The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


West Virginia Department of Free Schools 
reports 


reformatted from the original and including: 


Annual report of the State Superintendent of Free Schools, of the State of West 
Virginia, <1866, 1867, Year 1867, Year 1870, January 1, 1880> 


Annual report of the General Superintendent of Public Schools, of the State of West 
Virginia, <Year 1871, Year 1872> 


Biennial report of the State Superintendent of Free Schools of the State of West 
Virginia, <Years 1875 and 1876, Years 1877 and 1878, Years 1879 and 1880, Years 1881 
and 1882, years 1885 and 1886> 

Annual Report, <January 1, 1879> 


Department of Free Schools, <January 1, 1883> 


LLMC 00-486t 


S 


E Sad 


M 


A Han & fo Lath Pittsburdh 


| ill l^ 1 vpn ue Lg 
' i : i Pars 


ne 


Y 


tm 
^ mecnm Me 


The 


223 


PA ar 


HUNION SCHOOL BUILDING; d 


S X6 ILE (4T WARDO ——— 
(OY Wheeling, W. N Va. 


JW yout Architect Bellaare Dh 


» 


uL 


n“ 


RELAX 32,5. 


Furnace. 


Q 


913125,5 


js 
|. 


34,8x25,9 
Zhrnace 


School Room. 


— 
==, 


ZO Mgs MEM SX. YR C u tee BA i e 
t VU. ^ 
a SS ` 
r 
* 
E 
E 
& i m 
3 |] 
HET f rcm | 
t 
t 


E ; 
| ]] Lecture Room 


23,°X51,> 


School Room 
26.4 X32.¢ 


An 
I 
|. 
L| 


CST 
E 1 
ZO 


86,6X25,9 
Furnace 


E a 
Class Room, 
232X 29,0, 


t 


FIRST STORY. 


< 


E ba 


PX 


MANSARD STORY- 


* 


* 


E 


(X 
SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT | 


m OF THE 


General SUPERINTENDENT 


OF à - 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 


OF THE 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, 


f 


FOR THE YEAR 1870. 


WHEELING: 
JOHN FREW, PUBLIC PRINTER. 


1871. 


$s 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, ' 
DEPARTMENT OF FREE SCHOOLS, 
CHARLESTON, January 2, 1871. 


Hie ExcELLENOY, W. E. STEVENSON, 
Governor of the State of West Virginia: 
DEAR Sir: I have the honor, in compliance with the provisions of 
law, to submit herewith the Annual Report of the General Superinten- 
dent of Free Schools, for the year ending August 31st, 1870. 
Very Respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
A. D.. WILLIAMS, 
General Superintendent of Free Schools. 
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SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 


General Superintendent of Free Schools. 


Ld 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
DEPARTMENT OF FREE SCHOOLS, 
CHARLESTON, January 2, 1871. 


To the Legislature of the State of West Virginia: 


GrNTLEMEN: With thanks to the kind Providence that has watched 
over all our steps, and has, during the year, brought so much of pros- 
perity to our State, and of comparative success to our school system, I. 

. present you the Annual Report of the Department of Free Schools. 


I.—In MEMORIAM. 


And, first, we are forcibly reminded of our mortality, in that he, who 
presided over our school interests during the first part of the school year, 
has fallen a victim to death, in the midst of his years and his usefulness, 
and in the midst of the term of his official service. In the prime of life, 
and amid the flush of a still growing manhood, he has passed on before, 
in the road we are all traveling, to that bourne whence none return. 
Neither vigorous manhood; nor earnest aspirations and high hopes, nor 
yet the bonds of official position, shielded him from the shaft of the 
destroyer. It pierced him when his life’s work was but just begun, and 
ere he had been able to realize the lofty ideal he cherished. Why such 
conceptions are permitted to be formed, and then to vanish without 
fulfillment, we may perhaps not be permitted to know. It does, however, 
admonish us to do our work speedily and well, that it may reach its ` 
fulfillment, that the fulfillment may be a worthy presence when we are 
gone, and that it may commend us to the Great Master at last. 
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6 S ScHoot REPORT. 
II.—Ex»PLANATORY. 


Upon coming into office, I found myself shut up to this alternative— 
either somewhat to neglect office duties, from being often absent from the 
Capital, or else to omit that active operation in the State at large, which 
seemed to me vital to the success of the school system. Wisely or 
unwisely, it was decided to press as vigorous a campaign as possible 
among the people. I trust friends will pardon the somewhat numerous 
delays and shortcomings that have in consequence occurred, in supplying 
blanks, and in respect to a rather voluminous official correspondence. 

The first necessity of schools, as of everything else, is life—activity, 
energy. Without it, there may be order, form, routine. But there can- 
not be power, efficiency. To infuse vitality, therefore, seemed the first, 
and at present the greatest want of our school system. Hence my efforts 
during the year have been mostly expended in this direction. And, 
whether successful or not, all my time and energies have been devoted to 
the promotion of our educational interests. 


IUI.—Instirures. 


In accordance with the above, much attention has been given to insti- 
tute work. With this, both as to its character and its importance, many 
of our teachers and school officers were not well acquainted. On more ` 
than one occasion superintendents have addressed me the inquiry, 
* What is an Institute?" And teachers have sometimes assembled at 
those which have been held, with eyes and demeanor indicative of a 
wondering perplexity. Í 

It is an old proverb that a stream can rise no higher thàn its fountain. 
A school, in like manner, can hardly be better than its teacher. Almost 
everything depends upon him. If he is competent—if he has sufficient 
knowledge, if he has aptness to teach, if he is acquainted with the most 
approved methods, if he has governing capacity, if he can inspire enthu- 
siasm, if he presents in his own character the manifestations of an eleva- 
ted manhood—then the school will not fail of being a good one. But if 
the teacher lacks these qualifications, then the school cannot be a good 
one. If he lacks any one of them, the school must proportionally suffer. 

It is not denied that our teachers are not generally as well qualified as 
is desirable. They do not make our schools what they might be made. 
Individuals who cannot procure certificates in other States have secured 
certificates and positions as teachers among us. They are not to be 
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blamed for accepting, or even seeking, the employment we are ready to 
give. The only practical remedy is the securing such thoroughly 
trained teachers among ourselves that these unqualified teachers—come 
whence they may—cannot find employment. County superintendents 
will not give certificates to such incompetent persons whenever a sufficient 
number of competent teachers seek the positions. Away down, there- 
fore, at the root of all efficient in our schools lies the question of improv- 
ing the character of our teachers. 


But they cannot all of them attend a Normal School. Very, few of 
them will do it. Very few of the present generation of teachers will ever - 
attend any ordinary school again. Hence, if they are to be made better 
teachers it must be in some other way—by something that will go to 
them ; and, using the forces both of attraction and necessity, impel them 
to improvement, 

Thus far no agency has accomplished this, except the “ Institute.” 
And this is not merely the only available means of reaching and improy- 
ing the great body of the teachers, but it proves a very effective one. It 
» has commended itself so strongly by the practical results of its operation, 
that it has been adopted everywhere, wherever an efficient school system 
is in operation. It commends itself to all, through its manifestly good 
fruit—until it has become an unquestioned and indispensable feature of 
every successful school system in the country. 

It perfects the teacher in the knowledge of the branches he is to teach; 
it aids him in mastering the difficulties that beset him; it instructs him 
as to the methods and results of the best teachers, throwing the light of 
their experience over his own; arouses him to an activity he would never 
otherwise put forth; stimulates him to an efficiency he would in no other 
way attain; inspires him with an unwonted enthusiasm, caught by con- 
tact with superior and sympathetic hearts; and carries him back to his 
school room with new impulses, and higher aspirations, and to work out 
better results, 


— Not only is the Institute valuable to the teacher. It is scarcely less 
so to the community—the school officers, and parents and guardians. 
They get clearer conceptions of their duties and responsibilities, and see 
more correctly what are the elements of good teaching, and how the 
school is to be made most efficient. They ascertain more definitely who 
are the best teachers, and are stimulated to employ: them, in preference 
to the indifferent and the indolent, And these best teachers are almost 
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invariably found at the Institute; while the poor ones stay-away, being 
either indifferent to improvement, or else fearing a comparison with the 
better informed and more successful, who will be there. Institutes also 
impart more correct conceptions of the character and value of the school 
system, removing prejudice, and inspiring confidence in its value and 
success. 


To impart vitality and efficiency to our school system, therefore, it 


seemed necessary to enter upon a vigorous campaign of Institutes, even f 
to the neglect of some other things. There were serious obstacles in the $ 


way. No provision was made by the legislature for assistance in the 
office, in the absence of the Superintendent, other than the somewhaff 
indefinite one for office and incidental èxpenses. Moreover, competer 
lecturers could not be secured to assist in conducting these Institutis 
without pay for their services, And unless we could have such come- 
* tent assistants the Institute would be valueless and a failure. Nor Had 
the State provided any means that could be used for this purpose. j 


Under these circumstances, appeal was made to Rev. Dr. Barnas Séars, 
General Agent of the Peabody Fund, who generously placedfone 
thousand dollars at the disposal of this Department for institute fork. 
This, munificent as it ison the part of Dr. Sears, was after all but a 
pittance in comparison with the work to be done, and the results negding 
to be accomplished. Fortunately, however, some of the most pronfinent 
educators of the country magnanimously consented to come to our aid 
for but a fraction of the compensation they could get, and were gefting, 
elsewhere. 

Among this number, and deserving of honorable mention, are Hon. E. 
E. White, formerly State School Commissioner of Ohio, and now editor 
of the Ohio Educational Monthly and the National Teacher; Supt. William 
Mitchell, of Columbus, Ohio; Prof. McLaughlin, of McConnellsville, 
Ohio ; Pres. I. W. Andrews, of Marietta College; Prof. W. W. Wood- 
ruff, of Pa.; and Prof, Robert Kidd, the celebrated elocutionist. Profe., 
Thompson, Gilchrist and Colegrove, and Supts. Gould and Lininger, of 
our own State;-did some effective service; and Miss Ellen D. Harn gave 
illustrative lessons that were well received. The County superintendents 
where Institutes were held, generally were active and efficient in making 
arrangements, securing attendance, and otherwise promoting the objects 


of the Institutes, though there were some cases where the superintendents . 


seemed to be lacking in interest or influence. - 
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The following is a statement of the place, tinie and instructors of the 
several Institutes up to the close of the year, extending beyond the close 
of the school year: 


INSTITUTES. 


PLACE. TIME. INSTRUCTORS. 


' PARKERSBURG, June 28.—Hon. E, E. White, Supt. W. Mitchell, Dr. I. 
i W. Andrews, Profs. S. R. Thompson and 
Robert Kidd, and State Superintendent. 


° BUCKHANNON, July 5.—Profs. W. W. Woodruff and W. Colegrove. 
Mi mE 12.—Profs. W. W. Woodruff and W. Colegrove. 


ETTERMAN, *  19.—Profs. W. W. Woodruff and W. Colegrove, 
and State Superintendent. 


BUNDSVILLE, «*  96.—W. W. Woodruff and State Superintendent. 


} E 


BWISBURG, Aug. 2.—8. R. Thompson. 
HagprisvittE, “ — 2.—N. M. McLaughlin and J, C. Lininger 
a Woon, * — 2.—W. W. Woodruff, Miss Ellen D. Harn, and 
State Superintendent. 
Fresco CREEK, ^ 9.—Miss Ellen D. Harn, and State Superin- 
' fendent. 


ARTINSVILLE, |  16.—N. M. McLaughlin and J.C. Lininger. 

aC. H. *  80.—S. R. Thompson, M. E. Wilson, and State 
Superintendent. 

esTON, Sept. 6.—J. H. Hoose, R. Kidd, Miss E. D. Harn, 
r and State Superintendent. | 

woop, .^" 13.—S. R, Thompson, J. L. Gould, Miss E. D. 
: Harn, and State Superintendent. 

PLEASANT, “ . 20.—J. L. Gould, S. R. Thompson, and D. P. 
j Guthrie. 

Harpyp’s FERRY,“  27.—R.Kidd, J. L. Gould, State Superintendent. 
Martifspura, Oct. 4.—E. E. White, R. Kidd, J. L. Gould, and 


E State Superintendent. 
FAIRMONT, *  11.—R. Kidd, J. C. Gilchrist, W. R. White, S. 
G. Stevens, J. L. Gould, and State Super- 
intendent. ~ , 
WESTON, *  18.—P. T. L. Queen and State Superintendent. 
CIRCLEVILLE, Nov. 1.—J. L. Gould and State Superintendent. 
Romney, * — 9.—J. L. Gould and State eu penatendens: 


GBRANTSVILLE, “  22.—J. L. Gould. 
MIDDLEBOURNE, Dec. 20.—J. L. Gould. 


Moraantown,  * 27.—R. Kidd, Alex. Martin, S. G. Stevens, J.C. 
Gilchrist, and State Superintendent. 


"The only expense these institutes have caused the State isa small 
- addition to the incidental expenses of the office, in providing attention 
to office duties in my absence, and a somewhat increased amount of trav- 
eling expenses, incidental to such extended visits in different parts of the 
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State. This latter item, however, has been materially lessened by the 
courtesy of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, in giving a free pass over 
the road, and also by a similar courtesy from some of the steamboats 


plying on our waters. 
Of the general success and value of these institutes, the Hon. E. E. 


- White, who has had means of knowing, and is competent to judge, says: 


“State Supt, Williams continues his institute campaign with varying 
success, but always with important results. Every where much good is 
accomplished—teachers are improved, stimulated and encouraged, and 
the free school system is vitalized and strengthened. We doubt whether 
any equal appropriation from the Peabody Fund has accomplished so 
much good as the one thousand dollars donated to this purpose. The 
State should now belp, by doubling this appropriation, thus enabling the 
State Superintendent to hold an institute next year in each county." It 
is to be hoped that the State may find some means of both encouraging 
and helping this important work. In some of the States, the fees receiv- - 
ed for the examination of teachers are used for this purpose. 


IV.—A. ScuHoou JOURNAL. 


A. vigorous and judicious school journal is a valuable agency in pro- 
moting school interests. It cultivates an esprit du corps among the 
teachers, and inspires aspiration, and promotes a healthy emulation 
among them. It is also important in disseminating a knowledge of the 
characteristics and worth of a school system, and in imparting a clearer 
and earlier conception of improved methods. 

Not having an educational journal of our own, and lacking "the 
resources safely to establish one, the only aiternative was to forego its 
advantages, or borrow from our neighbors. Fortunately, the Ohio Edu- 


. cational Monthly is an able and earnest work, justly ranking among the 


foremost school journals of the country. If one does not coincide with 
its conclusions, he will at least be incited by it to a more complete exam- 
ination of the subject, and to more adequate conceptions of that subject. 
By the aid of funds placed in my hands for that purpose, by Dr. Sears, 
of the Peabody Fund, the Monthly is placed in the hands of such of our 
teachers as desire it, at only seventy-five cents a year, or half its sub- 
scription price. 

If practicable, it would undoubtedly be better to have a school, jour- 
nal of our own, in which we should feel a proprietary interest, and that 
should Le better adapted to our purposes and wants, than any outside 
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publication can be. But it requires a greater outlay. of effort and means, 
and more numerous conditions of success, tham most are aware of, to 
support such a journal. There must be a general and a united interest 
in it, and that interest must take practical shape in the form of subserip- 
tions, And, even then, it is doubtful if such an enterprise could succeed 


among us without aid from the State. ; 

Some of the states furnish a copy of a school journal to each township 
board, sometimes to each member of the board, and find compensation 
therefor in the better understanding, and the consequent better working, 
of the school system, which is thereby induced. I do not know as we 
could use a few hundred dollars of our school funds to much better.ad- 
vantage. We have three hundred and eighteen township boards, requir- 
ing some four hundred dollars only, to furnish each of them with a copy 
of a school journal, or some twelve hundred dollars to furnish each mem- 


ber with a copy. 


V.—COoRRECTION oF ABUSES. R 


Early attention was given to abuses, by which some of the school 
money was diverted from its intended purpose, and the system rendered 
inefficient and unpopular. Most prominent among these, was the cus- 
tom of many township boards of voting themselves compensation for their 
services. And I am constrained by the facts to add, that in- most cases 
this was done by the less faithful and efficient boards. Very little of it was 
done in those townships where the system is best worked, and where, in 
consequence, most service was really rendered. 

There is not a shadow of color of law for this, and ‘the wrong-doers 
occupied the position of diverting from its purpose, and therefore betray- 
ing, a public trust, which they were most solemnly bound to preserve in- 
violate. The defining clearly in the law what officers are to be paid is 
an explicit assumption that others are not to be paid, and he who uses a 
dollar of publie funds entrusted to his care, must find authority in the 
law for such use, or be liable for prosecution for the same. Moreover, 
they also violated another principal of law, in that no publie officer is 
allowed to audit and pay his own claims—even when just. — 

Whether the State 3 ought to ask them to serve without compensation is 
another question. It did so ask them. And, even if it could not compel 
them to accept such an office, having once accepted it, they thus become 
sacredly bound to discharge its duties according to law, and completely 
amenable to the law for any lack of fidelity in discharging those duties. 
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A circular was therefore issued, exposing the wrongfülness of such use 
of the school monies, directing how to put a stop to the proceeding, and 
inviting the wrong doers to make restitution. Many of them did so, and 


-perhaps all the innocent ones—for some, at least, had done it ignorantly 


and innocently. It is believed that this abuse has been almost entirely 
corrected. 

It was also found that in some townships, there was a gross and inex- 
cusable neglect of proper settlement with the township treasurers. This 
is required to be done once a year. But in many cases, settlements have 
been omitted from year to year, in some instances, almost or quite from 
the inauguration of the school system in the State. In many, if not in 
most, of these instances, the treasurers are found to be defaulters. A 
number of such instances came to light, where the treasurers of small 
country townships were defaulters, from five to fifteen hundred dollars 
each. In most of the cases, however, that have been brought to light, 
the amount of the defaleation has been secured, either from the treasurers 
themselves, or their securities. 

There is the proud satisfaction of knowing that the State School De- 
partment, in these two items alone, has this year saved to the State a 
sum much above the cost of its maintenance, 

"There has, moreover, been found a great lack of fullness and accuracy 
in the accounts and books of the various officers. Attention has been 
directed to this matter, and county superintendents have been di- 
rected to instruct the township officers how to keep their books and 
accounts, and to see that they heed the instruction. Ih some instances, 
the county superintendents have done this with great pains-taking, and 
with very gratifying results. 


VlI.—Arsusres UNCORRECTED. 


There is a very wide discrepancy between the taxes levied, and the 
taxes collected. On account of this—some superintendents giving the 


one, and some the other—our statistics on this head are not reliable. 


Of course, through mistakes, removals, and poverty,a levy cannot 
beall collected. Butthe discrepancy is far greater than can be accounted 
for through these, or any other just reasons. The fact obviously is, that 
a large portion of the school tax is not collected, that might and ought 
to be collected. The law appears to be deficient, hoth in not giving 
sufficiently effective power of distraint, and also in not holding the col- 
lectihg officer to a sufficiently rigid accountability. 
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This abuse is greatly aggravated imsmome of the back counties, where 
there are large bodies of land owned by non-residents. As the law now 
. is, the local collectors secure very little of the tax on this land, and the 
immediate burden of their schools falls upon the few scattered, residents. 
And the evil is still further aggravated by the arrangement, by which, 
when this tax is collected—if collected at all—it is done by the State 
Auditor, at the Capital, and goes into the irreducible school fund. This 
practically makes these scattered pioneers, struggling with the hardships 
and endurance of the frontiers, and who ought rather to be paid a pre- 
mium for such hardships and endurance, to pay a diréct tax into the 
irreducible school fund, as no others do. Probably without design, but 
none the less really, they are thus deprived of their just rights, ard of 
the money that clearly should be used for the education of their children, 
who are suffering for the lack of education, as none others are. This 
abuse is so manifest and flagrant, that it can hardly need more than a 
statement of it, to induce the necessary legislation for its correction. 

Still another abuse that needs correction is the lack of sufficient prac- 
tical checks and counter-checks against peculation and fraud on the part 
of the school officers. The superintendent of one of the counties says, 
in his report, of one of his townships: “ This township is nearly lost in 
obscurity, the enumeration of youths being the only report received from 
it. I find there has been levy after levy, both for building and sehool 
purposes, and the money has been squandered and consumed by the board 
of the township. There is not to my knowledge a school house which 
belongs to the free schools, in the township.” Now this superintendent 
grossly libels the township officers, or else they have been guilty of a 
flagrant betrayal of a public trust. And this instance is not a solitary 
one. From various official and unofficial sources, I hear of similar 
wrong-doing in different localities. It is probable that many of these 
charges are unfounded. But I fear that there are, unfortunately, many 
cases in which they are not. The evil needs a remedy. 

The remedy, however, for these and other similar evils, is to,be found, 
in part, in the forming and sustaining of a better public sentiment. The 
law is now ample for the punishment, for,instance, of those commis- | 
sioners, who pay themselves from ‘the school monies. And yet the 
superintendent above referred to says farther: “ I laid the matter before 
the grand Yury, with regard to the board compensating themselves out of 
the public funds, upon which it took no action.” When the sworn 
guardians of the public welfare are so oblivious of their obligations, and 
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so regardless of that welfare, law is powerless, and publie morality well 
nigh impossible. g 
VIL—BrANES. 

When I came into office I found a supply on hand of most of the 
necessary blanks, sufficient to last during the year. This was especially 
the case with the blank forms for collecting the statistics for the Annual 
Report. To change these forms, under the circumstances, would subject 
the State to a very considerable expense. It seemed best, therefore, to 
retain and use them. This was done, though without any close exami- 
nation of their character. Such examination, moreover, would have 
` * hindered the active operations, before referred to, in the State at large. 

But the more careful scrutiny, involved in making up the Annual 
Report from them, made it apparent that these forms and the directions 
accompanying them were often so vague and ambiguous that their intent 
.was not comprehended. In many instances, what was wanted was 
omitted by those making the returns, and what was not wanted was given. 

In other cases, different things were confounded, and the wrong thing 

put in the wrong place. A part of these misconceptions is due to insuffi- 

` cient attention on the part of the officers. Things that were about as 
plain as they well could be were frequently misapprehended. But, still 

a considerable portion of the difficulty is the legitimate result of the 

imperfections of the blanks. 

Some things were moreover asked for that were not needed, and some 

~ that are out of place in our system. Others were omitted that are of 
manifest importance. Besides all this, they were lacking in explicitness 
and simplicity. They were too complicated. The different items were 
not properly arranged and classified—increasing greatly the labor, both 
of the town and county officers in furnishing them, and of this office in 
compiling them into the necessary tables. And, worse than all else, 
either completeness or accuracy, in many of these statistics, is thereby 


rendered impossible. z 

Had all this been perceived in time, as it is felt now, the blanks would 
have been changed, notwithstanding the expense. But the office is now 
clear of this kind of blanks, and the way is open for such revision and 
improvement as the case demands. 


VIL.—THE Statistics. 


The statistics given in the accompanying tables are the result of an 
amount of labor that few will realize, not only on the part of this 
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Department, but on the part -also of the county superintendents and 
township officers. Itis to be hoped, too, that they are this year as 
nearly correct and reliable as in past years. But, in many respects they 
come far short of showing the significance of the facts, and often of man- 
ifesting the facts themselves, that mark the history of the school system 
in this State. 

- But they are nevertheless valuable approximations to the actual facts 
in the case, with the certainty that they overstate nothing, and that they 
understate most of the monuments of. its efficiency, which the school 
system has already set up in our State. From them we can learn, more 
certainly than in any other way, the real hold that the school system has 
upon the State. The rapidly accumulating amount of money invested 
in school property is fast becoming, not simply an important trust, to be 
sacredly guarded, but an appreciable element of power, among the forces 
that are working out our development and our prosperity. It is also fast 
becoming an element of influence that will play an important part in our 
social and political affairs. | 

The increased attendance, and especially the increased average, or per- 
cent of attendance, speaks significantly of the hold the school system is , 
getting upon the confidence and affections of both parents and pupils. 
The school house is becoming more and more closely associated with our 
social life, and school training is becoming inseparably interwoven with 
the aspirations and hopes of our boys and girls, who so soon will be our 
men and matrons—the holders and imparters; instead of the recipients of 
influence. The increased number of schools and their improved charac- 
ter, while the cost of their maintenance has decreased, also clearly demon- 
strates the economy and practical wisdom of a State system of schools. 

The following are some of the more salient points brought out by the 
statistics : : 

The number of school houses reported for the State is two thousand 
one hundred and thirteen, being an increase of four hundred and ninety- 
five over those repor ed last year, or more than thirty percent. Of these 
one thousand one hundred and four are frame, seventeen are stone, sixty- 
eight brick, and nine hundred and four are log. Of the increase, one 
hundred and eighty-eight are frame, seven are stone, ten are brick, and 
two hundred and ninety are log. This greater increase of log housesindi- 
cates that the system is gaining firmer foothold than it has heretofore had 
in the back counties, where but few other houses are built, and where the 
system has met the strongest opposition. i 
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The whole amount reported as invested in school houses and lands, and 
other school property, is one million, fifty-seven thousand, four hundred 
and seventy-three dollars and ninety-four cents, being an increase of 
ninety-eight thousand, four hundred and eighty-one dollars and thirty- 
nine cents over last year. There is, however, reported as expended for 
school property during the year, the sum of two hundred and seven 
thousand, two hundred and thirty-seven dollars and sixty-six cents. As 
this sum, through the failure of several of the counties to report, is un- 
doubtedly Jess than the actual amount expended, and is still so much in 
excess of the above named increase, after making all due allowance for 
wear and tear, it indicates, what is apparent on the face of. the county 
reports, that the full amount of school property is not reported. It can- 
not be less than one and a quarter million dollars, and it is probably 
nearly or quite a million and a half. This, as the accumulation of seven 
years, in our young and sparsely-settled State, is a very gratifying result. 

The amount of expenditures for the current expenses of schools, given 


* 


in table A, is very imperfect, owing to the fact that many of the county 
superintendents, probably through a misapprehension of the blanks, fail- 
ed to report the largest of all the items under this head, the amount 
of salary paid the teachers. Indeed, there is hardly a single item in the 
table that is not incomplete ; and so greatly so, that but for the purpose of 
showing how imperfect our returns are, asis indicated by the section marks 
in the table, it had better not been given at all. It is not even a tólera- 
ble approximation, though the best that can be given from the returns. 

The amount reported as received “From Levy,” generally includes 
both the levy for building purposes, and that for current expenses ; the 
blanks misleading the officers reporting. In many cases, however, it 
does not. The table actually gives, neither the gross amount of receipts 
for school purposes, nor the amount for eurrent expenses ; being, in fact, 
less than the former, and more than the latter. The fault, however, is 
not all on the part, either of the blanks, or of the officers reporting. 
Many townships, in defiance of the explicit requirement of the law, that 
the building and school funds shall be kept entirely separate, as well as 
be raised by separate levies, not only put the amounts together in the 
fund, but raise them by but one levy. It is to be hoped that the time 
will come, when petty township officers will obey law, and not arrogate 
to set it aside, or disregard it, at pleasure. From the best data. within the 
reach of the Department, I judge that about two hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars have been expended for school property, and about 
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twice that amount, or a little less than half a million, for instruction and 
other current expenses, during the year. 

The number of children attending school has increased from seventy- 
three-thousand, three hundred and ten,* to eighty-seven thousand, three 
hundred and thirty. The daily average of attendance has increased 
from thirty-nine thousand, three hundred and sixty-three,* to fifty-five 
thousand and eighty-three.. This is a gain in the former case of fourteen 
thousand and twenty, or nearly twenty per cent, and in the latter of 
fifteen thousand, seven hundred and twenty, or nearly forty per cent. 
This very large increase of the daily average of attendance, so much 
larger than the increase in the whole number attending, and more than 
one-third more than the whole increase of persons of school age in the 
State, is one of the most gratifying and promising results of the year's 
school history. 

The whole number of youths in the State, between the ages of six and 
twenty-one, is reported as one hundred and sixty-two thousand, four hun- 
dred and thirty-two, an increase of eleven thousand, four hundred and | 
eighty-three. The law allows compensation to the trustees for taking 
the enumeration of youth, and also directs the county superintendent to 
employ a ‘competent person to take this enumeration, in case the trus- 
tees fail to do it promptly. It also allows the amplest time, in which to 
procure the enumeration and make returns. And yet, though I delayed 
the distribution of the school fund nearly a month, to get these returns, 
several counties still failed to report at that time, and in consequence 
did not receive so large a proportion of the State school monies as they 
would otherwise have done. It seems that in this case “ compensation” 
did not secure performance of duties; nor in addition did the prospect— 
which in the case of the delinquents was realized—of the loss of hun- 
dreds of dollars to their counties, suffice to prevent this most inexcusable 
and criminal neglect of duty. 

The statistics of the branches studied in the schools show an increase 
of twenty per cent in orthography, thirty per cent in reading, thirty-five 
per cent in writing, five and a half per cent in arithmetic, thirty per 
cent in geography, twenty-six per cent in grammar, and sixty-four per 
cent in algebra. The returns are obviously incomplete, as to the number 
of pupils studying arithmetic, that being in fact one of the commonest 
studies, and is sometimes pursued even too exclusively, Considering the 


* The footing of last year's tables were incorrect. I give the correct ones. 
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fact that the larger part of the increase of pupils is of the younger and 
primary class, this increased per centage of students in the more advan- 
ced studies is indicative of a gradual and gratifying elevation of scholar- 
ship in the schools, 

One thousand, seven hundred and ninety-two and twenty-two hundredths 
more months’ school have been taught this year than last, and two hund- 
red and twenty-two more teachers have been employed. Of this increase, 
ninety-four have been males, and one hundred and twenty-eight females 
—showing that we are more highly appreciating the worth of woman as 
a teacher. It will be found in the end, I apprehend, that for teaching 
primary pupils, and as assistants in higher departments, the female 
teacher, other things being equal, is actually preferable. This increase 
of the length of the schools is of great importance, materially increasing 
their educational power—to a degree considerably exceeding the propor- 
tionally greater length of time. 

The amount of township levies for building purposes averages five 
cents and fourteen hundredths less on the hundred dollars than last year, 
while the levy for the support of schools is this year one cent and eighty- 
five hundredths more than last. While, therefore, the number of schools 
and of the children in the schools has largely increased, and, while the 
schools generally have been kept for a considerably longer time, and 
otherwise materially improved, the expense of the system has decreased 
within the year at the average rate of three cents and twenty-nine hund- 
redths on the hundred dollars.- As we now have twenty-one hundred and 
thirteen school houses, and but twenty-five hundred and sixty-seven dis- 
tricts, leaving only four hundred and fifty-four more houses to be erected 
—a number less thar has been erected the past year—and as our State 
fund is so considerably increased, it is manifest that the direct cost of 
our school system to the people will still continue very considerably to 
diminish. — | 

I am sorry to be compelled to say, that, while the schools are thus gen- 
erally prosperous and increasing in their efficiency, the returns do not 
show an increased fidelity on the part of the school officers, in the im- 
portant work of visiting and inspecting the schools. The aggregate 
number of official visits is actually one hundred* Jess than was reported 
the previous year. We can never work the school system up to its ca- 
pacity, until we can find officers who will do their duty, in this, as well 
as also in other respects. 


*In this also, as in other instances, I use the actual footings of last year’ 5 Report, 
aud not the printed ones. 
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The amount reported for furniture gives no adequate representation of 
the furnishing of our school houses, since in the large majority of cases 
desks and other furniture are made or furnished by the builder of the 
school. house, and is therefore included in the cost of the house itself. 
From thia cause, however, it happens that the furniture is often not only 
poorly constructed, so that it is soon broken up and destroyed, but it is 
frequently unsightly and poorly adapted to its purpose. It will bea 
long stride in advance, when we come to procure our school furniture 
from those who make the production of such furniture a business and a 
study, and who, for a slightly increased cost at the outset, will furnish 
furniture more durable, much more tasteful and becoming, and very 
much better adapted to its uses, than any that the best carpenter can 


construct. m 


IX.—CrecuLaTION OF THE ScHoou LAw. 


Several of-the county superintendents excuse their own short-comings, 
and those of their township officers, on the ground that the school law 
was not sufficiently distributed. 

When I entered upon the duties of the office, I found an edition of one | 
thousand copies of the school law in the hands of the public printer. 
These were distributed as they were called for, accompanied by an extra 
leaf, explaining the changes that were made by the last session of the Leg- 
islature. This edition becoming exhausted, and more copies being called 
for, I issued another edition of tweive hundred copies, with the amend- 
ments of the Legislature, and accompanied by such notes and instructions 
by myself as had been called for from different quarters. During the 


_ summer, this edition also became exhausted, and a third, of fifteen hun- 


dred copies, was issued, which has been nearly exhausted. 

It will thus be seen that I have distributed some thirty-five hundred 
copies of the school law during the year, in addition to at least two other 
editions that were issued by my predecessor. There were some delays; 
and, in consequence of my frequent absences from the office, there may 
have been failures to supply orders that were sent to the office. But, so 
far as I know, every order that has reached the office has eventually been 
filled. Ihave thus distributed, in addition to those sent out before, 
nearly enough copies of the school law to supply twelve to each board 
of commissioners, or four to each member. It would seem as if this might 
do something toward disseminating a knowledge of our school system. 

On those editions of the school law, which;I ordered printed, these 


, 
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words were placed conspicuously upon the first page of the cover :—'' N. 
B. This Pamphlet is State property, and is to be used and preserved as 
such I^ 


X.—THE TRUSTEESHIP. ~ 


The district trusteeship is an encumbrance upon our school system, 
It exists in only a portion of the States having school systems, and 
such as have it are moving to abolish it. If efficient at all—which is 
questionable—it is only when there is such a general and full acquaint- 
ance with the school system, and such a universal enthusiasm in its favor, 
as cannot exist here until a full generation has first been trained under 
the system. And when that is done there is then no need of it. In 
our ease, particularly, it is only an incubus—an immense mass of cum- 
brous, ill-adjusted machinery, requiring more force effectively to move it 
than to work the system successfully without it. . 

If the trusteeship is abolished, it may be necessary to increase the 
township board, so as to have one member in each district, to avoid 
petty, district jealousies and bickerings. But, for any other reason, a 
board of three persons is much preferable to a larger one. The simpler 
the machinery, and the more direct and undivided the responsibility, the 
better. 

XI.—Pay or SCHOOL OFFICERS, 


There is some misapprehension concerning the compensation of county 
superintendents—some thinking that they are entitled to the fees received 
for examining teachers, and others thinking the reverse. 1 ‘understand 
that my predecessor at first decided in favor of the former view, and 
subsequently in favor of the latter. To say the least, the language of 
the law is not clear. My inquiries of members of the session of the 
Legislature which enacted the law led me io the belief that they intended 
that the fees should go into the general school fund, as formerly, and 
that two hundred dollars should be the maximum compensation for the 
superintendent’s services. I accordingly stated this in a note to the 
school Jaw. At the same time, it seems to be the opinion of able lawyers 
that the letter of the law will allow the superintendents to retain the 
fees, in addition to the per diem. ‘The law on this point should certainly 
be relieved of ambiguity, and clearly allow the superintendents to retain . 
the fees, or else plainly declare what shall be done with them. 

It is moreover a question whether this fee is not too high—well 
nigh extortionate. The highest fee Yam aware of being asked in any 
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other State is one dollar, In some States it is only fifty cents. One 
dollar is enough; though it should be collected from every applicant, 
before examination, and retained, whether a certificate is granted or 
denied. My conviction, too, is that this fee should not go io the county 
superintendent. He should be paid whatever he is paid from some other 
source, and these fees should be used in sustaining Institutes in the coun- 
ties where they are received, and thus be used for the benefit of those 
from whom they are taken. 

There is some clamor on the part of school boards, asking compensa- 
tion for their services. Some of the county superintendents also favor 
this claim, — 7 r 

But there is not more than one State in the whole country which gives 
such compensation. All those States having the best systems require 
township officers to serve without financial compensation; so that there 
is no other subsidiary feature of the American school system more 
universal than this, And in those States whose schools are confessedly 
the best there is no thought of asking or giving pay for these services. 
I think that we shall hardly wish to brand ourselves as having less 
public spirit and philanthropy than others. Cannot we do uncomplain- 
ingly what others do gladly? for, in those States where the school system 
is most firmly established and most efficient, the position of township 

~ school officer is actually coveted by the best men in the community. 

There are about one thousand commissioners in the State. Every 
dollar, therefore, paid to each one of ‘them, takes one thousand dollars 
from the school fund—takes enough to sustain seven four months’ schools 
in our back counties, where they are so much needed. Five dollars each 
per year—and this is a smal] enough sum; if they are to be paid at all— 
would take more than enough to maintain another first-class Normal 
School in one.of those parts of the State, remote from our present Normal 
Schools, and where such a school is a pressing need. Ten dollars a year 
each would swallow up two-thirds of the income from the irreducible 
school fund, Besides, a provision to pay township boards would prove 
one of those little leaks that have an irrepressible tendency to grow 
larger. Five dollars a year would perhaps suffice at first, But how 
long would it be before the amount would be doubled? How long, 
indeed, would it take for them to demand a per diem of three dollars, 
for such time as they saw fit to expend? And this, of itself alone, would 
be sufficient entirely to swamp the school system. 

: There is a still more important consideration bearing upon this subject. 
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A person who will not serve in such a position without compensation 


is almost necessarily lacking in such an appreciation of the school sys- 
tem as a school officer should possess, and in that public spirit, without 
which no one can be a good school officer. What would be thought of the 
man who should demand compensation for attending a wedding, or a 
funeral, or for going to the polls to vote? I apprehend that his pres- 
ence at the former places would not be greatly desired, and that the esti- 
mate of his character as a citizen would not be high. So there is an ele- 
ment of public spirit and philanthrophy essential to a school officer, 
which causes him to rise above the consideration of pay ; and the more 
thoroughly hes fitted for the position, the less he is affected by such con- 
siderations as compensation. Of course, if a man devotes his whole 
time and energies to the public welfare, he must receive compensation— 
as is the case with the undertaker, the teacher, and the preacher. But 
this is not the case with school commissioners. They are not thereby 


“prevented from following other pursuits for a livelihood. They are not 


called upon for more service for the schools than they often are for the 
services above named—or for the devotion of more time than most per- 
sons spend without compensation, at places of public resort. Compen- 
sation, therefore, would attract the low-minded and the sordid to this 
office. The absence of compensation will repel such, who ought not to 
occupy the position, and will secure it to those who alone ought to occupy 
it, the cultivated, the public-spirited and the philanthropic. 

I am, therefore, decidedly of the opinion that it would be bad, if not 
disastrous policy, to pay township commissioners. I have no fears what- 
ever that the absence of such compensation will seriously embarrass the 
workings of the school system. On the other hand, while there may in 
consequence occasionally be a little difficulty in some less enlightened 
localities, it will soon disappear, and in the end the system wil] thereby 
much more rapidly commend itself to public appreciation and sympa- 
thy, and will secure also much the better and more efficient officers. 


XIi—Tue Test Oatur OR SCHOOL OFFICERS. 


The Legislature last winter very wisely abolished the test oath for 
teachers. By the operation of section thirteenth of the school law, trustees 
were also thereby relieved from the necessity of taking it. The same sec- 
tion, however, still required that trustees should be “ resident voters.” 
But the spirit of last winter’s law, as I understand it, was to remove the 
political disabilities in the case of teachers and trustees, Hence, in a 
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note to the two editions of the school law which I have published, I said 
that trustees also need not be registered voters. 

But I am of the opinion that political disabilities should be removed 
in the case of all school officers. The single question should be only that 
of fitness for the position ; and political or denominational sentiments, or 
affiliations, constitute no element of either fitness or unfitness for a school 
teacher or officer. He is as fully entitled to the free exercise of his politi- 
cal or denominational convictions, in their appropriate sphere, as any 
other citizen. To deny them to him, or to shut him out from the posi- 
tion on account of them, would be to make the school system an instru- 
ment of tyranny, and & means of degrading instead of elevating our 
manhood. f 


v 


Of course, such sentiments or affiliations are not to be manifested in 
school matters. They are nowhere more completely out of place than 
there. And the teacher or school officer who allows his political or 
denominational views to influence him, or even to appear, in his manage- 
ment of school matters, ought instantly to be dismissed from the position. 
But to forbid him the position because of such views merely is as unwise 
as in the end it will be disastrous. 


XIII—QvALiFICATIONS OF SCHOOL OFFICERS. 


1 


Itis of the utmost importance that the best men for the positions be 
secured for school officers. In other positions, custom, precedent, or rou- 
tine will often enable ordinary men to do the work with fair success. But 
in school matters almost everything depends upon the personal qualities 
and fitness of those who manage them, The teacher may sometimes rise 
above his official board, and have a good school in spite of incompetent 
officers. But he cannot have anything like so good a school when work- 
ing against them, or without them, as if he had their intelligent and 
hearty co-operation. 

There are four essential qualifications of a good school officer. The 
first is that of intelligence or culture. It is sheer folly to suppose that 
an ignorant man can successfully manage school interests. When a 
stream can rise above its fountain, this may be done—not before. And 
this culture needs to include a knowledge of the school system itself, 
And there is no other knowledge of it that can fully supply the place of 
having been trained under it. But, in-the absence of this, there are other 
means by which a fair knowledge of its characteristics and workings may 
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be obtained. And these must be obtained, in order to be a good school 
officer. 

A second essential is sympathy with the system. Though a man has 
culture and knowledge of the school system, yet if he does not appre- 
ciate it, and is not in sympathy with it, he will be much more likely to 
make the schools a failure than a success. He will be a hindrance to 
them, rather than a help. If one were in search of means of wrecking 
the system, he could find none more effectual than to put its management 
into the hands of those having no sympathy with it. 

An equally essential quality is public spirit—a hearty and enthusiastic 
devotion to the publie welfare. Though the school system is not a chari- 
table institution, it has the public good so immediately in view, that one 
lacking in public spirit can hardly be either in sympathy with it or prop- 

‘erly promote itsinterests. If there be in any community one man more 
public-spirited than another—more considerate of the public weal— 
then, other things being equal, by all means let him be selected as a 
school officer. 

Another qualification is that of moral uprightness. A libertine, a 
gambler, or a drunkard, is most emphatically out of place in the man- 
agement of schools. The character of a school teacher or officer should 
be a model, which the pupils can safely imitate. Otherwise the schools 
will become a moral contagion. Every parent or guardian has a right to 
demand that the school influences over his child shall be ennobling. 
And the school system has no right to take upon itself the training of the 
children, but upon the assumption that it will lead them in the paths of 
integrity and virtue. 

If our school officers possess these qualifications, the system will pro- 
duce good results, and will soon commend itself to the confidence and 
sympathy of all the people. If men of an opposite character are 
entrusted with its management, it will prove more than a failure. That 
community, therefore, is sadly derelict, which does not seek out its best 
men, as the guardians and managers of its school interests. Put incom- 
petent men, if need be, anywhere else. There is no other place where 
they can do so much mischief. But, in this position, put only the best 
men the community contains, - 


XIV.—ScnuHoorL COLLECTORS. 


It is safe to say that nine-tenths of those most interested in schools are 
strongly opposed to the late change in the law, by which the sheriff was 
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made the collector and treasurer of the school monies: They declare 
that the township treasurer, living in the neighborhood, collected much’ 
more of the money than the sheriff does or can; so that, notwithstand- 
ing the less per cent which the sheriff gets, the township is actually the 
loser in dollars and cents, by the present arrangement. They say, too, 
that the time and travel necessary for teachers, who are frequently ladies, 
and others having school claims, to find the sheriff—usually the man 
most difficult to find of any in the county—is altogether too burdensome. 
They declare, moreover, that there are not sufficient guarantees that they 
will get their money, after they have found him—that, by one means and 
another, he may put them off, when he could pay them, and still farther, 
that he is not as likely to collect and have the money promptly as a town- 
ship treasurer. 

If these statements are well founded, they certainly constitute a pretty 
formidable bill of indictment against this new feature of the law. 


XV.—TExT Books. 


Frequent changes of text-books are very undesirable. It is often 
better to retain & poorer book than to cause the vexation and expense 
incidental to a change. But there are obviously times when changes 
must be made. No- book can be retained indefinitely. It will either be 
surpassed by some newer work, or will become ineffective from famil- 
iarity and long use. Sometimes both these considerations unite in 
demanding a change, and the benefits of a change often fully compensate 
for its expense and vexation. 

In cases of change, however, there is not a little danger that change 
will not be improvement. It frequently happens that a poorer book is 
substituted for a poor one, and sometimes a good book is put aside for a 
decidedly poor one. No department of school management is attended 
with graver responsibility, or more liable to serious mistakes, than the 
selection of a State series of text books. So mapy factors enter into the, 
estimate, so much discrimination is requisite to give each its proper place 
and influence, and so many, so grave and varied interests are involved, 
that the responsibility of such selection is perhaps the most delicate and 
difficult devolving upon any of the guardians of school interests. . 

The only sufficient test of the value of a text book is the recitation- 
room. Many a book, faultless in typography and attractive in theory, 
fails under the test of actual use in the school-room. It may not impart 
adequate conceptions of the subject, or it may not impart clear ones, or 
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it may not impart them with sufficient facility, or, worst of all, it may 
not sufficiently stimulate the mind of the pupil. A text book cannot be 
a good one that fails in either of these respects; and, whether it fails in 
any of these respects cannot sufficiently be determined by any examina- 
tion whatever, that does not include a protracted use of the book in the 
recitation-room. Some of the best books have seemed to be failures at 
their first introduction, until teachers and pupils came to a gradual 
appreciation of their merits. Others, that promised everything at the 
outset, even to a careful examination, proved practical failures in the 
end. It is, therefore, much easier to determine that a given book does 
not meet the just demands made upon it, than it is to select a better one 
for its place. 

It has become quite apparent that some of the books of our series are 
so deficient in the requisite qualities, that a change is important, if not 
necessary. Pinneo’s Grammar, for instance, is almost universally con- 
demned by our teachers. Our recent State ‘Teachers’ Association, at 
Parkersburg, decided against it without a dissenting voice, and directed 
the State Superintendent to bring the earnest wish of the teachers for a 
change to the notice of the Legislature. If the voice of our teachers is 
sufficient to induce a change, one will be made. Concerning other text 
books, there is more diversity of opinion. But there is a pretty strong 
sentiment in favor of a change in one or two other branches. ‘Lext 
books on one or two other subjects ought perhaps to be selected and 
added to our list. 

XVI—THE Prasopy Funp. 


The Peabody Fund, through the interest and kindness of Dr. Sears, 
the General Agent, has rendered very considerable and very efficient aid 
to our school interest. It has given five hundred dollars to the Normal 
Department of the State University, five hundred dollars to the Normal 
School at Marshall College, and the same amount to that at Fairmont. 
These sums have been very important, if not well nigh indispensable, to 
the success of those schools, and will have a very powerful bearing in 
the furnishing of competent teachers for our State. In addition, it has 
aided most of the larger and graded schools of the State, outside of the 
city of Wheeling, in sums ranging from three hundred to one thousand 
dollars, The aggregate amount it has spent in this State during the 
year, including the objects heretofore named, is nearly eighteen thousand 
dollars. 
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This aid has constituted à very material feature among the causes that 
have given efficiency and success to our school system. The amount of 
money given is itself a large item—being more than one-tenth of the 
school money last year distributed by the State. That money has also 
been very judiciously appropriated, at the points where it will have the 
largest and most permanent results. It has, moreover, been bestowed in 
such a manner as to stimulate interest and enterprise in school matters, 
on the part of the communities receiving it. It has, in addition, tended 
to disarm prejudice and abate opposition to the school system, and to 
open the eyes of many to the correctness of its theory and the economy 
of its practice. i ; 

At the request of Dr. Sears, I here state the leading conditions on 
which aid from this Fund is given: 1. Aid is given only to State schools, 
those that are in connection with and managed under the State school 
system. 2. The most central and influential points only are selected, 
which will exert the strongest and widest influence upon the surrounding 
country. 3. Only a portion of the expense of a school, seldom e&ceeding 
one-fourth, is appropriated from the Fund, and it is expected that the 
community will thereby be stimulated to do more, rather than less, than 
“it would otherwise do. It is not intended to relieve tax-payers, but to 
encourage and stimulate them. 4. Schools aided must be kept up nine 
or ten months per year. 5. The amount given is graduated by the num- 
ber of pupils and the amount the community will raise. 6. Schools 
desiring aid must first secure the endorsement of the State School Depart- 
ment. 

The State is under very great obligation to Dr. Sears and the Fund he 
represents and manages, and I doubt not will duly appreciate and honor 
it. The name of Peabody will be associated with the most valued 
acquisitions and the most treasured memories of thousands of our best 
men and women im the coming generation. They will feel that his 
munificence has powerfully aided in stimulating them to the highest and 
best attainments of their lives. 


XVIL—THE NORMAL Scnoors. 


While the Institute is the only available agency for immediately 
improving the great mass of the teachers, the Normal School is indis- 
pensable to provide a body of advanced and better teachers for the 
future. What the medical college is to the physician, the law school to 
the advocate, and the theological school to the clergyman, the Normal 
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School is to the teacher. And it is to be hoped that the time will come 
in this country, as it has already in Germany, when no one will be 
employed to teach until he has acquired in some way a thorough profes- 
sional or normal training. If it is important that the physician, the 
lawyer, the clergyman, or the engineer, should have a special training to 
fit him for his work, it certainly is no less important that the teacher 
should have a special training to fit him for his. The interests com- 
mitted to him are not second, either in magnitude or sacredness, to those 
committed to any of them. It is important that disease should be healed 
and health preserved. It is also important that material interests shall 
be protected from robbery and fraud. But it is incaleulably more 
important that the teacher mould the mind and character of our children 
into an ennobled manhood or womanhood. 

One of my first official acts was to co-operate with the State Board of 
Normal Regents, in carrying out the action of the last session of the 
i Legislature, for the opening of the third N ormal School at West Liberty, 
in Ohio county. In connection with this, a circular was issued to the 
county superintendents, apprizing them of their privilege of appointing 
students to the Normal Schools, and urging them to improve them.  At- 
tention was also called to this matter through most, if not all, of the 
newspapers of the State. And here I may properly acknowledge the 
readiness that all the editors of the State have manifested to promote our 
school interests, and the uniform courtesy I have received from them. 
. These efforts resulted in considerably increasing the number of normal 
students, and in attracting more attention to the importance of our Nor- 
mal Schools. A detailed statement of their condition and prospects will 
be found in the Report of the State Board of Normal Regents, to which 
attention is invited. It is manifest, however, that still more effort should 
be put forth, to induce our young teachers to attend these schools. A 
much larger number might be accommodated in them, and the instruc- 
tion imparted by them would be of inestimable value to the teachers and 
the schools they teach. 

During the year, the new building at Marshall College has been fin- 
ished, and I am much disappointed in not receiving an engraving of it, 
to adorn this Report. Justice, however, requires it to be stated that, 
while the architect evidently possessed the power to copy, and to design 
‘a showy building, he did not possess the genius, or the acquaintance with 
. School matters, properly to adapt it to its purpose. The same school 
accommodations might have been secured for much less money ; or, on 
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the other hand, the same outlay might have supplied much greater ac- 
commodations. And, some of the accommodations that are finally se- 
cured were attained by a deviation from the architect’s plan, at an extra 
expense-of several hundred dollars. The building is well constructed, 
and the folly of locating such an institution in an out of the way place 
is likely to bé remedied in this case by the building up around it of a 
thriving town, as one of the termini of the Ohio and Chesapeake rail- 
road. 

This year has been marked by an epoch in our Normal School history, 
the graduation of the first normal c'ass. Four students, three gentle- 
men and one lady, graduated in June last, in the elementary course, at 
Marshall College. One of them remains at the college, to graduate in 
the higher course, one of them is successfully teaching in the college, and 
the other two are making their mark as teachers elsewhere. 


XVITI.—Grapep SCHOOLS. 


Most of our school resources have hitherto been expended in provi- 
ding the common district school. The time has arrived, when mcre 
attention should be given to higher and graded schools, for our county 
towns and larger villages. A number of them already have graded - 
schools, But many of them still have not, and most of those in exist- 
enee might be considerably improved. It is not just to tax the people 
for schools without providing euch schools as the people need. And 
these county towns, and other central points, greatly need schools of a 
higher grade, in which more advanced studies can be advantageously 
taught, and that can furnish the advantages of a thorough classification 
and gradation. The school system can supply them, is intended to sup- 
ply them, and is supplying them wherever fully in operation. They save 
heavy expense in sending children abroad for an education, keep money 
and enterprise at home, and, besides, incite very many more to secure 
the benefits of a more advanced education. They are also an ornament 
and an attraction to the town, attracting pupils and families thither from 
the surrounding country. They exert also a healthy and stimulating 
effect upon the country schools, supplying them with better teachers, 
inciting others to imitate if not to emulate them, and promote a general 
interest in educational and literary matters. 

Our school system cannot be considered as fully established until a 
graded school, with at least three departments, primary, intermediate 
and grammar, is in successful operation in every village of any size in 
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our State. Nor can its value to the people be fairly estimated, until its 
capacity and its advantages in this direction have been brought out and 
tested. 

Every opportunity, therefore, has been improved to explain the im- 
portance and value of these schools, and to encourage their establishment 


wherever practicable. And they are both practicable and economical 
wherever a town can furnish an average attendance of one hundred 
pupils. But there is a practical obstaclein their way, in the provision of 
our law that each district in a township, shall have school for the same 
period in the year, since these schools should be continued from nine to 
ten months per year. Without this, their principal peculiar value can- 
not be attained—not simply that of longer continuance, but the still 
more important ones of securing a sufficiently qualified principal, and of 
retaining him, and the organization of the classes, from year to year. 
The provision referred to, as a general one, is both wise and necessary, 
and should by no means be abolished. But it can be waived in the case 
of these graded schools just as it now is in the case of high schools and 
independent districts. Indeed, such a waiving of it would obviate the 
principal necessity for the questionable practice of establishing these 
independent districts. 


XIX.—Scuoor Hovses. 


In most parts of the State, the school houses are, for their purposes, 
better than the average of the dwellings are for theirs. They are neat 
and tasteful, and present a most grateful appearance to the passer-by. 
Their location is usually well selected, and they are often enclosed 
with a very pretty fence and supplied with the necessary fixtures, Not 
unfrequently, they are cosily nestled in some pleasant grove, on some 
gentle elevation, presenting a picture that would delight the eye of an 
artist. They certainly mark an era of progress in the conceptions and - 
tastes of the people; and I do not hesitate to express the conviction that 
our country school houses are in advance of those of sister States, whose 
school systems are much older than ours. 

Several fine school buildings have also this year been erected or finished, 
in some of our larger towns. Charleston, the Capital, has completed 
during the school year an excellent brick structure, capable of accom- 
modating over three hundred pupils, which is admirably adapted to its 
purpose. Unfortunately, its projectors did not make sufficient allowance 
for the rapid growth of the place, and it will soon need enlargement. 
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Moorefield has also just completed an elegant school house, in a most 
beautiful location, at just the right distance to be removed from the bustle 
of the town, and yet not inconvenient to the pupils. Grafton, after a 
long series of persistent efforts, amid the most serious and perplexing 
difficulties, is erecting a beautiful and commodious house for a graded 
school. Her board of commissioners deserve the highest praise for their 
persistence and enterprise. The University, at Morgantown, has also this 
year added to our educational structures one of the finest and best build- 
ings of that kind in the State, and ata very moderate outlay, considering 
the beauty of its appearance, the excellence of its construction, and the 
amount and kind of its accommodations. "E 

The city of Wheeling, however, is erecting the finest public school 
structure in the State, for:the accommodation of its fourth ward schools. 
No pains have been späredito make it a model, both as to appearance and 
adaptation to its purpose, and the efforts in this direction promise to be 
crowned with complete success. As it is expected that an engraving of 
it will accompany this report, no detailed description is necessary. 


Other towns are contemplating larger and better houses for the accom- 
modation of their increasing number of school children, and that they 
may avail themselves of the advantages of more thoroughly organized . 
and graded schools. Comparatively, our towns have been behind the 
country in the matter of their school houses. But the time is evidently 
approaching when they will have school houses that will be their just 
prideand glory. It is to be hoped that they will avail themselves of the 
many improvements that are being introduced into modern school houses 
80 that they may combine the largest amount of beauty and adaptation, 
of economy and utility. 

Our country houses are lacking in entry accommodations more than in 
any other one thing. Their doors usually open directly into the school 
room, with no place for removing hats, bonnets, shawls and other out- 
door garments, or of properly providing for thém when they are removed. 
All matters of this nature have to be atten ded to in the school room itself, 
and often in school time, and always with more or less detriment to the 
good order and progress of the school, infringing seriously upon its time 
-and quite as seriously diverting attention from its duties. A lurge amount 
of mud and moisture is also thus carried into the room that ought sedu- 
lously to be kept outside, interfering sadly with the cleanliness and neat- 
ness that should always be elements of school-room culture. An entry is 
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not only a convenience ; it is an important requisite in the proper cultiva- 
lion of taste and manners. 

Fortunately, these entry-less houses may have this important append- 
age added to them. An entry, from five to seven feet wide, and extend- 
ing three-fourths or four-fifths across the front of the house, so as to cover 
both doors, with posts two or three feet shorter than those of the main 
building, with a roof running the same way and of the same pitch as the 
main one, and fitted up to the end of the main building as much below 
‘its cornice as the posts are shorter, and with a similar cornice, two doors 
in front and a window on each side, and divided by a partition in the 
middle, will supply this great convenience ata small cost and will improve 
rather thaninjure the good appearance of the house. This will furnish 
two entry-ways, or rooms, one for the malesand the other for the females, 

It is, moreover, sometimes the case that the windows are too few, and 
especially that they are too short. They should extend to within about 
a foot and a half of both the floor and the ceiling of the room. This is 
needed for the most important purpose of ventilation. No ordinary 
school room contains air enough for the healthy breathing of forty or 
fifty pupils for a single hour,.and the vitiated air of an unventilated 
school room often poisons the children, and sows the seed that ripens into 
consumption and related diseases. A country school house cannot be 
provided with costly appliances for ventilation; and, if it were, many 
of them would be found more costly than useful. In fact, few of them 
are more effectual than a long window, reaching nearly to the top of the 
room and down below the mouths of the pupils, and opened a little both 
at the top and the bottom. The philosophy of this need not be explained 
here—the fact is beyond question. In winter, the greater heat of the air 
within over that without uses the opened door and crevices quite effectu- - 
ally for ventilation, so that there is not so much need of resort to the 
windows. But, even then, they should be used every day, at some time 
when the pupils are not at their studies, to change and purify the air of 
the room, It should never be omitted. An aperture at the top and 
another at the bottom of a window, even in summer, will keep up a 
better and healthier circulation in the room than would be secured by 
taking the window entirely out. For similar reasons, our houses are 
sometimes too low. The posts of the smallest houses it is proper to have 
at all should not be less than twelve feet, and those of larger houses 
should be longer in proportion. 
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A bell is an important addition to a school house—especially a country 
school house. It saves a great amount of time and perplexity on the 
part of the teacher, adds much to the punctuality and progress of the 
pupils; and is a great convenience to the neighborhood. -A very fine 
composition bell, that can be heard all over any ordinary district, can be 
procured for twenty-five dollars. A good one can be had for eighteen 
dollars, a fair one for twelve dollars, and one much better than none for 
nine. A small, neat, open belfry, adding to the appearance of the house; 
and sufficient to hold either of these bells, can be set upon the roof, 
without any framed connection with the interior. 

XX.—FURNITURE. ; 


Reference has already been made to the importance of good furniture 
for the school room. Substantial, comfortable and tasteful desks should 
be provided, in no case to accommodate more than two pupils each. In- 
deed, each pupil ought to have a desk entirely to himself, and nothing 
short of poverty should induce any other arrangement. Itis wisest, and 
in the end the cheapest, to procure desks of the best makers. 

The first accompanying engraving represents an excellent folding 
EEEE desk, made by Leese & 
E Co., of Parkersburg, 
in our own State. The 
second engraving 
shows the same desk 
folded up. The desk 
part can also be fold- 
ed alone, leaving the 


seat in place, so as to 
. serve practically as a 
sort of a settee. This desk 
is rather expensive. But, 
when folded, it allowsroom ' 
and opportunity for exer- 
cises that are being intro- 
9)? duced into the best schools, 
as no other desk does. This 
class of desks is being intro- 
duced into many of the fore- 
” most schools of the country. 
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The one represented in the engravings has a patent stationary slate on 
the upper surface of the desk. It has about all the conveniences that 
can be asked for in a first-class school desk. 

The third engraving represents a graduated series of desks, manufac- - 
tured by A. H. Andrews & Co., of Chicago, having a folding seat. This 


style of desk is perhaps, all things considered, the best for ordinary use. 
The folding seat is a great convenience. They can be had to seat one 
pupil each, or two. Leese & Co., make a similar desk, not quite so neat 
and well finished. They will furnish the irons alone, and the wooden 
parts can be put on by some local mechanic. This, though not desirable 
in itself, is still much better than the all wood desk made by the local 
workman. In remote localities, perhaps the best thing that can be done 
is to provide these desks in this way. If an all wood desk is used, there 
is hardly a better style than the one illustrated by the fourth engraving. 
= - , It is called the Rankin Patent Desk, and 
E SN. 4 <i is manufactured by Hawthorne, Eaton . 

eI Spe Co., of Troy, O. It does not need fasten- 
B, ing to the floor, and is neat, convenient 
and durable. It will probably commend 
itself to many boards of education, who are constructing school houses, 
and who cannot be induced to procure a still better desk. 

These engravings have nob been introduced to advertise the parties 
named. They are given in response to frequent requests from school 
boards and county superintendents, and to indicate the most desirable 
styles of desks. Each one of these styles is manufactured by other firms, 
and can be procured from any of the prominent dealers in school furni- 
ture. 

A few simple directions to such as will still have their seats entirely 
constructed at home may not be out of place. The desks for a mixed 
school should never all be of the same size. -Small pupils need small 
seats, and larger pupils should have larger ones. The length of double . 
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desks for larger pupils needs to be from three feet to three feet six inches. 
For primary pupils, they should be from two and a half to three feet. 
When they are all of one length, three feet is about a proper one. The 
seat Should be about a foot wide, the front edge nearly an inch and a half 
higher than the other, and the back inclined backwards, soas to be 
nearly at right angles with the top of the seat. The height of the front 
of the seat should vary from ten to eighteen inches. Height of the front 
of desk, from twenty to twenty-eight inches. The top should havea level 
piece at the back, from two to four inches wide. The rest of the top, which 
should be from twelve to sixteen inches wide, should slant downwards 
from an inch and three-quarters to two inches and a half. For primary 
seats, the lowest numbers given should be used. For the largest pupils, 
use the largest numbers; and for intermediate pupils, the intermediate 
ones. The back of the seat should in all cases extend an inch or an 
inch and a half above the top of the desk, back of it; and the ends of 
the top and back should extend about the same distance beyond the end 
pieces to which they are fastened. There should always be a shelf 
underneath for books. Ink wells are indispensable. They may be pro- 
cured for about three dollars a dozen from any school furniture dealer. | 
Their value, in preserving the school house and the children’s books and 
clothes from ink stains, and their parents’ and teacher’s tempers from 
sore tria], is beyond estimation. 

A large amount of black-board is a simple necessity. A teacher who 
does nof know how to use it does not understand his business. There are 
times when nearly or quite the whole school need to be employed at the 
black-board at the same time. Hence one entire end and the space 
between the windows on the sides is really none too much to be occupied 
with black-board. There should at least be a black-board entirely across 
the end. When the houses are ceiled, as many of ours are, they cannot 
well be made of anything else than wood, painted black. But, when 
houses are plastered, a little plaster of paris put into the finish coat, and 
the whole colored with lampblack before putting on, makes a better 
black-board. If it is not colored black enough at first, it may be painted. 
A still better black-board is made by the use of liquid slating, which can 
be procured at a not very high price. It can be put on either wood or 
plaster. For working on the black-board, crayons are much better and 
more convenient than chalk, and'but a trifle costlier. 
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XXL—APPARATUS. 


It is hardly worth while to procure delicate and costly apparatus for a 
country school. But there are certain simple and not costly articles of 
apparatus that are essential to the proper illustration of even the primary 
studies, and which ought to be considered indispensable to every school- 
room. 


Prominent among these is the abacus, or numeral Fani, an engraving 
of which is here inserted. It ET E C Lae = 


il Li 
teacher it is of inestimable fila 


value, in illustrating the re-| | NA 
lations of numbers. 
Then there should be a set, ! 


and solids, and the extraction 
of the cube root, costing three or four dollars 
more. <A globe, that will answer all practical 
purposes, can be had for a like sum, and 
can be made to impart ideas of the earth’s 
shape and movements, and of latitude, longitude, zones, and the like, that 
cannot so well be imparted in any other way. It is true that some 


teachers have little ability to use such 
things to any purpose, and allow them to ` 


me idle in some drawer. But itis a ques- 


be allowed to lie idle. Maps, charts, and 
other pictorial illustrations are also of 
great utility and importance. 


A little tact will enable a teacher to use 
many common things, as illustrations of 
what he is teaching, and thus make them 
subserve the purposes of apparatus. A 
turnip or potato may be cut into the shape 
of the various solids, or may be used to 


illustrate the extraction of the roots. An apple, a knitting-needle and 


~ 
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a candle, will serve to illustrate many tbings concerning the earth and its 
relations to the sun. A flat thin hoop may be made to illustrate the 


AD. 


Circle. Crescent, Spherical Triangle. Oval. 


4 


4 sasl ie 
Cylinder. 


Tetrahedron, Spheroid, 
flattening of the earth at the poles, and a rapidly turning carriage wheel, 
in a muddy 3 road, may show the workings of the centrifugal and cen- 

| tripetal forces. The world 
‘is full of objects for illus- 
tration, lying around us 
on every hand. The dif- 
ference between the irue 
teacher and the mere hire- 
ling is that the latter 
E» knows how to find and use 
| É them and the former does 
E not. But there are so 


such simple apparatus as has been described should be provided i in every 
country school, to aid and stimulate them, and ii them to profit the 
pupils. 


- a 
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XXII.—GxoroarcAL SURVEY. 


Our State is rich in mineral resources. But we have no adequate 
knowledge of their extent or value. Such knowledge is essential, either 
^to the developing of these resources ourselves, or to the attracting hither 
of the necessary capital and enterprise to do it. Private enterprise will 
never make the necessary explorations. If done at all, it must be by the 
State. Our resources must therefore remain largely unobserved and 
unused, until such time as the State shal! order a thorough geological 
and mineralogical survey of its territory, to indicate and point out these 
resources, and to pave the way for their development. It is a question 
"Whether the time has not arrived when this should be done. 


XXIIL—Inrx SCHOOL SYSTEM. 


The school system is emphatically the poor man’s friend. 1st. When 
fully in operation, it brings a school within the reach of every boy and 
girl in the State. Nothing short of a state school system has ever yet 
done this, or ever can doit. 2d. On the average, it brings them a better 
school than they otherwise have, when they have any atall. It does 
this, through its examination and scrutiny of the teachers, through its 
efforts, by means of Institutes, Normal Schools and otherwise, for their 
improvement, and through’ the closer oversight, on the part of school _ 
officers and parents, which it induces. 3d. It does these things at a 
much less expense to him than they could otherwise be secured. An in- 
dividual, owning from eight hundred to a thousand dollars worth of prop- 
erty, and probably assessed at about five hundred, will ordinarily pay 
about a dollar and a quarter per year for school tax, if the school house 
is built. For this, if he has three children to send to school, he will get 
at least four months schooling each, or twelve months in all. Ata private 
school, this would probably cost him some twelve dollars. The school 

- system provides this, of the better quality, for the one dollar and a quar- 
ter. Can the poor man ask a more friendly system than this? 

The school system also powerfully promotes the public interests. It 
attracts capital and enterprise. Cultivated man will not emigrate to 
communities where there are few or no educational advantages for their 
families, Capital is chary of investment among an unintelligent and 
unenterprising population, swayed by passion and governed by prejudice. 
It promotes enterprise, by stimulating thought, and by encouraging en- 
deavor. It increases wealth, by increasing the intelligence of the laborer, 


E 
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- and therefore rendering his labor more productive to himself and to oth- 
ers, by inciting him to higher aspirations and to larger enterprise, and 
by enlarging desire stimulates to greater activity to secure its gratifica- 
tion. The greater the intelligence of a community, the more rapid its 
advancement in enterprise and wealth; and the greater its wealth and 
enterprise the easier it is to inaugurate and carry on any great underta- 
king for the promotion of its public interests, and the more those interests 
will be promoted by the interworking and multiform results of individual 
prosperity. 

It is a mistake to suppose, as some do, that whatever advantage the 
school system brings to the poor, is at the expense of the rich. This is 
not so, because there is so much economy in system. The managers of 
all great financial enterprises understand this. The question of dividends 
or no dividends, of success or of failure, often turns upon the presence or 
absence of a better system or of closer superintendence, Without sys- 
tem or superintendence, our great manufacturing establishments would 
be failures—would, in fact, be impossibilities. With them, their profits 
are considerable, and often enormous. In like manner, it does not cost 
any thing like so much to educate the masses by a public school system, 
as it would to educate them in the manner the few are educated without 
it. In fact, the education of the few without a public school system often. 

- costs, in the aggregate, quite as much as is required to educate the many 
by it. Itis a question, for instance, whether the peoplé of Virginia, 
before the inauguration of the school system, did not actually spend for 
the education of a part of the children, by the ways then in vogue, quite 
as much as is now necessary to educate all the children, by means of the 
public school system. If so, nothing is, or need be, lost, and very much 
is gained by a school system. : 

There is another mistake sometimes made, as to the right of the State 
to tax the rich for the support of a school system. The object for which 
the State uses the money is not material to the ‘question. It is a princi- 
ple of morality, and of political economy as well, that every one is bound 
to return an equivalent for value received. If I take a shoemaker's 

— boots, I am bound to pay him their value. If I procure a bushel of 
grain, worth a dollar, from a farmer, I am under obligation to give him 
a dollar for it. We are under the same obligation to the State. If we 
have received and used value from it, we are owing that value to it— 
just as really as we are for value received from one another. And we 
have received, and are continually receiving, from the State, a much 
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larger value than she has asked back, or will ask, from-us in taxes, for 

any purpose whatever. Without her protection, the production of wealth 

is actually impossible; and, if amassed, we could not retain it, without 

that protection constantly applied. That protection, therefore, is worth 
a hundred fold more to us than all the taxes we pay, for all purposes 

whatever. And, if so, the State certainly has a right to tax us for any 

purpose she sees fit. There is not the least danger that she will ask more 

than she has given. Hence, the right to tax for school purposes, even if 
we should individually get no benefit from the schools, cannot rightfully 

be questioned. » 

But the rich are benefitted by the school system, and to an extent far 
beyond the amount of tax they pay. Indeed, it is not really a question 
of amount of tax at all. Or, if it is, the amount of tax is in favor of 
the school system. In fact, they are simply shut up to this alternative— 
to pay a tax for the support of schools, or in the end to pay a larger tax 
for the support of pauperism and the punishment of crime, which the 
education of the masses would prevent. A school system will not pre- 
vent all pauperism and crime. But it will prevent an amount that 
would cost the State quite as much as the schools, and more. This 
result, to be sure, is not fully realized at once—since it requires a gen- 
eration for the full power of the school system to be manifested. But 
shall we go on, sinking deeper and deeper in the mire of ignorance and 
its consequent pauperism and crime, simply because from necessary 
causes we cannot completely extricate ourselves at once? Certainly not. 
This single consideration, therefore, evinces that the rich are rather bene- 
fitted than injured by a school system. But this is not all. 

The rich are benefitted by a school system in this, that the education 
of the. masses promotes enterprise and the consequent increase of wealth. 
As the wealth of the community increases, the rate of taxation to pro- 
duce the same revenue necessarily decreases, thus lessening the amount 
of tax the rich have to pay, and increasing the amount paid by others. 
They are also benefitted by the increase of intelligence of the various 
laborers they employ, as their greater intelligence augments the value of 
their services. Not simply the clerk and the mechanic, but the humblest 
day laborer, also, will render greater service, other things being equal, 
by greater intelligence, and the greater the intelligence the more valu- 
able the services. 

The rich are still further benefitted by the greater intelligence and 
attractiveness of the society which the culture of the schools causes to 


ScHoou Report. 41 


grow up in the community around them. There is less ignorance and 
depravity to prey upon them, and more culture to adorn society around 
them, and cause it to minister more directly and powerfully to their 
welfare-and happiness. . od 

Thus it is that a school system, when in full operation, and when it 
has had opportunity to develop its resources, is in reality a blessing and 
a benefactor to all classes. Our school system is but in its infancy, and 
has had powerful and unwonted obstacles to overcome. But, considering 
those obstacles, it certainly has done nobly. If we will be patient and 
considerate with it, and will foster and cherish it, it will eventually 
bring us all it promises. 


»" 


— XXIV.—SUPERINTENDENCY. 


It would be as impossible for a school system to attain success without 

a superintending head, as an army to achieve victory without a general. 

Hence, no State school system has been undertaken without such central 
superintending head, and no one desiring the success of such a system 
is likely to undertake the experiment. Two States, however, Pennsyl- 
vatiia and Minnesota, have undertaken to make the State School Super- 
intendency a sort of dependency upon the Secretaryship of State. But 
it was found that this necessited such additional clerical force in that 
department, as nearly equalled the expense of a separate department, 
while it soon became apparent that the policy was destructive of all 
efficiency in the school system. Men elected to political offices are seldom 
fitted for school work ; and, if they were, would have too much else on 
hand properly to attend to it. Hence, the attempts both proved disas- 
trous, and were soon abandoned. 

But there is equal need of a superintending agency between the Gen- 
eral Superintendent and the people. One man.can come in direct and 
inspiring contact with but few of ‘the people in fifty-three different 
counties, and can directly attend to but a very few of the many local 
interests that demand attention. He must needs have subordinates, 
through whom he can work, and who shall carry his inspiration to the 
teachers and the people at large—just as a commanding general must 
have his subordinate commanders of corps, divisions or brigades. Our 
county superintendency has not produced the best results, probably 
partly through the incompetency or the indifference of some of the in- 
cumbents. But there is a serious difficulty, in that the compensation is 
not sufficient to enable them to devote all their time to this work, and 
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the service required is altogether too much to enable them successfully 
to follow some other avocation for a livelihood. Yet, the service they 
have rendered has been important, and could not safely be dispensed 
with. No man, however, ought to be eligible to that position unless he 
can procure a State Professional Certificate. 

It is also a question whether the present mode of election is the best 
io secure the most competent officers, and whether there ought not to be 
some more direct and practical means of removing incompetent or in- 
efficient ones. — 7 

It is possible that a district superintendency, having one thoroughly 
competent man for each judicial district, to devote all his time and en- 
ergies to the work, might prove more efficient. Such district superin- 
tendents could be paid a fair compensation without a much greater cost 
than the present county superintendeney. But the amount of territory 
in each district would be so large, and the number and magnitude of the 
interests entrusted to him so great, that unless such district superinten- | 
dent were not only very capable, but very thoroughly acquainted with the 
genius and workings of the school system, and withal very active, there 
is the greatest danger that those interests would seriously suffer. 

Leading educators everywhere, under the public school system, regard 
such county or district superintendency as indispensable to the proper 
working of the system. But the considerations impelling them to this 
conclusion are more urgent here in West Virginia than almost anywhere 
else, The general lack of acquaintance on the part of our people and 
school officers with the system, the many liabilities everywhere to injudi- 
cious action, and the prejudice of many of our people against the system, 
and the great need everywhere of an inspiring and impelling power, ren- 
der such superintendency an actual necessity to the successful working 
of the system in our State. 


X X V.—SUGGESTIONS. 


4 


The leading characteristic features of our law are excellent. They are 
hardly surpassed by those of the law of any other State. But there are 
some incongruities about it, The direction for making the levy after the 
annual distribution of the State money, now that the distribution is in 
September, is an incongruity that ought to be remedied. 

The phrase in the forty-fourth section of the law—'' with the assent of 
the voters ”—ought to be expunged, or else ‘special provisions made for 
obtaining such assent. But, as a refusal to make a levy is a virtual 
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local abrogation of the law, there is a strange incongruity in the legisla- 
ture making a law and then allowing the people to nullify it piecemeal, 
at pleasure. What if townships were in like manner allowed to nullify 
the law concerning the magistracy, and decline to have-any in their 
midst, or to set aside the law concerning the collection of taxes, and the 
like? If the school system is good enough for the State at large, and - 
worthy of being adopted at all, it would seem that is good enough for 
individual townships, and that they should no more have power to nullify 
it, than to nullify any other of the laws of the State. 

The General Superintendent is now required to do office work, without 
a clerk, and also to travel in the State at large—rather difficult things to 
be done at the same time by one person. There is a large portion of the 
office work that can as well be done by an ordinary clerk, as by one com- 
petent to be a General Superintendent. At the same time, there is quite 
as much other work needing to be done, which only a competent Super- 
intendent can do, as can be done by one man. The question arises, 
whether the Superintendent should not have a clerk, relieving his duties 
ef the incongruity, and enabling more and better service to be per- 
formed. 


XXVI.—CONCLUSION. 


This Report has been prepared under circumstances precluding proper 
attention to style and method. The leading facts connected with the 
year's workings of the school system are, however, presented, with such 
discussion of the principles of the system as seemed advisable. I trust 
the imperfections of the Report will be pardoned, and the interests of 
the schools sedulously guarded. 


TABLE A.—Showing the Receipts and Disbursemenis of the School Fund in each County. 


RECEIPTS, ` EXPENDITURES. 
For Scaoo1s. For ScHOOLS. T 
COUNTY. 0 1] f a Salary to Teachers Paid to Sec- 
. Paid for ner . 
From State. | From Levy. From other Total. C Males. | Female — Jetaries of Apparatus. Commission. |Contingencies. Total. 
Barbour,......... e... | $4,587 5518 4,557 82| $ 820 43'$ 9,415 80 $ 3,060 15) $ 170 00 $ 45 000 $ 9 40 $12118| $ 94 63 $ 3,500 36 
Berkeley,...... m" 4,572 60 18, 926 94| 3;097 08 26, 696 62| ....... besosss toese 244 00) 191 50 2823 23| 1,872 51 $2,031 24 
Boone,............ oe eee 1,667 15 2.902 18| ....... sose 4 569 33| ....... esscosososses 115 00| ......... 174 56 97 30 $386 86 
Braxton.......... toeo $416 50 8606 87 $905 51 81, 828 88 "3430 28 100 00 20 OO}  ........ 36 64 80 $587 07 
Brooke................| 81,084 88| 17,184 72 1; 486 27 025, 705 87| 38,154 97 4,287 73 108 33| 174 65 1,026 27 1,133 28 9,885 23 
Cabell........... ...--. $2,844 76| $8,879 14| ...........-- 86, 723 90 3. 766 33| 1,879 60 175 00 20 00 244 7) 39 50 6,119 04 
a NET N 1,282 06; 1,214 97 10 00 2447 03; 1,360 00 360 00 aeseseseoess]  ososeeseosos 1,815 00 
ante ctes ses cnseccess o Report. 
Doddridge.... ..4| $1,587 88 $9,785 28 109 00| 25,882 06| 3,112 33 1,144 00 94. 13 46 00 4,505 96 
Fayette........-.. acess] 51,905 86| 4,186 80 15 60| $6,108 16 2, 164 35 $687 00 81 23 19 77, 38,457 35 
Gilmer.............. ... 1,716 14| $1,070 00| ............. $2,786 14| ..........-.. exse] 100 OO! |o e£] o tt HH $100 00 
Grant.......... een - 1,502 84| 2,691 28| ..........-.. 4,193 62| ..........] 4... 10 53 13 72 105 63 
Greenbrier.. ... ... se 82,116 69 i5, 054 59| ....... osoase $7,171 28| $4,501 00 883 00 246 60 143 82} 25,856 92 
Hampshire..... ...... 2,391 19| 10,882 44 161 82, 12,935 45 4,959 29 948 95 423 48 285 00| £46,716 72 
Hancock..........-.-. 1.492 56 7,160 66l ........ 8,658 22| 3,603 74| 2,001 74 139 54 308 32| £46,136 34 


Hardy... s.. secsec] 1,785 16] 11,451 69| 210 23| 18,447 08| 4,824 25| 1,491 00 
Harrison..........| 6,294 60| 23,454 14| 3,947 93| 33,096 57| 14,260 55| 4,220 09 
Jackson.....««..«] 8,781 50| 7,188 47} 182 75| 11,097 72| 6,986 83| 2,087 00 


Jefferson........... e $2,024 12| $8,429 76| ............. 26,353 88| 35,441 26| 896 00 eMnesss| $5028 21| $7,010 46 
Kanawha..........-- 8,475 76| 7,735 86 28 84| 11.285 46| ...........- eeenete tates 12 25| 499 59 561 84 
Lewis........-..-| 2,848 69| 8,501 16| 792 10| 12,141 95| $3,767 69| 1,161 36 168 00| 441 28| $5,668 33 
Lincoln.............| 81,246 93| $2,168 37| ...........| $8,415 80| .........—.—. nnm 180 57 4 00] $206 58 
Logan.............--. $1,629 47| 2,124 85 29 58| 3,768 90| ....—...-.e| ern 18 61 83 40 190 01 
Marion...............{ .5,001 92 12,867 16| 1,199 19| 19,068 27, 8,682 53] 4,421 00 906 86} 499 89| 814,860 28 


Marshall......«..-«-«- 89929 15| 16,509 29| 1,727 29| 22,165 73| 9,815 75| 4,782 81 534 18| 1,456 21! "16,763 95 
Mason...........| 4,087 69, 19,245 41) 8,528 35] 26,861 45 11,526 96; 38,158 90} 137 00) 226 88 1,167 35 1,209 2 17,421 30 
McDowell... "TTIITIIIII 8213 88 $102 00 as 999899999 2315 88 6660094 100006 enerets tee see 25 00 [IIT TIIIDI 00 
Mercer........... ..... $389 84| 82.327 19| ...........- $2,717 03} ..... eseesee — — 125 00j ......... 


FF 
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TABLE A.— Continued. 


3 RECEIPTS. | EXPENDITURES, ^ 


E 
———————————À—ÁÁ— À—— —— á€—— 


For Scnoors. S For ScHooLs. 
COUNTY. 
a Salary to Teachers. Paid to Sec- Paid for |. os ! 
Fom State, From Levy. eg Total. — A cune Peters of Apparatus Commiss on. | Contingencies. Total. 

Mineral.....| $ $475 00/3 $6,844 49 $ "11 028 $ 7 380 51|$ .............]B. ......... $ 99 50| $ 54 87| $ 161 13| $ 165 75| $ 8481 25 
Monongalia.| 4.120 90| 2,163 65| 4,889 14 30,149 69|  ...... Mason" icona e| 200 00) | $521 69| $505 55| 81,227 24 
Monroe... ... ee Report. 
Morgan.... 1,999 49| 5,859 28| ..........-. 7,858 72| 8,105 00 475 00 81 00 66 00 160 14| 2,6021 85| 5,908 99 
Nicholas. ...| 2,255 06| 83.811 55 25 00| 5,591 61| 2,007 50 40 00 93 400|  ^180 65| ....e 82,825 15 
Ohio...... ..{ 2,981 68| 16,904 23| 1,735 65| 21,621 56| ........«-| eee 100 00| 15000)  .670 85| 1,005 68 1,926 53 
Wheeling City..| 5,919 20| 46,288 47| 10,484 20| 62,641 87 "8, 740 00) 17,622 00 500 00| ^ sssssees 1,888 66| 2,270 70| 830.521 36 
Pendleton..| 2,229 12| 82,774 92; 969 64| $5,973 68| 89,649 66 63 00 122 OO} | — aessee serene 28 83| 2 763 49 
Pleasants... 1,930 78| 51,133 99| 156 02| §8,220 79| ............ éexwecersul,. db 00) asise 48 78 99 83| 89298 61 
Pocahontas.|| 1,255 28] 2,848 85| ............ 3,604 23| 2.511 32 418 50 55 00 1 60 5 42 30 56] 3,022 40 
Preston...... 457 23| 19,141 29) 386 24| 23,954 76| 13,088 15} 1,072 25| 197 75} seve. 278 55 898 64! 816.030 34 
Putnam..,...| 8,668 84,733 90 20 00) $8,421 90| ......---] ee 150 00 m 244 68 287 b0| $682 18 
Raleigh......|]No Report. 
Randolph...} 2,764 50| $2,586 93| — 884 22 $5,085 65| -.ssaz-sscee] eet 159 00 4 173 69 49 79} $879 48 
Ritchie sesse] 2. 13,296 16 12 60} 818,308 76} 3, 636 65 2,928 66) 175 00] 104 00 414 5 136 45| 6,820 27 
Roate........ No Report. - 
Taylor $1,841 20, 37,575 88 $18 00) 14,018 94} ..........] saoe RAN 108 50 85 40 274 RD 814 15 780 94 
Tucker....... 1,088 34| $787 00| ............ 1,825 34 885 15 75 00 58 00 85 00 48 91]. ssesvccseesess 81,102 06 
Tyler.. .......]No Report. 
Upshur.....| 2,084 37| 9,657 87 812 76| 12,055 00| ........... MS 124 00 Sau 407 84 121 22 653 06 
Wayne.....| 3,410 97| 8,987 19| ..-.---.| 11,797 40 "6, 226 50) 1,010 20 125 00 ^. 157 00) 420 65| $7,989 35 
Webster..... |No Report. : 
Wetzel. .....|]No Report. 

irt... 1,546 85| 5,725 39 30 00] 7,801 74| 3,762 27 460 50 160 00 32 35 375 62 91 39| 4,882 13 
Wood......| 5,818 72 819, 276 69| 1,824 46| 826,918 87 10, 747-40| 8,923 75| | 208 50| 351,05 969 06 856 221 22,051 08 
Wyoming eae 2. 099 39 CTTIZITELITTTI — 16909 eensess 2.099 39 *s*5992, 99999 *9999599 *9*9S.4] j§- seeerses EEA seos ootvos]| Seeersecaveeses| — 9**** Seeds 808 

. Total... ($118,518 70/$298.276 611$43,285 82! $565,207 99' $153,794 80! $66,959 04) $5.966 84! $1.864 69| $15.008 30 $19.298 10'$262.891 77 


Numbers marked thus 2, denotes that they are incomplete. 
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TABLE B.—Showing the Expenditures of the Building Fund in each 
County. 


EXPENDITURES. 


COUNTY. 


For Land.| For Houses. | For Rent. Beek Furniture.) Interest. Total. 


BAe DOU Eo es oevevexue cot [yeysesusdoxvese oesaxvsnssus csavnvexnidlseensecedees| sepes kenunA | (Uta XAR SENE 
Berkeley...... -|$ 125 ong 1,781 00$ 35 00 ni 86 66 Q0] B 2,428 86 
Boone. [IEEE Seeeegee "788 8 00i. eeove seven 0 00 TT *eavottonevt "43 00 
Braxtomhueosud ess conse] xev eoru DIR Ye eV ded as OTETA PER FEEN ATETEA EEE 
Brooke......| 400 00) 9,809 15... 534 60| 2T 25| 834 56| 11, 105, 65 
Cabell...... ... 50 00| 3,875 00) 12 00| 208 75|........ ju AREA 4,145" 76 
oe aes 35 00| 935 00. | 81 OO) — 17 00... 1,018 00 

& **5€99*995 qqe[lng*cecsett9 gee] canesese [ETYPTIXIEII IIDILDPTMIEIIDIPEITIIIEPTETEITIITIIII PIYYNTYIIPISEIAES soe oe 
Doddridge... "168 00| 2,387 29| 28 00| 49 50| 428 58l.. ess. 3,011 37 
Fayette... 5 00 86 00} 18 70|..........-. T OO svoxesssvers 116 70 
Gimer aa «vonsrsosntelcosaco cacecvece[|»cvoocvo »oosoejroo c00090909090],40 Ti Peer ir eee ri riseyriririr i erry y 
Grant. ......... 18 75| 1,718 00} 19 00| 28 90| 40 85|.....| 1,815 50 


C:eenbrier..! 682 50| 4,701 68| 177 50| 128 62 
Hampshire..| 55 00| 4.462 10| 50 50| 26 79 


Hancock...... 265 00| 1,684 60| 70 00|) 112 10|........... |... rosses 4| 2,081 70 
Hatdyiscvievse d seneese. 4,436 14| 108 00| 386 80 A OO levovevsseees 4,584 44 
Harrison...... 485 00] 10,762 05] 82 83} 106 50|......... „| 12 00} 11,347 88 
Jackson....... 82 75| 4,586 17 4 00| 236 43| 50 OO0|........»-. 4,859 85 
Jefferson... ... |... eee eee ee e| socccecccnccees| coe EA, 68 85|... ..-. e Seal cn ceeupeceee 68 85 
Kanawha....| 132 00] 5,609 46 8 00| 49 00| 726 OO0|.......-. 6,519 46 
Lewia....... -| 78 12} 2,691 98| 108 00| 44 00|.........|.... | 2,922 10 
Linoola...-...|... ..-..--- 449 85| 27 00 5 00| 21 50|....- 496 35 
Logan .-..-....|...... NEN 1,041 42 5 00|...... C NAE api -.| 1,046 42 
Marion......| 816 75| 6,948 64| 71 00| 74 17| 787 OO]... -| 8,147 46 
Marshall...... 177 75| 19,249 87; 168 00| 868 21| 759 57| 884 68| 21,052 58 
Mason......... 1,050 00 13, 131 10 9 00 98 57 caa so*osvétol»^o OORCROaEE 14,283 07 
MeDowell....|... ......... OB OL A E l'eebepesoses| erouctueisecl E 96 00 
S LU ries seerre viesecistivcuckeviveud acundunad bes ors Nevevgese levadesee Os lsaccunenusac TT — 
Mineral......| 104 28| 1, 523 41| 151 75| 85 19| 67 T2... 1,982 98 
Monongalia..| 68 00| 18,915 60 42 25| 148 48| 90 58... 14,204 91 
MOfITO6..:5 EEEE lo vateuctvecnevo saeucexsavecleuaaca'vesece vue vosecrovs ETE | ensessosayr ense 
~ Morgan........ 50 46| 2,550 GO| 24 00| 55 O0|...........]... e| 2,680 06 
Nicholas... ... 2 50| 1,968 67|............|-. T 24 00|.........«] 1,995 17 
Ohio ........... 575 O0| 5,146 30]............ 572 68) 421 O0|..........-. 1,114 88 
Wheeli’g city} 150 00| 18,249 40| 191 50| 991 43|2,508 73]............| 17,091 06 
Pendleton....| 60 00 125-00 ni ceases eret cies 135 00|............ 370 00 


Pleasants.....| 71 00) 2,550 75 6 00| 82 00| 60 00j.........| 2,719 75 
Pocahontas.. 68 00) 3,168 75) 26 00| 25 25| 245 00|]........... 3,528 06 


Preston........ 20 00} 1,796 48 34 OO} 829 O00]|...........] -. eee e eene 2.679 48 
Putnam 150 00| 1,163 OO0|.......... 54 67| 60 O0|......««--- 1,427 57 
Raleigh..... ... |... ......... | ee eere ene] eosarassse assos E EEA newts —— Tree 
Randolph sasan 75 00) 2. 450 91h. uessesss 141 75|...........] | 2.666 99 
Ritchie........ 108 00| 5,195 39 6 00 95 20| 60 90|........... 5,471 49 
Roane (es, | essa ino us | cenovossanatues scs Wau cadet EEE A O ESEO EET dece th 
Taylor......... 190 Ou; 4,578 52 126 00} 764 0O0| 269 20 PAIS NE 5,747 52 
Tucker.... 180 00 ' 535 UP I1 00/5. eixnie ek veoresse 676 00 
Tyletienscers S owe Ness ebes v] anes PEEN EE E as RANT Vs n S T E 
Upshur........ 115 00| 6,376 T76]|........ E 78 08 95 18| 498 34; 7,163 al 
Wayne...... ... 115 00| 1,910 00| 120 50 7 BO] 124 O00|............ 2,277 00 
Webster... is vanes essit axes mm vias PE EE ERRA oua PAE EE 
Wetzel 10 00| 2,847 73| 109 50) 744 75| 98 9"7|...........- "8. 810 95 
W ivtisvestecweds 24 00| 2,701 93 8 OO] 110 IO|....-....4.- [| ce een «f 2,839 08 
Wood. Sep Eses 665 50| 5,661 31 mid ks 489 91 '853 70] 856 22 8, je 64 
Wyoming.....|..... Vieteus| rens ca vexedvess IEEE | soy essestsos sss Cup 4PbaY Nee en E WO EAS RÉP É 


pm 
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TABLE C.—Showing the Number and Value of School Houses, &e. 
BCHOOL HOUSES. VALUE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY. > 
LE: 
COUNTY. sz E "E se 
sesle s Sz | EB » | 2 c 
EEEIES NCIILES EE: es $583 a 3 5 =g 
g (Siz| Sla sicklszi) ss cere 5 E b 24 
& dmAauPEZASES) > [B fa A < Bu 
Barbour.......| 40 feefee 1/41 | 4|10||5 593 25|$ 19,027 00 65 00). ........| 183 75) 19,868 75 
Berkeley 24 | 7/11] 7| 44) 1) 1] 1,879 00/2 25,817 OC} 2,977 655.........| 768 00 31,441 65 
Boone seveeesee|seesee{eeefere} 831 33 |. 2 | 11 528 00| 8,585 00| eese | eere | eee ^ 9,113 00 
Braxton...«| 5 || 611| 1| 5 457 00| 6,369 60| 50 60)...... 6.939 60 
Brooke.........| 20 Joe) 4j... | 21 | ..... 1 |} 538,666 00} 50,343 00! 671 00 509 ‘00| -395 Q0 55,775 00 
Cabell.......| 9 [| 1| 28| 88 |..... 1 621 00| 13,221 00| 202 40| . sese | nse 14 014 40 
Calhoun... | & feefee] 18] 22 | 10] 3 93 00| 3,440 00| 48 00|......... 9 oof 3,590 00 
Clay | 8 J|] 18] 16 free duse 49 00| 1,453 00 $ 
Doddridge...| 20 |--|-.| 15] 85 | 2| 5l 776 00] 5,228 30 
Fayette ...... T d.d 21j 28 |......|... .. 196 50 5,27 8 88 
Gilmer.........]. 2 lej 1| 28| 8L T. i ER [oto nui ceases | a 
Grant 1... | 12 4| 4| 20] 86 l...a} 2|| 238 75| 8.995 00 
Gieenbrier....| 17 | 21...| 18] 87 |.....| 12 ||] 532 oof 13,682 00 
Hampshire..| 25 |...| 1] 14,40 | 2| 8 345 0 1450 00 
Hancock...) 18 fore] 2} 200) 20 1......]......]12 1,150 00 17,900 00 
Hardys] 2].|4|28|34| 1| 1 | 102L00| 1233! 49 
Harrison....| 82 |..| 2| 5| 89 | 10 | 10 || 5,324 18. 58.952 75| 1,940 Oo) 55 00 95 00| 66,970 88 
Jackson... 97 |. -.l97| 74 | 8| 5 || 1,501 00| 24,780 00} — 479 O0| 233 O0| 201 65) 27,14 
Jefferson.....| 4 | 21 7| 5|18 |....|....]l2 390 00/3 8200 00/2 440 00j. ......| 185 008 4,105 00 
Kanawha. ...| 43 |..| 1| 40, 8£ | 2| 1 970 00 99,141 56| 662:0) 645 40| 110 OQ| £5536 19 
Lewis... 28 4| 29157 | 3| 5 577 O0| 16,699 00 70 50] s] sue seve 17.840 50 
Lmoeoln....«| 1|]. 35| 36| 6| 6 118 56| 6,107 39| 200 00 100, 260 | 6,429 40 
Logan secvevefee sefoofee? UP IL foad. 50 0018 — 9235 Q0|.. ... .. 19 45... e 804 45 
Marton... 72] 3| 2177 | 5| 9 | 3,244 00| 46,098 00, 1,498 00| 75 00| 120 00} 51,008 00 
Marshall... | 60 | 1} 1| 20| 82] 3| 6 || 1,961 00 45,149 55| 1033 50 25 00| 48,169 05 
Mison.«....-.| 90 || 9| 89| 72 | 2 |....|| 4803 00! 50,375 0n| 1007 00 992 00 645 € 50| 57,082 50 
McDowell. ...].....|]]--]2 4/2 4 | 1| 101l. —-. 9,600 00| seses esse |o coe cone denn 9,600 00 
Mercer ..ccecsslesecccfeas[oee| BS] 58 | 61. .n//3 140 00 400 U0} ..... usse MIS IEEE 510 00 
Mineral.....| 16 [| 2] 9/271 7] 5 2 613 002 5,12 00| 621 50|.--l. > sere 6,546 50 
Monongalia..| 60 |...) 1j 1:62] 2] 8 770 00| 50,861 00 90 58). see] 600 00] 52,321 58 
Monroe ........ PFIEIIIISLLLALIAS e ee] eset €e|s$e*te9242]*9009* IIIJ eee [IIIJ *$999099524328 e.. sortesocoo oe * se ae *5$99099*» 996090995 
Morgan........| 86 |... |... 10 46| 6| 6 165 40| 8272 00| 305 00|......... | 122 50| 8,964 96 
Nicholas se| 8 19| 27 | 13] 4 97 00| 6,462 92) 131 00 400| 6,604 92 
Oho....... ¢ 2... 31| 5| 4]|| 5140 00 26,666 00) 8493 00, 50 0 00 62 00] 85,41 00 
Wheelgeity.| 2|. | Tkl 9| 1. 30,000 001 70,000 00| 9,000 00). - {1,000 (o 110,000 00 
Pendleton ....| 19 |..|..| 25| 44 |.....| 1|] 77 502 2,00 00|...... sesser] rmm] em TTT 50 
Pleasants ....| 18 |..]..] 81 21] 4| 3 71 00/8 2,652 1^ 
Pocahontas. | 11 2| 16| 29 |...... 4 543 00| 8,001 83 
Preston.......| 82 | 7| 1| 5| 95 | 23| 5 || 2,88t 00) 39,651 70 
Putnam.......| 7 |..| 2 88, 47 | 3| 4 891 25| 17.800 00 
Raleigh. ...... [eee] [| eno [onu] | coesees toon] nro nn nenne 
Randolph.....| 14 |...|...| 25| 39 | 8 | 12 615 06) 10,079 00 
JYutchie.........| 22 j...]..] 42) 64; 81 8 990 00| 21 4145 00 
Roane .......-. 7 | ..] 42] 50 |......|..... 145 00| 5,662 62| 148 25|.-.—-- cen 953 87 
Taylor.........| 39 1 5|45| 6] 5 2 2,840 00/3 23,887 00| 1,270 00). ....... 321 9410 27818 24 
TUCK. enonse) 4 j|. 610] 1] 1 1,704 O0| eesse seese 00] sesoses ,91T 
Tyler es] 30 | o] 15| 45 us] 635 00| 17,462 40| 17 00. «d.e 18.114 40 
Upshur.......| AL | oef Shoot 44 |. | oc] 1,002 00] 27,850 70) 93000, 16 40| .......... 29 £59 10 
Wayne.. sese) 3 fefee] 401 43| 1] 7 "635 00| 11,078 00, 525 60] e | ente 12,288 50 
Webster .]..]. feel Lf 11] 5] 1]. 250 OO) iis as Leinen]. consue 250 00 
Wetzel........| 19 |...| 1| 33/ 53 | 11 | 5 79) 0^| 14,945 00) 99 91|.-----.. seese | 15.833 OL 
Wirt sesoses] 17 | 21..| 14 83 | 3| 1 662 00| 13928 00 6 OO] sa... | 198 (0| — 14,789 00 
Wood...ccooveee| 75 foe] 11 51811 12| 7 12,758 00 42,49 00 711 0 a 00 zu 00 56.000 00 
Wyoming.....].....]. {ooo} 15) 15 | 19 | 8 |]. HR mH eM M [eee nnn not tonne 


a —À—S 


Total......... 1124 17,68/904/2113| 215| 20911293, 311 46 46| 019,621 40//81,562 42|2,974 25/6,046 64/31,057.473 94 
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TABLE D.—Enrollment of Youth between the ages of 6 and 21 years, and 
Number attending Schools. 


White. Colored. Total. Daily Average. 


COUNTY. 


Females. 
Total. 


E 
z 


Males. 
Females, 
Males. 
Females. 
Males, 
Females. 
Males. 
Females. 
Total. 


ee) ee Read 


Barbour....| 1,924] 2,061] 51) 46) 1,975] 2,107 $783 23941 3315| 2709| ¿sorij 2368] 3869 


Berkeley... 2231| 2,068| 286| 255} 2517| 2,998 40|| 1,244] “792| 2,036| “856|  662| 1,518 
Boone.... 848 786 26 25 874 761 1,635 spevecetel sseeuese SOCesoese [seceeseer| tesesesen [IIIIIIITA 
Braxton 1,251) 1,742] 24) 15| 1,275] 1,757] 2,482|| 298) 206]  501|.......|....-.-. «eese 
Brooke... 964; 926; 23} 18| 987] 944] 1,931]) 554} 608) 1,162) 343) 378] 791 
Cabell..... 1,403| 1,172} 16) 20| 1,419| 1,192| 2611| 893} 698| 1,591| 605| 465 1,070 
Calhoun.. 26} 589) l|... 627} °589| 1,216] 208] 167) 375] 180  105| 985 
Clay... «ee 461|  445|....|.....| 461) 445)  905| 153 117| 270)  s2| bel 138 
Doddridge. 1,354] 1,227| 8| 3| 1,862] 1,240| 2,602] 781] 640) 1421| 626} 553| 1,179 
Fayette sesse] 1,276) 1,180| 29} 24| 1,807| 1,201| 2490| L,017| 715| 1732| 775| 445. 1,220 
Gilmer..........| 866] 818} 3| It 869| 819} 1,688| 511) 499) Loto) 425] 395| 750 
Grant .......—..| 727) 675| 48| 44| 77a) T19| 1,491| 2346| 9301| 2617| 215] $183. 2598 


Greenbrier........| 1,880| 1,882| 166) 175 2,046] 2,007| 4,018| 1,108|  951| 2.059)  799|  709| 1,508 
Hampshire........{  940|  799| 108| 78! 1,048|  872| 1,820]  825| 645| 1,470|  605| 458! 1,003 
Haucock........| 789] 721 1 2| 795| 723) 1,019]  539| 428) 967| 361| 290| 651 
Hardy .............. [eere [ratesecsl cesses |asecesscsfescesseoe! 1,961 728) 593| 1,321) 3392} 2848) 3741 
Harrison..........| 8,028} 9,848 118 109] 8,146] 2,957] 6,104| 2,565] 2,144) 4,709] 1,719] 1,4-9| 3,148 


23 
Jefferson...........| 1,842| 1,047| 510, 499| 2358| 2.146| 4,501| 2303| gerol 8573) g219| 0208| 4427 
Kanawha........| 3,743] 3,512| 316)" 248 3 i 
Lewis ............| 2,066} 1,8:0] 22) 27 
Lincolns] 1,242] 13187] esse, e| 1,242| 1137) 2879| 448, 369| 817) “247 
Logan nnes] L05:| '981| dəf 9| Lorel '990| 2,066] 2582 2120| 0952| 2314| 3255| 2569 
Marion.......-.| 2,895| 2,561| 19, 26| 2,914| 2,590| 5,501| 2.083| 1702| 3,785| 1.473| 1.196| 2.069 
Marshull.........| 2,8960| 2,653; 11 10| 2,907| 2,669; 5,576|| 2,056| 1,760) 3,816) 1,498| 3,261| 2,702 
Mason.....«....| 9,140| 2,880| 102| 91| 3,242| 2,021| 6,163|| 1,881| 1,658) 3,539| 1,140| 988, 2,128 
McDowell......... 848 860 eoseces [tecerees 348 360 708 250 256 2106 e»sseooop|eonvocecve]onssoosns 
Mercer............ |] ee€ele-Ó-J.e 2,515 894| 709] 31,603) 63 556) 1,187 
Muneral...........| 1,018} 923) 81|  72| 1,099} 995; 2,094 902; 687] 1,589] 508} 421! 929 
Monongalia......| 2,518] 2,287; 34| 24! 2,517| 2,311) 4,858|| 1,806] 1,880] 3,186) 1,807; 888] 2,195 


Monroe 5900090399022 |**904**02|eo0e409292|*0*60609«* [*soosccev|vchecevóav|*esoe40099 67 ssosencsoc|voceseoso[*eesvoaseelecovsceesltecsveevoe|occeessvon 


Morgan..  759| 614) 21| 20| 780| 634| 1414| 1,106) 788| 1.844 


m 


Nicholas.........] | 918| 861! 18 3| 931) 864) 1,795 469, 359} 828] 283) 2041 487 
Ohio.......... osasse 1.600| 1,526; 11 6| 1,0611| 1,582; 8.143 889;  797| 1,686  564| 501 1,085 
Wheeling City .| 3,910] 3,312) 52i 71} 8,292| 3,383] 6,675]; 1,184| 1.091] 2,275| 1.070;  960| 2,030 
Pendleton......| 1,217] 1,129| 17; 19] 1,284| 1,148| 2,382|| 2676| 3580) 31,256) 9491, 3310} $801 
Pleasants ees... | 692| 626 3 4| 695) 632| 1,827 462; 439| 901; ó189| ¢171| $300 
Pocabhontag......] 657} 601|} 43) 834 700} 635] 1,317 454; 353} 807! 840} 263) 605 
Preston............| 2,822, 2,603) 16] 12] 2,838) 2,615] 5,452! 2,087) 1,514) 3,601] 1,617| 1,268) 2,885 


Putnam... ......]-4. Jer HIIS 2,921 133, 689| 1,422|  576| 460| 1,036 


Raleigh..........|  851| 801 2|... 853;  801| 1,654 


Yr ere blot DEA o: E ts oes 
Randoiph.........| 1,001} 853) 23| 17| 1,024!  870| 1,891]  509| 448) 957| 354| 314 698 
Ritchie ..........| 1,722) 1,571| — 8| 8| 1,780] 1,579| 3,209 1,018} 816! 1,834| 686, 575| 1.261 
Roane.........| 1,440| 1,862} 7| 5| 1,447] 1,367) 9,810] 774| 630| 1,404) 550) 360 910 
Taylor........| 1,003| 1,435| 47]  28| 1,650| 1,463| 3,113) 1,303] 1,023| 2,326] 2745] 2641] 21,386 
Tucker........-|  387| 353; 2| 6| ssa) 359|  748| 202| 142| 344  90|  75| i171 
Pylor...csseceeveee] 1,587] 1,543 — 1| 2} 1,588| 1,545| 3,138!) 1,035! 840| 1,875) 806)  676| 1,432 
Upshur....«.«| 1,483} 1,407] 23] 24} 1,506} 1,431) 2,937|| 1,027] 828| 1,855] 754] 605] 1,859 
Wayne...-| 1804 1.591) 44 33) 1,848} 1,624] 3,472] 1,142) 906) 2018| 686) 557| 1,243 
"Webster........|  354|  398......|.....| | 351|  328| 689]  127| 105| 232) 122| 97| 219 
Wetzel... «| 1,828] 1,675|.....| 5| 1,828] 1,680 8,508| 1,421] 1,248] 2,664| 853] 725| 1,578 


196| 1| 2| 853| 728| 1,81| S77}  529| 1,100| ........| «eee 
3,392! 151| 157| 3,757| 3,459| 7,287|| 2.256| 2,017| 4,273] 21,491] 21,438| 2.929 
636, òl 4| 712) 640| 1,351|| 8471, 2482|  953|......—.| seese Closes 


— | — | À Áan— I —À| À—————À | v | —— — [— — | —— | (tum | a À— | — ÀÓ— | ——á 


Total ............1 78,471| 71,289] 2,536! 2,800| 19,199, 78.589} 162,432j| 48,056] 39,2741 87,330! 80,2511 24,829] 55,083 


Mtt eee vere cout 
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TABLE . E.— Districts, Schools, and Number and Grade of Certificates. 


- Dist’s S0HOOLS. EXAMINATIONS AND GEADE OP CERTIFICATE. 
Ef: ; IEE 
COUNTY. Be 8 , : e 29 FE: Hi 
RS) g 3 Bil gl apn] as] aw] FE Bales 
oa|@] 8] Flsi sisi sl sl gs 52|22|28 
Z H o o E Z Z zZ Zo) 4am (Ad 2s 


eer: | sasaaa joe | —— d | comes | eves | ES cee | ene cee mmn | SAO | eee snc 


Berkeley .............. 41 TTIII 1 46 
Boone. ...............| 12 


Brooke................| 28[|....| 1| 24 
Cabell IDTITTTYTIPIYIT] 84 TTTTBLIIITIS 42 
Calhoun...ercoccccosve | 15|..Je£eÁ 25 
Clay... FTETTITTITLLLIIT) 16 
Doddtridge............| 57 
Fayette... |. 38|.-. err 

GilMeEr,.sessssssseesss | B5leesessf teses] 831 
Grant. ....ccccssccevees 88l...... | e| - 24 
Greenbrier... sesese | B81l.- 71 
Hampshire...........| 64]... |*----- 54 
Hancock... ..... eus Oda) 4 
Hardy... ...........--. 
Harrison........-..-. $ 


8 

98 
Jackson... | 74 26) 9 8| 90| 82 

28 

111 


Jefferson... .....«.... Seay 

Kanawhaws....cccrces 5| o Fleesensee 43 

Lewis... | 9|] 1] 66) $ a e 

> Lincoln... | 2 Ten 
Logan $60900690690*99 0909099 49 *$9o99«] 0000s 28 
Marion......««eee|] 78 4| 79 
Marsball........... | 90 
Mason ....... | "TOI... 
McDowell. FTTXLIJ T IIYI 28 se 
Mercer...........-..-. .| 10 
Mineràl...............| 81 
Monohgali&.......| 80j..| 1| 78 
Monroe.... 0697890099000 45 oe eei" 
Morgan... | 18e [es 
Nicholas... ceccocccses| 38l.-—]|ee-1] 31 
Ohio. sesoses serene nen Sllewne| 2 
Wheeling City......| 15]..| 6 9 
Pendle£ton,...........| 2|. 
Pleasants.........| 18 
Pocahontas..........| 26 

- Preston...cccccsccrcove | 95....| 1] 105 18]... ... |. eed een] 106 
Putnam. eee be900900099 80 esoo * 1 44 2 8 [III 15 28 4 57 58 
Raleigh.............. 46 avocee 84 34 PTTTPLTPPEMEITTDM PFTPTMIEFETELDEIEIITLI 
Randolph.............| 46]...... 
Ritchie...... eere yi [ITI ey ee 
Roane...... | 00s 58| BBlece eee 2 
Taylor... e| 42) 1] 8| 45) 49) 11) 11 
Tucker. ...... eee eene 6l...]e| 18} 18[| #3 
Tyler... eee eo ehe ooo 56 ITTITTTILIIPIII 54 54 eeose [**occc[»ovecvs|*eocece]ecce 


Upshur.......... eee 50 r 
WAY). .ccccverssveees 54 2OCO0O] OOOOH SG) COCoaEICHOeEe 12 20 17 12 
ITIIPILIZIIAS 18 18 1 2 


wel emeseocsleseocce 


Webster... | 10). 
Wetzel... .cccccccsecees 69 . coe 
Wirt. sccrssscesessnesees 33 secces| toaono 36 86 7 7 os cast coe dvejose see 
= W 00d sissveccsicssicscsve 86 TIIIII 8 97 105 22 98 50 25 6 15 156 141 
Wyoming.. "9922209009 82 ORLIKI 169098 62 62 Sres ^ 4 2 19 6 00084) 006 ane 81 


anname | quan | oa | amaa | amaram lee 
p— | a | —— | a a | a | ae 
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TABLE F.—Number of Teachers, Number of months taught, and Number 


3 of Pupils. 
Teachers. Months Taught. Number of Pupils Studying. 
COUNTY. a| «5 " s | 8 aH 5 
z; aa | 38 ae} è| aj 2 |] & Bele lya 
. [£| . FI- aa " H a E H a {tp £ S% 
Sjela] S2] S8) 2 168) 3 | 8 | 4] B 38838 
g| | ab} aL] 3 Sle ele] s Agere 
Š me) EM a a E Fd E E i dE. 
Barbour... 47| 10| 57| 16000] 2400; 184.00] 3996] 2663 3522| 3286; 234 J| 80 
Berkeley. 45| Ti 52; 897735} 2500| 422775|| 1,720| 1,887| 1,018 905 662 OB 12) 55 
Buone...... 29 1| 30| 7500 700} 8200 403;  244|- 150 15 eH Pi — du 
pun: T 13| 4| 17| 4200| 1000| 52.00 440) 801| 182| 101 
Brooke..........«. 19| 19| 31 5700} 8800|214595|| 2571| 2404} 2970 m 145 158 318 i 
Cabell. ........-.--| 31| 14| 45| 109 75| 249 00] 0158 75|| 21,060, 8908) 4566) 4125 E 446 -- aii 
Calhoun ENTES i7; 6| 28) 37.00} 31500! 5200 214; 276 108 85 
ay. *«esuocotoe Svaneseas! tecec[vo2 tfoosocef v0ev0560€0 [ccosveuess jsoscecauoee sececasa[eosceonedqolvecoovae] rosonooolecoccce soos] »a»pse 
Doddridge .. asovcseoel Sol 14) 49) 107.50) 4500 152 50 995 54) 696) 2891 108 a 03). æ 6 
Fay attese] 39) 8| 47) 101.20 2500; 126 20|| 021; 693) 526) 4163, 124) 140)... 180 
Gilmer.. ............ eve} 19) 1| 20) 5700 6.80} 6309} 2356 263} 140) 138 986] 4ll....]...... 
Grant. ........ sesser] 86) 6| 42| 12150] 1840| 14290 721| 588) 477 255) UOL 264|.....|...... 
Greenbrier...........| 59| 12) 71} 20500) 42.90) 217 00|| 1,509] 1,372 998 516 208| 357| 31| 78 
Hampshire..........| 45| 9| Bt 161*0| 2850) 1930)]| 2818| 2817) 2753| 2508 2119/3159} 2| 6 
Hancock ...........| 17| 16] 38| 87.80) 6750, 15530]|| 3178] 2152} 3102] 399 E: 293/010)... 
ardy ....-.e-..| 86} 10} 46) 16055; 4850) 208 85 815| 105 655| 36; 33| 1591.. TT 
Harrison .. ccsccoseces 91| 25| 116| 317 75| 117 46175|| 8,952| 3,234! 2.066! 1,866 523| 474 36 38 
Jackson.. .....-... «e.f $8| 28| 86| 18900| 11400; 30300|, 1,823| 1,797| 1,206| 1,213 611| 451| 31 9 
Jefferson meressesseesee) 17] 7| 24} 13050] 4550) 17800|| 3495| 3440| 83389...) 2162/2171... | 8 
Kanawha............| 93| 25] 118} 297.50} 79.00) 37650|| 2,166) 1,963) 1,060] 505) 442| 265 3 


211| 353 122 i 
37 Blasa 6 
C Pp 
742| 580 49 303 
582| 451) 19) 15 
417| 402| 15) 13 
113 206 eoero lvoncson 
177| 164).....) 201 
332} 354) 32) 20 
158} 106].....| 104 
190) 176, 3| 4 
4B) 7752)... 
440| 267/216) 223 


Lincoln...............] 922 

Logan... AL 
Marion... «| 60 
Marshall............] 68 
Mason......--.| 82 
MceDowell..........| fus 5| 1900|......5.. 
Mercer......| 60] 2 500 
Mineral.............| 86! 6| 42! 16330| 9200 
Monongana .........| 59j 17| 76} 255.00) 8100 


Monroe ....... eese eee 


Morgan........| 42 60! 178 00| 8200) 21000;| 1,182) 1,131| 868) 536 
i bia etme 30 497 
Ohio... se e| 21 


‘Wheeling Ci er 29| 46) 51| 18000) 46000, 5400)|| 2329] 2.205) 1.589) 2,256) 924 330/109|1078 
Pendleton.........| 52} 2| 54) 18700} 1600] 15300]| 2626) 2524) 3462; 201 3531 ge 2| 2 
Pleasants ....... — 20| 8| 28; 4600) $800, 5400 497; 42H| 273) 200 22| 43|...| 50 
Pocahontas........| 26} 5| 31 9200; 1800| 11000 740| 582|  4821......| 13) 141j...| 18 
Preston ...............| 90| 22| 112| 88650) 5100, 410.50]| 2.931| 2,523, 1.662] 1,312| 231| 379| 16| 4 
Putnam... sss | 41|19| 53 16200) 47.00} 209.00]| 41,016) getoj 197. 2175] grióplal 2l Q4 
aleig — — os secl OA cesescede: [sensns M PR" seco: |  ausoscocl "2escevs | :esesaces TE ecosocsc s | vevoos lzess [sones 
Raudoiph.............| 24| 9| 83} 7650) 3500| 11150 753} 646) 421) $362 282 2153| 20 24 
Ritchie..............| 84| 25| 62| 10425] 9612! 20037|| 1,288] 1,236) 700) 229 fii 162... |evvece 
Roane .. POR OCOHASE DOR esess|onavecce|eesee| cveco|*oces wees Jesesoectoo*] o»cevase 66% 501 804 117 $9 55|.. evan 
Taylor..... 44 53] 16400) 3200) 19600|| 1,292) 1,175) 804| 379| 200) 302 40 108 
icone 4 12 18| 2650; 300; 2950 246; 160) 146 86 12) 44| 1|... 
Miu [sees o | eee c] soon] ceo oooo siesccseuse oj cocoeooo «|| aoo ooo o| tto ooo | ooo eon | etna 


*»«ccccó2|secce»o] so lecccco 


548| 396| 18 
Q2| 49]... |... 
T| ale doere 


Upshur .......... | 29 
Wayne ........... 50 
Webster. 


9 
1 
6) 55) 11980| 78.75| 19855] | 1,827) 1,625)  873| 801 
9| 59| 150.00; 31.00; 181.00] "1,017; 572) 327; 198 
"ER | sosoo - 199| 10 T2 35 


Wetzel... Sss) 8| eil 2i200| 3300| 2150.|| 1,965] 1,259| 821) 373) 151 138 enn 
irt .... 311 7| 38| 10800| 2900| 137.00) ^ 798| '630| 898| 221 103 
Wood ...... 55| 66| 121| 22050| 80650} 527.00| 22,238|22.133| 21.602| 3793 a i un ns "340 
15] 21 


1| 181; 10000 290 103.00|| 3953; 2660) 2497| 2372 


totes] cevooe 


NS Oe eee 
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TABLE G.—Age of Pupils, Salary of Teachers, Number of Township 


)ificers, and visits from Officers. 


AGE OF PUPILS. ae TEACHERS. Eu 


COUNTY. la | ey ae] Be] * 
2) =| 2 | £8] 2] = 
: 8|&|dà|894|&8|$ 
Barbour....... 12.83/10.00 ra "erre errr: 
P qo atau 11.23/10. 75/10. 99}|. -- [40.79 
Boone.........113.00/11.00112. 00 82.91 35. 00 33.60 
í Braxton... .2.5012.00)12.25]. ......].-.-. - 
Brooke. .... ...|]11.72]11.18]11.45]l. ...... |. s0000. 41. 38 
Cabell......... 12.00] 11.00/11. 50)]. e... 43,33 
Calhoun....... 12.0211. 756/11.87]. ......|. eseese oseon. 
OlBgiexssensuscs oytvseslosasexe coves | pevweve [e aeneo |o shows 
DOMO UER -..|11.08/11.41111.241. ......].------ 31.65 
Fayette. .......]12.1512.22/12.18]|. eseese seess. 26.16 
Gilmer..... pene 11.12/10 00}10.56//29.50}. ....../29,50 
Grant.......... 12.89/12, 12112. 40|. ----- «84.21 
Greenbrier...112.80/13.25 T — MH — 
Hampshire...|12.40)12.20|1 
Hancock...... 12.56/09.50 ta do 41. ‘51 31. "19 36. 65 
Hardy. .........|12.88/12.33|12.58|.. ...... |... 29. 
Harrison...... 11.65/11.00/11 32). .-.--.]. seese 36. 1 
Jaekson.......|11.16/09.97/10.56]|. ..... |.» |. eee 


Jefferson... ... Hae 10.25/10.06 


Lewis. eee] ees 25.00 
Lincolna 1. 70 10. "50 11. 0 31. 62/28.20/29.91 
Logan .........112.85/12.87112.61 27.86/27.50|27.68 
Marion........118.00|11.00/12.00/ 39. HE p 09/37.84 
Marshall...... 18.66/12.65/19 821. ...... |. see0es/87.02 
Maaon......... "n 43] 12.48/11. 96]. --- M 

MeDowell.... 12 113.5015. 46l, ‘eases . 15. 46 
Mercer. . ...... pie 12.00}1:2. 45124. 75/24. 75/24, 75 


Mineral. ae 11.19/10.98 11.06 pao 35.00/38.07 


Monroe........ .|14. 00 11. 30 12. 10i. TNT 
Morgan........|11.66/10.31/10.98]|. eseseej, sesoses 
Nicholas Ane 12.18/11.12/11.65]|. --.--.]. eevee 25.21 
Ohio ........... 10.15110.03110.09/48.07/33. 84/40. 95 
Wheeli'g city|10.00|10.00/10.00 97.8 378 37.65/46, 50 
Pendleton. ...|15.40/14.00/14. 701). zi 
Pleasants..... 12.40/12.2012.30]|.. sesse]. cossos 3T. 57 
Poeahontas..|12.50/10.50|11 50 a. RU 80 21.83 
Preston........ 11. 53/11.14|11.33]|. «133.883 
Puthüti. sss i veeesi l sesssel cisse t| | Vo eva [cuento [uada s 
Raleigh..... ... |. -.---. |... eene rn [o nne]. e 
Randolph..... 11.80/10. 30/10. 80/|26. 52/22.00/24, 26 
Ritchie......../10.66/10. 67/10. 66)). ......]. seses. 34.39 
Roane..... «...112.50/10.00|11.25/.. --..-. 1... | eese 
"Taylor......... u od Ine i 10.97 e ui a ee 9 aui 
Tucker HARE 

Tyler.......... ] nnnm [eer] ne] nee] scenes 
Upshur........ 17.20/12.86/15.03/82. = 25.50 28, 87 
Wayne 10.94/10. 16)10. 55}. 36.39 
Webster 12.30/12 30/12.30)|. -4|21.15 
Wetzel 12 50112 20/12.85 39. 54 96. 72 29.63 
Wirt. ..cessesscs 10. 55110.43}10. 491). ...... ]. soosse 32.22 
Wood. ......... A ie 10. in 10. pin EA EE loseeaee 
Wyoming... ree 


| Clerks 


- 


ran 


I-Ó 


fot 
O09 eO —* 4 «0 DD OR DAH Dh OD 02 Y -T Oo TO: SEAN 0 0101 5 ® Hh MOO DMD 00 A. Ot Co i. Co ~T AT 


m 2l 11.18 2o 11.69 69 36. 80.31.77)31. 1.79 324 31 
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| Treasurers 
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en 
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S| esis bo E m 
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VISITS. 


e*eveos|na *6onecle *ecvec 
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TABLE H.—4Amount of Township Levies and General Summary. 


TOWNSHIP LEVIES. - GENERAL SUMMARY. 


Y. $ u S $ 3 tb $ ; E] a 38 a3 P 
55/58 = 5 S *9 Sa $a *9 
e-c|?z os os on as E $8 
sjeg) 8 Ed m E E a 
zu 4 4 E E: 47 48 

Barbour.......| 46.25 22 $4,801 332 $ 8414 2,600 00$ 2,419 = $2,847 52$ 76 84 
Berkeley: 891| 18 57| 5,695 osl 14,577 1,731 00| 3,807 88 15 ,129 99| 1,206 84 
Boone ... ...... 28 83| 44,00 622 45 1,685 pia - i: 
Braxton, ccsocelecsccces [eere eno | ote eene A]- »esseesesecseosas]] scesnccces mS mm 
Qrooke..,......| 35 00, 30,83} 10,274 26 7,155 
Cabell..........| 18.00} 4200} 3,690 84 7,583 
rei NIE 88.75] 43-76| 1,490 20 1,085 
lay T nm ———X'aL ERE PTT T TTT! 
Doddridge....| 41 65) 34.16; 2,158 009 4,253 
Fayette ....... 23-75} 4000) 2,555 72 3,561 
Gilmer.........| 25.00| 26,25} ..............]3 1,557 
Grant ......... 17 33] 30,0¢} 2,047 40 2,015 
Greenbrier... | 15 00| 17,54] — 8,876 51 4,092 
Hampshire...| 23.83| 23.38] — 5,290 05 5,336 
Hancock......| 23.83| 22 50| 2,875 61 4,294 29|| 7,160 GE} 1,034 60|} 488 10/8 8,987 8€|............ 
Hardy.........| 23 33] 25.00] — 6,589 64 5,877 
"Harrison... 23 55) 19.1 | 11,958 39| 18,324 66| 10,723 32 550 24 
Jackson .. 34 00| 38 00| 7,854 51 8.868 05|) 7,138 47] 4,556 17] 2,500 00] 10,915 Q0j............ 
Jefferson 11 00} 17.33 880 00 5,562 16/2 1,291 93 
Kanawha.....| 27.83} 30,00| 6,278 67 8392 85 "181 54 
PEET 18.33} 17.17 3,720 05 4,489 07 
Lincoln .......| 30.00| 24,1€ 789 89 5 
Logan ........|45.00 83250} 1,041 422 1126 99 
Marion.......] 80 71| 85,71| 12,567 64| 11,918 A — 
Marshall......| 39 50| 35 0012 11 522 542 6,830 9 i 
Mason .........| 2(.11| 25.98 8, 854 22| 11,939 e 19. 245 3:| 19,131 10} 3,230 10 10, 868 77| 496 93 
McDowell..... 250 00 50,00 vesccoccosveoce|*sececsotscecscete 102,0( 3 99 00 6 00 18 8t Cnavecnceeces 
Mercer eor 50 00 50.00. 2, 610 19 4,190 74 2, 927 19 9$69099505999029|*9 ho8705009 8599 2 1, 804 ot [LLIIIEIJSIIIIS 
Mineral ....,..| 17.14; 26 07/2 3,076 7313 4,874 90 6,814 AC 1,523 41| 1,678 46/3 1, :013 00; 415 02 
pian pte 35.00} 20.00 eee 29 8,8 50 94|| 21,689 65| 13,915 60|.............. 10, 883 87] 100 00 
onroe onee jseeeooer eteee *€**909*99299|]**4099 9940999090662 (sect? oesetoovecs[*oseoescs24o0009|*099009090940099|990090900009090295]** 99394059508 
Morgan........| 42 50| 38.38 "3 ,089 67 8,086 29 5,859 28| 2,550 60|.............. 2.208 7€| 208 78 
Nicholas ......| 37.50| 25.83| ............... 12 996 64|2 8,311 5} 1,908 67 491 4612 1,580 13]............. 
Ohio............] 95.00| 31.25) 8,797 42 9,772 6ij| 16,904 23} 6,146 30|- 2,128 28) 11,478 99)...... ...... 
Wheel’g city..| 20 00} 25 00 122 48| 98,292 71|| 46,288 47| 18,219 40 "^ 93,126 11| 620 00 
Pendleton....|23 00/225 00| 2,097 87/2 3,487 37 2,774 92 175 00 618 89/2 363 65 10 82 
Pleasants.....| 42 00} 35 00 278 99 1,936 05 1,133 99 2,550 75].........—.... 2,486 89 6 03 
Pocahontas ..| 17.50 He 75 2,411 77 2,585 30 1,837 82 3,168 75| 1,299 78 3,462 73| 181 OL 
Preston .......| 89.44) 30 ^4 11, 5329 37 10,894 15| 19,144 00) 1 "799 43 2,426 84| 17, und = 41 00 
one 4| 31.66] 55,002. 8 921 59180 4,154 33 4,738 90 1,163 00]... eee eorr essnee — — 
loigh., ..... eese. [ores | rrr nnne [rna rennen || inno nnn re noo] erro nune oen | enne rro | non renun | nnn m 
Randolph..... 28 75) 25.00} 3 440 2 "3,007 9 j 2,586 98 "2450 21 ‘3, 631 "10 "t. 607 16, 217 64 
nones aeos cedet] e emeeaa | havsaocosseouse]/6oise Ve shes TTT ES 296 00 5,191 39| 2.058 18/2 2 ,015 70 2 24 
ne s*eedueeos|esenooce | secaves LIIIII] LILIIIII se[oessoeccoesseocs|| 020990094 0090996]* 909099000920 90203|* [ITTILILIILEI *59900999680q 
Taylor,........| 29 56) 26 50/2 3,219 7212 "2,720 13 UT. 515 88 4,398 52 nd 003 4 Ho ry 96 00 
fas pase soos} 20,00] 26.66 642 75 "37 49 "31 00 535 00]... [eere eere | enne ren 
yler .....eee ee | eene ene fossen asi] :Seesos secesesoa es «eco sencno tonsss || beoe soenaeonons | eee neo enco sese | eaa nao eee noa nso |eesos eene ooa nce | te eno ono $ 
Upshur........ 6.71} 2400} 9,418 56 5,088 68 "$ 657 87] 6,376 7€} 1,953 aif "5,218 47 $0 00 
M, iris ..| 29.00; 86 00 5, 528 55 4,756 43 8,887 18 1,910 oo} 1, "425 46 1, 098 00 23 35 
ebster BOeees [cosves eaegue Steere rnasecoe *à9499995292009 eel) seessenvaste e secot eens RLILLLILILELITETI te 960o9365e09092|[*s92909 5092926 
Wetzel .........| 85, 00 "48 00 4,514 00} 5,743 22 9,514 ‘02 4155 ‘99 1,026 65 “Toit OO} ccecessseees 


Wirt... | 41.48) 42 86 4.198 20 4,988 00 5,725 39 2,701 98| 1, ,005 48 3,439 00 5 75 
Wood...........| 83.66 o 10,235 82,500 96) 19,275 n 5,666 31 1,875 96/2 16,614 how 0 


Wyoming.. een [ve vecs ea | secccce] t0cecsoveseccoo|*ossee vooccscoceco|| to ocoaeceovecoce|nvoveoscevocooco]vccoccseeesooneo |seooovooveveco *e0 9050056 


TotaL........| 28 67 80.068129, 936 66| $282,532 12//$379,280 75/$169,636 61/351,443 58/$300,731 61/$9,916 6 49 
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
AUDITOR’s OFFICE, 
CHARLESTON, October 1st, 1870. 


Hon. A. D. WILLIAMS, 
State Superintendent of Free Schools : 


Sır: I have the honor of transmitting herewith my annual report of 
the condition of the Irreducible School Fund, with an abstract of the 
account of the receipts and disbursements in my office, for the year end- 
ing August 31st, 1870. 

I am, Sir, 
Very Respectfully, 
T. Boaakss, . 
Auditor. 


us 
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STATEMENT, 
Showing the condition of the “Irreducible School Fund” September 1, 1870. 
Stock in First National Bank, Fairmont.........................- .$ 50,000 00 
Stock in Parkersburg National Bank............«.«-. PA 40,000 00 
Stock in First National Bank, Wellsburg... eus. 18,800 00 
Stock in National Bank of West Va., Wheeling... ———— 30,000 00 


United States Registered Central Pacific Railroad Bonds, 
interest payable semi-annually 


No. 2087, dated August 2, 1866, interest from July. 10, 1866, M 00 
No. 2,038, 1,000 00 
No. 2,039, «c «c & “ u & «€ 1, 000 00 
No. 2,040, ss “ & [11 € «€ ce l 000 00 
No 2,041, «€ t « i6 T; T; « 1, 000 00 
No 2,042, « € « €& [1j sé u 1.000 00 
No 2,043, e«t «€ «c e c €€ 7 1,000 00 
No 2,044, [1 [11 €t 4€ €€ [17 ce 1,000 00 
No. 2,045, [í] & [11 « [1; , €«€ r1: 1,000 00 
No. 2,046, €6 Hd a 66 [17 «€ [11 [11 1,000 00 
No 2,047, “~ «6 &€ u &« «€ a 1,000 00 
No. 2,200, dated Jan’y.22, 1866, interest from Jan'y 1, 1868, 1,000 00 
No. 30, d 5,000 00^ 
No. 251, ti [11 [11 € * €€ &€ «€ 10, 000 00 
No. 252, &€ €€ [11 €€ 4€ [11 €€ 10, 000 00 
United States Registered Union Pacific Railroad Bonds, 

interest payble semi-annuall 

No. pee dated Jan’ y 21, 1869, interest from Jan’ y 1l, 1869, 10,000 00 
No.1 5,000 00 
No. E dated Mar. 13, 1869, interest from Feb. 1, 1869, 10,000 00 
No. 235, as 10,000 00 

United States 5-20 Bonds: 

No. 2 dated Jan'y 15, 1870, interest from J an y 1, 1870, 500 00 
No. 2,1 $i Jan’ y 13, ii 1,000 00 
No. 2, 128 A xU ie á % 1,000 00 
No. 2125, ét " «€ &€ ic e£ 4€ s 1,000 00 
No. 653, u Jan'y 15, €«c [I «c AE ce 5,000 00 
No. 847, «6 «€ « «€ «t «c [11 10, 009 00 


£i] DR UMEN ei cu ud. $229, 300 00 


Li 


Dr. The Treasury of West dad a in ‘account with the Irreducible School Fund for 1870. Cr. 
1869. 1870. 
Bept. 1|To balance in Treasury uninvested......... sl 5,961 06/Jan. 31/To Warrants issued by. order of poss i 21,437 51 . 
30 receipts during September, ne 5,785 83 April30 216 94 
Oct. 31 October, MEC TT 626 95|June 30 a iS d as — 944 a 
. Nov. 30 a " November “ ...4| 1 ,080 71 Aug. 30 « « « s -14 85 2 
ere "E i * — December, *" ....... 8,088 01 x 30; balance remaining in Treas’ y uninvested 20,463 31 B 
i Ó 
Jan. 31 « * January, 1870. .....| 5,807 23 di 
Feb. 28 ʻi * February “ .....| 5,128 81 E 
Mar. 29 i * — March, E aai 1,257 23 , o 
April 30 H * — April, € e| 2,417 05 j 5 
i ay 31 ii * May, E TT 327 50 : 
June 30 “ « — june, 4 e| 1,704 95 
July 31 « " July, € ess 2,756 85 
Aug. 31 s * — August, « es| 1,585 60 
1 $42,477 08 $ 42,477 Q8 


ex 


"e SPECIFIC REPORTS 


FROM 


COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 


WHEELING CITY—E. S. WirvrAws, Supt. 


' Relating to the Schools of the District of Wheeling, it may be said 
. that during the scholastic year 1869-70, nothing of an extraordinary or 
unusual character transpired. That these schools are becoming more 
and more efficient in their operations, will not be questioned by any who 
have visited them, and carefully inspected their workings. Their in- 
ereasing popularity is elearly evinced in the fact that the increase in 
the number of pupils enrolled has been in much greater ratio than the 
increase in the number of youths of school age in the District. It will 
be found by comparison of statistics, that the “average number of pupils 
belonging” for the scholastic year 1869-70, was greater by nearly three 
hundred, than for the preceding year. And it may not be in-apropos to 
state in this connection, that there are now in attendance, in these schools, 
more pupils from wealthy and influential families, than at any previous 
period. This may mainly be accounted for, on the ground that it is be- 
coming better understood, that, for acquiring a thorough education in 
the ordinary branches of learning, the common schools afford facilities 
unsurpassed if not unequaled by those which private schools offer. 

The facts of a statistical and financial character contained in the tab- 
ular reports from this’District,"being necessarily incorporated, in the gen- 
eral report of the State Superintendent, with those from the several: 
counties, it may not be amiss to summarize the same in this general state- 
ment, and make comparison with figures of the year preceding : | 


1868-9. 1869-70. 


Youth in District between ages of 6 and 21 years..6,706 6,075 
Average number of pupils belonging............. .... 1,981 2,275 
" daily attendance................. eer eene ,..1,859 2,030 
Number of visits to schools by Superintendent € 172 362 
* — * other officers...... .. 137 134 

us " * — * other persons, ........ 1,305 
Tax, No. cents on $100, for buildings................. 30 20 


t ek schools... ................ 28 25- 


~ 
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Total receipts for buildings.. ARES —À $27,648 01 
s E il nC anes 83,377 43 

i expenditures for buildings .................... 20,041 06 

É '* sScho0l8 ..ssssssessssessecseses 30,588 73 


Average cost per pupil for tuition, (obtained by 
dividing amount expended for schools, by 


average number belonging,)........ E $15 44 
Number of male teachers.....csccccccecceee eese eene 7 00 
Bee’ OE TOMA LCS. ssiiesseisocsss v euuéu e EFRNE Qe vk 48 00 
Average Salary Of Males scsc<cssviwseoseoscosacesedson $971 43 
i: of females...... E UE 375 76 


~ 


$28,179 60 
98,543 07 
24,134 98 
33,746 11 


~ 


$14 83 
8 00 
46 00 
$937 75 
376 56 


The following table from a recently published report of the Superin- 
tendent of the Pittsburgh schools, will not be devoid of interest to many 


under whose notice it may come. 


TABLE—Showing the Population, Number-of Children in attendance at Public School, Valuation of Property, and Cost of Public : 


Education i in some of the Principal Cities of the United States. 


- E E Begg HH EA S5 Baad E. ao a 
TREE. 233 ur = us af EER ae |y 
. la di 815, | ER | X | | a | Shep | eee i; (EE 
CITIES. E $3 | 5*8 |AS x Bua. n" nM 499755 wad ws Ss 
m fz 2g EE Aas ae Hee rp EEE: od SB 
a | Be | £8 | es EUR ES F's BSE Ep tas EE gn. e 
B | EB R4 | 88) #82 ia | BER | 882 | #8223 EEE ss |80 
New York...... 907,9779195,7998]..-....... 86,790/$1,679,834 80 $126,974 63/$266,479 211$886,535 10 $18, 636,544 09 m 436,827 00|$..... ......... ressos 
Apa es aaa 1759, 000 133, 889} 80,000) 71, 029 740, 121 46 3,478 78} 290, 197 88| 167, "59 5 bares isis eas os va Suae eese e oe]/ voce eov VV 1515 
Brooklyn... .. 406, QUT, sess esess | Vnesava riv eseoen sag eva tutu pare E E E | aeeasevesdeseus| sa —— P" I — e — à 
Baltimore ......].......... 95,375) 28,588|......... - 320, 000 00 3,079 00 98, 500 00| 122, 000 006;..... aretoei eee 212, 000,000 00 ERES Suisse 558 
St. Louis........ 312,963! 19,545 16, 659| 15,587 988. 5050 OO} EPI 159,682 00/230,872,466 00 138, 523, "480 00/8,055,882 00} 388 
Chicago aves ieee 297,718 88,939 27, 852 24, 839 414, 655 70 7 144 00| 113,085 90| 131 456 55/266, 624, 880 00 266, 024, 880 00 2, 954, 855 00| 537 
Boston........... 258,323] 85,000|.......... 33. ,000 202, 000 00 10, 000 00 60,000 00 150, 000 00/569, 827, 800 00 569, 827,300 00} ...... gesserat 905 
Cincinnati... ... 214,900) 24,951 20,454 19,550 357,420 00 8, 312 00} 102,342 00 287, 345 001250, 000,000 00 200, 000, 000 00/1,504,309 00) 450 
aa Francisca id on 22,152} 18,186 dune 310,898 08 10, 193 a 67,644 19 98, 747 00| ..... mc EET 759. 510 00/1; 800, 000 00 x 
u ffa O evvoecs . 15,000 ooo, 10, 75 EITIIDIIPTTPTI Coeerentee e| Comerneer secoee IITITETIMI oo Cee Poegoos vec seven eov vosavence eevsee0e e, IET 83 
Louisville...... .[100; 216 13,593} 9,705| 8,720| 151, 970 75. ——" 86,913 06 "38, 000 00 98, 000, 000 00 65,000,000 00; 598,100 00| 237 
Cleveland....... 93,018 12,276| 8,384) 7,765| 122, 340 88 None. 53,452 20| 127,677 74 110, 000, p00 00 72, 000,000 00) 789,958 00| 175 
Jersey City Loss [beasecaes’s 18,940| ",674| 6 ,430 109, "052 66 6,880 00| ............... 34, OT 34l.ii. eee ico eon nens 44, 639, 937 00| 560,859 00} 145 
Pittsburgh vede 86,254} 12,883| 8,756 7, 374 136, 025 06 4, ae 04; 46,615 19 204, 467 90,200,000,000 00 16, 000, 000 00) ......... ..... | 215 
Detroit...........| 79,619 10,700| 8,000 7,500 60,000 00| ........*. are 20,000 00 75, 000 00 76, 452,843 00 22, 935,853 00| 850, 000 oo! 144 
Albany... | 75,0001 9,982) 6,477| 5,482) 79,008 20|........ Jasia 20,180 78| 16,480 27j.sssssosonssreeeseor| tnnt 250,000 00| 124 
Milwaukee...... 71,464| 11,407] 6,963 6,004| 74,782 00|...... E epa TERE E MUN 43,689, 398 00 323,300 00} 135 
Indianapolis... 47,648] 11,028 5,160 8,549 53,600 00| ....... ccoecee| eme seccceves evceee 86,000,000 00 21, 757,572 00 255,000 00| 88 
oenn ies D 2 Mite 5,442 63,784 50} 2, 404 00| 23,862 00 “47, 200 00 40, 000,000 9 . 7 577,288 00! 394,000 00 a 
olumbus ...... ,936| .4,936| 3,789] 8,600| ^ 57,050 00]... eee] tm Wiseoet | abesse eed ida evasnessacncesee| dbsssnsseoressosenss 300,000 00} 9 
'TToledo...........| 31,694] 5,249] 3,513] 8.345 41,420 00] ........ "— Sabs s 384€ Ceesax| weaae nei qa Ua 54,476, 400 ‘00 "9, 079,400 00) 300, 000 00| 80 
Wheeling veeeess 20,360} 3,370) 2,275) 2,080 26,962 00} ........-. besoss 1, 581 83| 14,390 83| 25 000, 000 00 11, ,300, 000 00 110, 000 00| *54 
Harrisburg...| 28,000! 4,475] 3.105) 3,617) 33,125 00|.....---] 2,415 50] — 4,143 18.....-- xIeRisU Seda: eene eeseeseee] 280,000 00| . 74 


* Exclusive of four special teachers of German. 


4,143 18 


‘IUOdA ‘IOOHOY 


9 | 
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The important desideratum of the Wheeling public schools, is a High 
School, in which may he brought together the better or[more;advanced 
element in the ward schools, and which will afford to all classes the 
advantages of a scientific and classical education. _ It is muchito be 
regretted that in this regard Wheeling stands stark alone among the 
cities of the country. No other town with a population entitiing it to 
rank as a city, say of three thousand or more inhabitants, is without the 
benefits of a Public High School. At the commencement of the current 
school year (1870-71,) the Board of Trustees of the “Linsley Institute” 
generously proffered to the Board of Education, for a period of five years, 
the building on the corner of Fifth and Centre streets, recently occupied 
as the Capitol Building or State House, for the purpose of a Central 
High School for the city. For reasons which need not here be mentioned 
or discussed, the proposition was not accepted. It is not improbable, 
however, that the matter may, ere long, again be revived and prosecuted 
to a favorable result. Many among the heavy tax-payers and prominent 
citizens of the place, are deeply in earnest in advocacy of the measure, 
and one, at least, of the city editors, has ventured to say some excellent 
things in its-favor. With these combined influences for the measure, may 
we not hope that Wheeling, the commercial metropolis of the State, will, 
ere very long, respond favorably to the call of the times in this matter. 

The number of regular teachers employed during the year was greater 
by four, than for the preceding year. Four special teachers of German 
were also employed. The German language was not introduced as a 
study in the schools until after the organization of the regular English 
classes, and hence some derangement in the regular exercises of the . 
schools was necessarily created by its introduction. Furthermore, the 
number of the pupils who entered upon the study was much larger than 
was anticipated, and it was found that too much labor was imposed upon 
the teachers in this department. The results, though all that could under 
the circumsiances be reasonably hoped for, were not fully up to the 
expectations of those who had favored the introduction of the study. 
For the current year, 1870-71, measures have been adopted, which, it is 
presumed, will measurably at least, obviate the evils which resulted from 
its introduction as an irregular study, and from the want of an adequate 
number of teachers. Whereas, during the last year classes could only 
recite two or three time a week, during the current year daily recitations 
take place in this as in other branches of study, seven regular teachers 
of German being employed. The results of this year will undoubtedly 
decide whether the German language shall henceforth be a permanent 
branch in the curriculum of the schools of the district. 

In the Fourth Ward of the city, there is in process of erection, and ap- 
proaching completion, a public school building, which, when finished, 
will, without question, be the best school edifice in the State. It will 
contain twelve regular school rooms, the average size of which will be 


* 
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about 26x32 feet ; a large lecture room or hall, a committee room, library 
room, and apparatus room. The basement, which is mainly above 
ground, will contain three rooms for janitor's use, furnace rooms, coal- 
vault, and water-closets. Water and gas-pipes will extend to all parts of 
the building, and it is in contemplation to have speaking tubes extend 
from the several school rooms to the Principal's room. The latter will, 
so far as is known to the writer, be a unique feature in a public school 
building. Its utility, however, will be apparent to all. A cut of this 
school house will appear as a frontispiece in the Report of the State Su- 
. perintendent, provided the engraving is finished in season. It is hoped 
that the house will be ready for occupancy by the 1st of April ensuing. 
Including the Lecture Hall, which will probably be used for the Gram- 
mar School, the building will have capacity for full eight hundred pupils, 
aud will probably‘be provided with sittings for this number. The design 
of the building was furnished by J. W. Yost, Esq., a young and promis- 
ing architect, of Bellaire, Ohio. ] B 

In March last, Mr. James M. Galloway, who had served as Principal . 
of Webster Schools from the time of their first organization, resigned his 
position, owing to failing health, and was succeeded by Rev. Samuel 
Boyd, a gentleman of large and successful experience as an educator. At 
the close of the year, Rev. James H. McMecheh, for many years Princi- 
pal of Centre Schools, accepted a Professorship in the State University at 
Morgantown.’ Rev. Jabez Hall succeeds him in the Principalship of 
Centre Schools. At the same time, S. W. Boyd, Esq., resigned the posi- 
tion of Principal of Madison Schools, and was succeeded by Mr. A. M. 
Stevenson, former Principal of the Union Schools of Hanoverton, Ohio. 
Union (Fourth Ward) Schools, also parted with two most excellent lady 
teachers at the close of the year—Mrs. W. L. Parkinson, by resignation, 
Miss Mollie J. Steele, by death. The death of Miss Steele was deeply 
deplored by pupils, teachers, school officers, and a large circle of friends, 
by all of whom she was much respected and beloved, on account of many 
rare and excellent qualities of head and heart. 

The meetings of the Wheeling Teachers' Association are held regularly, 
on the second Saturday;of everyjmonth during the School year. The ex- 
ercises consist7of lectures, essays, discussions, etc., relating mainly to edu- _ 
cational matters. These meetings are generally well attended by the 
Teachers, and there seems;to be manifested, by a majority of them, a good 
degree of interest in the;proceedings. It must be said, however, that a 
few persist in'staying away from the meetings, without any goad reason 
forso doing. Such would be benefitted by the gentle suasion of a rule 
by the Board of Education, making attendance upon the meetings of the 
Association; a regular duty of Teachers. In all other cities of the coun- 
try, regular monthly^or'semi-monthly meetings of Teachers are held by 
the Superintendents, under the auspices and by direction of the Boards 
of Education, and Teachers are required to attend, unless they are pre- 


H 


^ 


R 


62 Scouoon REPORT. . 


vented from so doing by sickness, or otherwise unavoidably detained. To 
the credit of a majority of the Wheeling Teachers, be it said, that no such- 
rule of compulsory attendance has yet been needed, so far as relates to 
them. 


TEACHERS, AND THE GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. - 
(Scholastic year ending June 30, 1870.) 


FIRST WARD. FIFTH WARD. 
Z. G. Bundy........ «1. Principal. James H. MeMechen..1. Principal. 


. Bartha C. Arndt.........2. Gram. School. |Margaret E. Taylor.. 2. Gram. School. | 


Hannah A. Phillips.. E Pri. -Sch. D Div. A|Lucy Watterson:.....-..2. 


Ella Taney............... ," Bilou. MeMechen........ 2 Pii. Sch. Div. A 
Lizzie Oxtoby ............ 2 5  BKate Martin........-.... ss A. 
Matilda McDonald. ...2. e *  CjAnnie W. Boyd......... 2. A 8 B 
Agnes MeLure.......9.  “ *  OjLuella Salisbury eet 9. € "v B 
Sallie Robinson........ 2. t ** DiCornelia Hamilton....2. “ € 
Anna Johnston.......-. u '5 DiMaggie Reid............ 2. “ D 
George W. Rhoades. Au Fulton School. SIXTH WARD. 
Jennie Greer............ 3. & — James M. Galloway...1. Principal, 
SECOND YARD. succeeded Mar. '70, by 
Jane Day........ at oneecees . P.S. Div. B & CiRev. Samnel Boyd.. e Principal. 
Harriet Oxtoby......... 2. * *'* Bt&O|Martha Harper........ -1. Gram. School. 
Sarah Riheldaífer.....8.  **  *f D|Mary J. Morrison......2. Pri. Sch. Div. A 
Amelia Campbell......2, ©  * Dikdith Martin........ ede 00 607 B 
THIRD WARD. Florence Echols........2. “6 «4 Q0 
James F. Snowden....1. Principal. Annie C. Watterson... 1. 66 6 D 
Sallie Meholin........... 1. Gram. School. {Lizzie Cross...........2. > '* HEU 
Mary A. Davies.........1. Div. A, Pri. Sch. Gertrude Kraft... l. — 6 “ D 
Emma J. Stephens...2. ‘* B, SEVENTH WARD. 
Hannah Richardson...2. '' C, i S. Winuing Boyd......1. Principal. 
Mary A. Bailie......... 2. '* D, *  |Ella M. Boyd...... 2. Gram. School. 
FOURTH WARD. Julia M. Wiley... «2. Pri. Sch. Div. A 
I. C. Tuttle........ eon eee 2. Principal. M. L. Williams........1. '' “B&C 


Jane Anderson....««.1. Gram. School. Jennie A. Campbell...3. *' “ D 
Mrs.W. L. Parkinson...1. Pri. Sch. Div. A . 


Lizzie Downa....... «e D. o AlJohn W. Wemst......... 8. Colored School. 
Martha MeKelvey......1. ** 4« B 

Annie Ewing........ oe. sc *  BiRev. F. C. H. Lampe... Teacher of Ger. 
Mollie J. Steele..-......8. ‘“ *  B|Bev. Julius Fuendling... 

Annie Jeffers............2. — * QO[Wiliam Kryter....... — * » 
M. Lon. MeColloch.. 2. « * DiHelena Gelink............ e a 
Carrie D. Agnew......3. u “« D 

q 
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BARBOUR COUNTY—B. A. McCurcHEoN, Supt. 


Three years ago there was a determined and intolerant spirit of oppo- 
sition to the present system of education. To-day there are but few 
grumblers, and they are either oid bachelors, widowersor rich old fogies, 
who have educated their children and consequently “don’t like to be 
taxed "—not looking to the good of the State. They forget the great 
rule of time which brings all things right. They forget that the large 
property holder of to-day, whose heirs are now in affluent circumstances, . 
will be in his third generation, the poorest of his day. Poverty begets 
economy; economy riches; riches luxury; luxury poverty. Hence, it 
follows that all men, both rich and poor, the exalted and the humble, 


" should foster and encourage our present school system, the soul of our 
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State and life of our republic. As on the preservation of the statue of 
Pallas depended the safety of Troy ; so much more on the preservation 
of this magnificently liberal system of school culture depends the safety 
of church and State. : 

Of all that West Virginia can boast, in climate, soil, minerals, great 
men and beautiful women, there is nothing of which she is so proud 
to-day as her free-school system. It has its friends alike in both parties, 
Democratic and Republican, and the great Democratic party will now 
perfect the people's system, the magna charta of descending power, to 
earth's last generation. 

When I came to this county there were but ten teachers qualified 
according to law, and three preachers. I could not hear a sermon unless 
by special request. Now we are getting them plentifully. 


TEACHERS' INSTITUTE. 


There was oue held at Philippi, our county seat. This, the first and 
only Institute ever held among Cheat’s Western Slopes, (once West 
Augusta,) has done great good for our teachers and citizens. But, owing 
to the time, (in mid harvest), there were only a few teachers i in attendance. 
The greater number of our teachers are from adjoining counties, Taylor, 
Harrison and Upshur. , This accounts for the slim attendance. Those 
present were highly pleased, as well as instructed. Citizens of the town 


turned out en masse, in the evenings, and were intelligently entertained. . 


Profs. Woodruff and Colegrove are pleasantly remembered in connection 
with this Institute. 


CONCLUSION. 


In concluding, let me say that the system is in much better working 
order than this ghostly report shows. ‘The township reports being almost 
blank, nothing like a correct county report could or should be expected. 
The Boards of Education and Trustees of the townships are unable to 
make such statistical reports as are required, and, in my opinion, nothing 
better can be expected, while the State Superintendent sends out such 
blanks requiring a full statement of all the minutial of school matters, in 
a form incomprehensible to ignorant trustees and illiterate boards of edu- 
cation, who never have had any opportunity whatever to learn anything 
about such matters. In fact, however, I could hardly say which shows 
the most ignorance in the matter—the trustees who have never had a 
chance to know any better, or. the State Superintendent, who goes upon 
the presumption that the trustees are already fully acquainted with the 
free'school system, and are as fully capable of making a very complicated 
statistical report as he itimself. The present incumbent is excusable, as he 
had nothing to do with the getting up of these blank forms, and I am 
hopefully persuaded that he will greatly simplify next year’s. “Sed 
verbum sapienti satis.” 
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We have finished building seventy new school houses, which. are an 
ornament to our county, mostly 22 by 30 feet, at an average cost of 
-$710 00, and they are mostly paid for. I have visited nearly all of the 
schools, dnd found them in good working order. Philippi township has 
been greatly abused by its officers, but happily that day has forever gone. 
All we want now, is that teachers cut themselves loose from text books, 
and let their pupils receive their ideas from the living teacher. - 


TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


John W. ShIrE.. co rii eps 1 | Jas. M. Baker... eorr rine 2 
Thomas C. Powell.......... usns 2 | Jobn E. Olem.......oeeee e etos 3 
Thomas Allen.....................-. 2 | B. M. Nestor. sieve xcstsssavavdcrsas 21 
E. M. Kayser... eesesee eene re ene 1 | America Sinsel............7........ 2 
James W. Samples............ ..... 1| P. F. Poling........................ 4 
©. W. Proüdfoob.co s sesees veces sue 9 | S. A. Shanabarger...... ....- e. 2 
T. M. Balleg. cessio etr ree ee 2| T. W. Rightmire.................. 8 
Jas. F. Newlon....................... 2 | M. D. Bartlett..................... 2 
Granville Bartlett................. . 21 J. Riley Phillips.................... 2 
John N. Rusmisel................... 2 | Jas. W. Gawthorp................. 2 
ACE WU S00 os os suscessdscstaveenses 9/1 B. OMIA sacencesisannsacastexs ces seven 4 
IT RIM.I 1 | E. Lee Dayton................. "xw Ge 
dau As PLCs oos cl exispickucekease 5 | Mrs. M. E. Hilkey................. 1 
Wesley Benmett..................... 51 A. G. Bmith. esee ase ces 3- 
Wm: H. Foggy 20e tione 2.1 V, IN, Gribble. cid esee dave iis 
Calvin Warner.......s:sssssseeseeee 8 | Jacob Hudkins.................... 5 

. Jasper Queen.................. eee. . 2| Jacob Waugh....................... 3 
Nathaniel Duckworth.............. 2 | Robt L. Tallman........ Vis waves 3 
David W. Shaw............ ........ 2J Addis CIAL Ki icc scsiacesessssexceses 1 
Adelaide M. Burr........... PN 1 | J. B. Batley saesesasecsvverceascsouece 2 
M. V. WO siiis yr erase bat 3| R. M. Talbitt. . E 2 
Geo. N. Walter... ose ee cooseeeee P I-A NV TISOB Sie cass eene etae evil 38 
E. P n m VEVPORE SR xAd EEUU I dau 23} D. M. Howell.....................-. 91 
D. I Ford. erenneren 1 | J. A. Tannehill..................... 2 
John 8. Nestor biti euset ec awnatenacns 2 | S. R. Bowers..... scscsesscssesssee 3 
L. W. Robinson...................-. 3 | G. H. Helmick..... «enteros 4 
M. T. Balley.a icc € 1 | Valentine F. Taylor............... 2 
Thomas Curtis....................... 5 
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BERKELEY ‘COUNTY—E. 8. LACEY, Supt. 


My scholastic horizon is divided into seven sections, of each of which I 
now send you photographic views, taken from the tabular reports of the " 
several secretaries, and from some.personal observation. 

I suppose it is natural for one engaged in any business, to apprehend 
or fancy its great importance. I certainly feel that, in this republican 
land, schools free to the millions, are of profound, immeasurable import- 
ance. With the utmost m&gic power of hope, on a substructure of abso- 
lutely incalculable resources, I cannot divine permanency in the institu- 
tions of a self-governing people, without common, general, universal edu- 
eation; and this cannot be, unless it is free, like the light, and like the air. 
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This great truth is dawning on the minds of those hitherto opposed; 
reason rises to assert her sway over prejudices. Persons who, last year 
were disqualified by law for teaching, are now giving their hand and 
heart to the work, drawing with them into it, the interest of family and 
friends—and let us also hope that the childless rich are beginning to 
feel the generous impulses of fatherhood for the whole community of 
youth around them, for whom they pay the teacher's bill. So shall we 
rise and gird ourselves for this great labor, with strength invigorated by 
the consciousness that helpers are on every hand, at home and by the 
way-side, in the pulpit and at the press, and what is more, that God ap- 
proves. 

Martinsburg, notwithstanding several private schools, sends an enroll- 
ment of 1,621 pupils, with a high average of daily attendance; she em- 
ploys eight teachers ten months in the year, and pays them an average 
of $51 50 per month, with a building newly arranged for the graded 
classes, an excellent corps of instructors, and a tolerably complete appa- 
ratus. The Board of Commissioners provide the best opportunity for 
education, in all the preparatory branches of learning, which the town 
affords. " 

Opequon Township, laboring under some peculiar financial embarrass- 
ment, still reports a levy of 28 cts. on every hundred dollars of her tax- 
able property, and an enrollment of 589 pupils in her schools, with a 
direct expenditure for education, of $3,413 40. 

Arden is noted for thrift in the administration of her school system. 
She levies 30 cts. on the hundred dollars of her taxable property, pays 
her six male teachers an average of ‘$43 per month, and sends 590 
children to school, at a cost of $2 293 cts. per month for each, and closes 
the year with a balance on hand of $735 28. 

Hedgesville divides her territory into ten districts, having eleven schools 
and eleven teachers, and enrolls 788 pupils, and has her schools open 
nearly eight months of the year, averaging the time of all. She gives 
her teachers $39 per month, and requests the Superintendent to send her 
the very best. Though she has some mountainous, sparsely populated 
country, the energetic interest shown by her commissioners and trustees, 
places her well in the van of our little squadron. 

Mill Creek is a small township in the north-east part of the county, 
having but six schools, and one of these for colored children. She has 
an enrollment of 266 pupils, with an average attendance of 176, and re- 
ports that her schools have received fifty visits from the officers. She 
pays her teachers an average of $40 per month, and disburses for school 
purposes $2,179 19. 

Gerardstown.— Winging the mountains, divides her domain into nine 
School Districts, and declares a total of 364 in actual attendance. She 

makes & levy of 28 cents per hundred, and disburses for the schools 
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$3,044, paying an average of $39 per month to her teachers; but has no 
school for colored children. 

Falling Waters—Lying along the Potomac, gathers her children into 
five school houses ; has an attendance of 239 pupils, and pays her teachers 
an average of $38 50 per month. She distributed for schools $1,880 380, 
and reports her monthly expense for each pupil at $1 16. She appor- 
tioned $76 90 for colored youths, and has her schools open over eight 
months in the year. The Secretary of her Board of Commissioners shows 
by his early and complete report, that there is a vigilant watchman over 
the assemblies of the children, and that somebody in that division is all 
alive for the education of the young 

Thus I haye endeavored to bring before you some o 'salient points, by 
which you may be able to survey the working of the school system in 
Berkeley county, I cannot say that it is satisfactory to ourselves, much 
less can I suppose it will be to you; but this can he affirmed truly and 
triumphantly—the system is working everywhere; its pulsations are felt 
in every household, silently touching the intellect and the soul of every 
child in the county. 

It is to be confessed that many of the teachers licensed are poorly pre- 
pared for the great work in education, as shown by the grade of certifi- 
cates ; but a far larger number are very ignorant of the improved meth- 
ods of instruction, knowing nothing of Normal Schools or Teachers’ In- 
stitutes. One of our greatest wants, then,is what you purpose to appoint 
and hold throughout the State—ZJnstitutes, to teach the teachers the order 
and the method ofa well-regulated school. Now thatthe “school-master 
is abroad in the land,” let all be assured that he is well furnished for his -. 
vocation. 

In the admirable list of text books appointed ;by law for the use of 
schools, there is but one which our teachers would be glad to have 
changed—Pinneo’s Grammar ; it proves what. your honored predecessor 
in office termed it—“ an educational failure.” - 

Need there be any special legislation to allow a division of our School 
Year into two terms—one for winter and one for autumn? The smaller 
children attend in summer, and for these, woman is- the better teacher. 
At present, the weary school drags on from winter into spring and sum- 
mer, with no cessation, the elapses meanwhile changing, the whole body 
disintegrating. Let there be a vacation that the children may sun them- 
selves while they gather the sweet spring flowers, and then a new term 
and a new life, the sceptor, perhaps, passing into the gentle hand of a 
mistress. 

And now, earnestly desiring over the whole wide sphere of your respon- 
sibility that the favor of God may rest, I respectfully submit the accom- 
panying Report: 
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TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF THEIR CERTIFCATES. 


Theodore Ruthrauff........ PT 24|Charles S. North......... EEEE d 
F. Stockman.................. ienissn 12 19. I9. MON A isis eei ca ie epa da eios 2% 
William Ripple.......... TE 21 William Gerhardt............ SED 1 
James A. Clugston................... 4 |George A. Stewart.................... 13 
M. J. Benediet........................ 21 Daniel Snyder........................ 13 
Abraham Ford..... — — Bibs Utrecht seesess eo even eee hee 5 
William L. Siler................. coed [Peter Smith................. eese m 
J. H. Alexander....................... 1 |Emma MeCaleb.................-. 3 
Alvin C. Harper....................... 3 IS. S. Wilson cassie idee ee en no sen reni 2 
Lizzie V. Hess.. . .................-. 8 iC. U. Thornburg ........... T 23 
William B. Steward......-.. ......... 9 iJ. N, Hall........... Sato Svea es deuda 14 
C. A. W. Baker.......ccccccsccseseeecs 23|James Robinson, Jr...............:..9 
David Speer.................. ee. 13 George H. 'Throop.................... 1 
Franklin Stabler ................ ^O. 431A. M. Graham ......... — Sasso 
F. J. FLAY OCI cc csccccrssstescsescvesses 13/A. Durbarrow........ rom REN 5 
Hannah E. Boyer ......... seda mec 2 |H. V. Stump............ €— "E 
B, No Drenante A |E. Hazlett...... .. Vix peas beh (Meus 2 
G. W. Mispelhorn.................... 5 |J. S. Simmons................ nene 12 
James De Golly........ sacri ie suavete 4 |Edwin D. Secrisb..................... 5 
A. TG Longi ceseessuvetsceesese eee 23|C. W. Summey.................. eee 5i 
M. G. Albright............... eius 23Laura B. Hardy..................... 14 
W. H., Jatney.o. oevesesvaxeeczrevese 83|Loretta  Smith.......................- 34 
Mary C. Hoffman......... —— ....2 [Noah Bromeb..................-. DE: 
John T. Rawling........ ..... ees |J. C. Houser........... m 2 
F. F, Rawling....... ——' sees 5 |S. A. Throckmorton. ................. 4 
George W. Swisher......... — M 91 Martha Penn............ ... eere 5 
Monroe .Hottle....... —— O12 Louis B. George.................. vid 
William M. Dick..... .......... ^. 13] William C. Campbell.......... ieee d 
Annie C. Hill................... e^9 [Alexander Horner.................... 14 
H Oe Olat K iioc eed deiviuss o eere vaso 2 IB. J. Reed (oes cette rao eter 1 
E. Tabler ss cwsavasiacdedeneresoactoness 4 [Juliet B. Smith........................ 2 
M. G. Haley, Jr.......... Siseabadneans 21)J. E. Burrell.................. eere 5 


BOONE COUNTY-—Rvurus WORKMAN, Supt. 


I hoped to forward my report by the 30th of September, as the law 
directs. To this end I sent blanks in August to trustees and other 
school officers. In the first of September I visited the Boards of Educa- 
tion, in order to assist them in making their reports. But, after re- 
peated and urgent solicitations, I have only succeeded within the lat few 
days in getting reports from all the townships; and they are so imper- 
fect that it is impossible to send all the statistics and facts which the law 
requires. 

Our county is now tolerably well supplied with school houses—there* 
being thirty-three good substantial log hoüses complete and ready for 
use. Two more are under way. We also propose to build a new frame 
house in Peytona, 30x45 feet, to accommodate the youth of that place, 
which haye increased fifty per cept in the last two years. The Board of 
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Education in Washington township has taken steps to build two or three 
more school houses, so as better to accommodate those families who live 
in the remote parts of the township. 

Levies sufficient to finish paying for our building expenses have been 
laid, and we will soon have our county tolerably well supplied with comi- - 
fortable school rooms, and the pleasure of knowing that they are all paid 
for. 

In Crook township there has been only four months school during the 
year. The school officers say they were in debt for deficiencies in other 
years, and thought best to get the township out of debt. They say they 
are in good condition for schools this year. 

My report shows nothing as to the amount apportioned for the colored 
pupils, from the fact that I have received no report on the subject. But 
upon inquiry I find that the colored youth have had one school in Crook 
township. At least, they have had one school taught by a colored lady. 

This is the best statement I can give of what was done last year and 
the way it wasdone. We have in operation at this time sixteen schools, 
governed by teachers, as a general thing, who are laboring with a zeal 
worthy of their high calling. We will also start another in a few days. 
I intend to see that there is a school in every district in this county, 
during this school year. I have given certificates to some applicants not 
entitled to them according to law. This has been done by special re- 
quest of trustees and citizens, living in the school districts in which the 
applicant proposes to teach. I am pleased to learn that these teachers 
are giving good satisfaction, and hope they will continue to do so. 

We think we have made quite an improvement, both in teachers and 
trustees, since the repeal of the Test Oath, heretofore required. And we 
are very sure, if the next Legislature will remove the said oath from 
other school officers, that will enable us to get men, in some localities, 
better qualified to fill the offices of secretary and commissioners. I also 
think that the official year and the school year should commence at the 
same time; and that commissioners should be paid at least one dollar 
per day, for at least three days services—as they are compelled to loose 
at least that much time, and do a great many other favors for the 
public. I also think that teachers should teach, under all circumstan- 
ces, twenty days for a month, and that they have no right to be paid for 
services not rendered. In closing my report, I ask all school officers in 
our county for a united effort in order to permanently organize the free 
school system and properly conduct the same. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


I. P. Williams..........cccecescece . 3 | R. C. Cam poe TA eine O 
Miss M. J. S. Gardner....... ree 2 | Joshua Mitchell . — T E 1 
S-:B. Whitten...... sites n 4 | Jacob Coon.............. Vc 5 
Robert E. Sanford.................. 0 | Lawson Ballard.................... .2 


LA, Vawteri. esee sees, 1 | A L. Drydenesssccesssesee. Veiis dA 
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Wiiliam P. Curry... ............... 5 | John S. Lavender........ € ÓÀ 1 
I. W. Deskins......... divedouacsuaes' 5 | I. R. Cotton. serere ces DC 
W. A. Johnson......... TN 3 | Augustus Ball.............. ......... 
AJ. Doliornis 5 | Henrietta A. Hopkins.............. 3 
Benj. PriGe ics cuieesceseeuccieececs- D | A. B. Whiblehiz iu exce evo eve 8 
A. J. Coon....... eters visse uda eost 5 | Henderson Laoy...... ............... 3 
S. T. McKim.......... —— a 2 | Alex. Desserneth........ .......... 9 
Bic Oe V 686 m — i DO E. Parrell. s ue seeteseacaes 2 
Alex. Desernett .................... . 4 | Joseph C. Bray...... Vasca iuba adus -2 
A. Toney, &r..... T 


* 
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BRAXTON COUNTY—W. F. Morrison, Supt. 


My annual report has been detained by reason of the failure on the 
part of the township secretaries to attend to their duty in the matter. 
We have four townships in this county, only two of which have made re- 
ports, as you will see from my tabular report. 

I am sorry to say that the financial condition in most of the townships 
is such as to render it utterly impossible for me to make a report con- 
cerning the finances of the county. I last year visited thirty-two schools 
in this county. Our schools, though by no means what we wish to have 
them, will still compare favorably with a majority of the schools of other 
counties of the State. I must, however, acknowledge that too little in- 
terest has been manifested in them by many school officers of the county. 
The boards of education utterly failed to perform their duty in almost 
every particular, except the board of Franklin township. ; 

Franklin Township.—The secretary of this township has made a re- 
port that shows the condition of the statistical and financial affairs in his 
township, which I have every reason to believe is correct. The finances 
are as follows: Amount received from the State, $416 50; from town- 
ship levy, $606 87; from other sources, $305 51, making a total of 
$1,326 88. . Expenditures—teachers' salaries, males, $430 23; females, 
$100; total, $530 23. Salary of secretary of board of education, $20 00; 
enrollment of youth $20 21; commission, $26 04; contingencies, $0 80 
Total amount, $607 28. Unexpended. $719 60. 

Clay Lownship.—I have received no report, either statistical or finan- 
cial, from Clay; therefore, I am unable to lay before the public any 
thing of importance in regard to its condition. The money has been 
lost for the last two years, consequently the township is in debt. How- 
ever, in most of the districts they have erected comfortable school houses. 

Washington Township.—This township is nearly lost in obscurity, the 
enumeration of youth being the only report received from it. Upon ex- 
amination of the records, I find there has been levy after levy, both for 
building and school purposes, and the money has been squandered and 
consumed by the board of the township. There is not, to my knowledge, 
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a school house which belongs-to the free schools in the township. I laid 
the matter before the grand jury, with regard to the Boards compensa- 
ting themselves out of the school funds, upon which it took no action. 

There has been a school in Sutton during eight or nine months of each ` 
year for the last four years, supported principally by private enterprise, 
This school is taught by Mr. T. J. Berry and lady, to whom the friends of 
popular education are greatly indebted for their zealous manner and 
thorough system of teaching. Mrs. Berry is an accomplished teacher in 
every respect. 

I am happy to say that the free school system is gaining friends in our 
county, and if our school officers will all do their duty pr&mptly, it will 
soon be universally cherished. 

[It is well nigh a miracle if the school system is “ gaining friends” in 
view of such official misconduct, as is referred to above.—GN. Supt. ] 


TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF CERTIFICATE. 


Vernon Campbell.................... 3 | Susan Hines..:................. ees 3 
Renox Wilson......................-. 4 | Marcellus Frame..................-. 4 
John Q. Young... eee eer ern 4 | David S. Morton.... ..............-- 8 
Catharine D. Berry....... e 1 | Elmore Frame................... eee 4 
Emery A. Berry........ aiaro d] David Eats vidis 5 
Granville Huffman.................. 3 | Wm. H. Green.................. 4 
G. M. Berry. evo — 2 | Mary H. Dunlap.......... EE 
T. T. Berry... cen eere — BI T AE: Berry oseseeeeseeeeesduuevs e 9 
Wm. H. Berry... eee eseeies 4 | Amma J. H. Carper................ 4 
Wm. L. Kelly...................... 4 | Martha Y. T. Frame...... m .4 
Willis P. Shaver... ........ esnes O | Maggie A. Lockhart............ ew D 
John W. Hanna..................... 4 | Robert R. Marshall................. 1 
Wm. IEPRÍTo oo eosccei ees eap oa siano vs 4 | Rebecea J. Fox....................-- 3 
Asa Squires.....scscsesvsevees — 4 | Joseph P. James..................... 5 
Perry C. Roberts..................... 5 | M. Weisenfelt.........,....... m 3 
JamesjW. Humphreys.............. 3 | Mortimer Rose.............. M" 
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BROOKE COUNTY-—MirroN We tts, Supt. 


The evidences of progress, though less manifold and dazzling than our 
eager desires led us to wish for, are yet positive and cheering ; and, when 
viewed in connection with surrounding circumstances, our school system 
may be pronounced a success. The average length of the school term 
throughout the county, the per centage of attendance, the salaries of the 
teachers, and the awakened zeal of teachers and school officers, all pro- 
claim the onward movement of our educational interests, and protest 
against disaster. Without distinction of political parties; the people of 
Brooke are decidedly a free school people. Buffalo township, being . 
strongly Democratic, has a new school house in every district, and has 
them well furnished with maps, charts, and good furniture. I mention ~ 
this, as fears have been expressed that the ‘free school system of our young 


i Scnoor Report. 71 


commonwealth would fade away, provided the politics of the State should 
change. No fears need be expressed on that score, as the motto of all 
parties is onward in the cultivation of the intellect, morals and physique. 
Unusual energy has been exerted by boards of education in the con- 
struction and furnishing of new houses. Every district in the county can 
boast of a new school building, save one, and, to show the progress, 
Bethany, which but three years ago contained an old house 18x16 feet, 
and of one story, calling it a school house, built a new house 40x32 feet, 
two stories high, and how they are enlarging again to double that size in 
order to make room for the pupils in attendance. 

Wellsburg School District boasts of the finest school building in the 
State, erected under the present school system. I fully endorse the act 
of the Legislature passed 11th July, 1868, making Wellsburg an inde- 
pendent school district, and I would recommend that a similar law be 
passed making Bethany and surrounding country an independent district, 
as they then can grade their school much better in accordance therewith. 

Some hindrances have been thrown in the way of the harmonious 
working of the Wellsburg school by some of our would be wealthy citizens 
refusing to pay their taxes on the plea of the unconstitutionality of our 
special law, which was taken before Judge Melvin, who decided that the 
law is constitutional. But the parties have carried their cases to the 
Court of Appeals, and in the meantime an injunction has been granted 
staying the collection of their school tax until their cases are decided. 
But I am fully satisfied that these troubles have not arisen so much on 
account of the special law as an opposition to the general free school 
system. But, notwithstanding this, her school was continued much 
longer than heretofore, for which we are indebted to Dr. Sears, the gen- 
erous Ágent of the Peabody Fund, who bestowed upon us one thousand 
dollars, and for which I, as County Superintendent, and also in behalf of 
the board of education and citizens of Wellsburg school district, return 
him our hearty thanks. The Peabody Fund was never more judiciously 
expended for-tuition to a more faithful band of teachers than the teachers 
of Wellsburg. Female teachers have proved a success with us; more so 
than males. They impart instruction better, and gain the esteem and 
confidence of pupils better than males. 

I fully endorse the change made last winter in the manner of collect- 
ing taxes, viz: by the sheriffs, thereby saving at least three per cent of 
the people’s taxes. We have had too many tax collectors. I would 
recommend that a law be passed compelling the attendance of the youth 
at least three months in the year. Why compel people to pay taxes for 
the benefit of children and allow ignorant and prejudiced parents and 
guardians to set the law at defiance, by not permitting their children to 
reap the benefits? Absenteeism is-entirely the great obstacle to the" 
advancement of our school system. It has been estimated that near three 
millions of children in this country are growing up with their education 
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comparatively neglected, and that scores of millions of dollars are annu- 
ally wasted. All the arguments and considerations by which the rights 
and duties of a State to establish public schools are sustained, do logi- 
cally justify and require that the State shall also see that those for whom 
the system is established shall avail themselves of its privileges. 

My method of conducting examinations is similar to the conducting of 
a teachers’ institute, and mostly oral. But Iam satisfied that the best 
place to test the qualifications of teachers is in the school-room. 

Finally, I would recommend the abolishment of the office of County 
Superintendent as it now exists, (only as a local officér to make and for- 
ward reports,) and the appointment of a superintendent to each judicial 
district, with the same powers and duties that are incumbent upon county 
superintendents now. The poor compensation now paid to county 
superintendents would amply compensate one man to devote his whole 
time and attention to the schools of his district. As it now exists it is a 
farce and a waste of time and money. Make the superintendency the 
primary business of a competent, instructor by paying him, and we will 
find our school system advance more rapidly in the future than in the 
past. i 

‘I return my thanks to teachers and school officers for their kindness, 
The school department has my thanks for favors conferred. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. _ 


Ada Cunningham........ —— € , 2 | Julia Fleming....... E jose 2 
Sarah MeGrew.............. eene 1| Phebe Manchester.................. 2 
Geo. W. Russell...... VESTES CE ess, L | J. R. Armspoker............. niis. A 
Kate McGuire ................... awe 2 | Sarah E. Powell....................- 2 
J. We Clemens. es sdo sv euro en 1 | S. D. Knox........... ieorat ierit 1 
John Churchman.......cscccsesceese 3 | Emma Anderson.....esesrssesssoosss 1 
Jennie Buckey.......csccsoesseceeres 2 | Chas. F. Butler... ................. 1 
Chas. W. Bonar............. eere 3 | Lizzie L. Wirt.............. eere 1 
S. W. McKibben....................* L5. DX WARE save see aac ne tadr v 2 
Sallie Boyd...... Fei datedhuatvast dase 4 | John Bruch.................... P 1 
John Hough........ — em 2 | John Blatteau...................-..-. 1 
James E. Baxter..................-. 1 | Joseph Hunt... iere eene 4 
Plummer Laytear....... Voss ese . 2| Bell Oglevie.......scscccscsocncsscess 1 
George E. Baxter................. s 2 | Joseph R. Naylor................... .4 
Emma Merryman.................. 1 | Mattie Carle........................-. 1 
Sarah E. Hunter.................... 1 | W. S. Ackison.............- NER e 1 
Jennie Ray............ Lipkea d aas 1 | Lizzie MeCarroll.................... 1 
Frank Moore.......... —— 5 | John Duncan........................ 2 
Angie Harding................... e 1| W. R. Anderson ..................-. 1 
Anna Lazear............... RET 3 | James D. Lazear............... EMT M 
Elizabeth Hough........ — A 
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CABELL COUNTY—Joux W. Cuurcu, Supt. 


In the month of May last, with the determination to forward my 
annual report at the time required by law, I notified the several secre- 
taries of the boards of education of the county of Cabell to urge the 
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trustees of the several school districts of their respective townships to 
send in their reports, so as to enable them to prepare their reports for 
me by the 1st day of October, 1870. The trustees in several of the 
townships neglected to discharge their duties, although prevailed upon 
by me in many instances to do so, and also by the secretary of the 
board of education. This has delayed the returns, which I did not 
receive until very recently. I am disappointed in finding them very 
imperfect, and the several secretaries inform me, when returned for cor- 
rection, that they are as accurate as they can make them owing to the 
imperfect returns made by the trustees. 


The report which I have the honor of submitting, although imperfect, 
shows a decided improvement since the organization of the free school 
system in our new State. There are now thirty-eight school houses, an 
increase of seven over last year. . The independent school district, or cor- 
poration of Barboursville, which has never been reported separately 
heretofore by my predecessors, was minus of a school house until now. 
But we have just completed a nice two-story frame school house, at a 
cost of one thousand dollars, which is an ornament to said corporation. 

The number of youths in the county, between the ages of six and 
twenty-one years, was two thousand four hundred and two last year, and 
according to the enumeration returned to me there is now two thousand 
six hundred and eleven, an increase of two hundred and nine. The 
number of certificates issued during the year is forty-one. I advocate 
the abolition of grades, and that teachers should be thoroughly posted 
in all the common branches of English education, or be debarred by law 
from having jurisdietion over the youths of our young State. For I am 
fully satisfied that an extensive injury has been done in certain localities, 
on account of incompetent teachers, although the repeal of the teachers' 
test oath has partially removed the evil, by placing the intelligent, who 
were debarred on account of said test oath, on an equal footing with the 
less intelligent class of teachers, which cannot obtain certificates in the 
State of Ohio, and under our laws are eligible to teach our schools on 
the border counties of the State, and who carry all the money they 
receive out of the State. — , 

I believe in an established salary for teachers throughout the State for 
teaching our common schools. In some of the school districts in the 
county, since the repeal of the test oath, we have been enabled to 
appoint more competent trustees than have previously been acting. But 
in other districts the same evil prevails as heretofore. I advocate the 
abolition of the office of trustee, and vesting the power in the hands of 
the boards of education of the several townships, to employ teachers and 
to discharge the duties otherwisé prescribed by the Code. I believe a 
change is absolutely necessary to be made in the school law, vesting the 
power in the hands of the secretary of the board of education to take 
and report the enumeration, in lieu of the trustees, as I have experienced 
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great difficulty in obtaining the returns, in order to get the amount of 
money due from the State, for the schools in the county. "There are too 
many officers, one depending on another, to the extent that no one acts 
unless he is requested to do so repeatedly. The board of education, 
together with their secretary, can discharge all the duties that would be 
required of them in half the time, and with less labor, than all the 
trustees in their respective townships, The several boards of education 
have laid the levy required Ly the forty-fourth section of the forty-fifth 
chapter of the Code of West Virginia. 

In conclusion, I have the honor to state that the prejudice heretofore 
existing in my county against the free school system is fast passing away, 
and that those heretofore debarred by the teachers' test oath are now 
using their influence on behalf of free education. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF CERTIFICATES. 


T. B. Summers........... — 2- LO IL Hale. cues isis eet wil 
E. D. Summers... eas ek cccseerceves 2 | L. H. Robinson y.acsscecsstssexevees 1 
F-J. LeSaHEO. oso erii eee socesess CX. d. S. IRoODIDSOn. ies cor ener dean 8 
J. M. Thompson....................- 2 | George Turner ....... EA ues 3 
M. E. Johnson.....................-. 2 | D. B. Childers...... eee eerte 4 
Mary Crump.... rives sees sese hea 4 | P. B. Lewis ........ 2 ——— 1 
C. W. Payne....... eain daneeees l|J.9B.fhepard.......«..... eres . 2 
H. M. HG Osos casacntecvcnsecccans l | B. H. Meróbell..... een eoo . 2 
Jole CAP. sisanra rs a 1 | Mary Martle...................... .4 
Hugh Clark........ ——— M [ids Ls MADDOP NER —— M À "E 
M. L. Hysell........ PEENE .... 1 | William Shellack... — E 
R. T. Phillips...... EEEE S f Woe d. IROYSCRosenccaniscnsseressennie 2 
Rose F'ller......... ...... n (24M. M, Williams. servina 2 
T. P, Blairs ——— 1 | Lucy Maupin............. PEER 
Mary A. Maupin..................-. 9T W.H. Hle: noe reet iiy ak 
AM. Bryan ccesscesiess Reb added v4 d. We Bloeume s eese ee iens 9 
Jd. Ke Tresthi a eieeeeiséseve veneosaes 2 | H. J. Baumgardner... mE 
J. J. Rowsey........ ..- eee ce ence . 4 | A. T. Morriston.............. e. 8 
M. L. Glover........ Caoa arkiri 2| W. H. nans — gU RUNE PE. 3 
REV. Morriso ie eie srése Gi eceess 8 | Kate Jewell... ETIE i 
F. M: Talabi diciarani E 


CALHOUN COUNTY—D. W. Knieut, Supt. 


It is mortifying to me, to see that we have done no more for the cause 
of education, when I consider that it must come under the observation 
of the intelligence of the State, and probably of the United States. But 
this, with other things, ought to stir us up to a sense of the great res- 
ponsibilities that are resting upon us as parents and guardians, so that 
our report might be worthy the observation of all Nevertheless, I 
think we are doing well, comparing our schools with those of former years, 
when there was nothing to guard the public against incorrect teachers. 
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Sherman Township had five schools in operation last winter, and one ^ 
that was made up at Grantsville, by private subscription, making six in 
all, “I believe the citizens of Grantsville would keep a school eight or nine 
months out of a- year, if they could get aid from the “Peabody Fund.” 
As Dr. Sears, agent of that Fund, seems to be lending a helping hand 
in other parts of the State, oh! may he lend a listening ear to our cries 
for aid, because I think we will try to help ourselves, The Board of Ed- 
ucation of the township, is making preparations to build a commodious 
frame house, probably one that will accommodate a Graded School. 
The school houses of that township are generally better than in other 
parts of the county, although they are not furnished as they should be. 
The board of that township has managed the financial matters well. 

Sheridan Township, had two schools last winter, and two the preceding 
fall making four in all. I cannot say so much in favor of this town- 
ship, although it has some good school houses, and also some warm advo- 
cates of the system ; yet it has handled financial matters badly in some 
way. Where the wrong is, I shall not say, because I do not know.— 
But I trust they will do better im future, as all that school officers do, has 
to be reported and sent abroad over the State. 

Washington Township has managed her financial concerns pretty well 
I think, and is now in a tolerably flourishing condition. Her houses are 
nearly all built, and she is keeping up schools very regularly, although 
her houses are not as good as they should be. 

Lee Township is somewhat behind time in building her houses, although 
" the intention is now to go to work and complete them. She has handled 
her financial affairs badly it seems. 

Our schools are improving, although we have not enough uniformity 
among our teachers. The old notions and modes of teaching, have too 
much effect upon all of us as teachers. But such things are rapidly be- 
coming extinct, and I am of opinion that when we get our County Asso- 
ciation in operation, we will revolutionize the old ways. 

_ Our teachers are live, wide awake young men, and have been princi- 
pally produced since the school system came into operation. I believe we 
will compare favorably with adjacent counties, so far as teachers are con- 
cerned. Supt. Gould, came to our county, and held an Institute, at 
which every teacher i in the county was M present except one. This speaks 
for itself. 

The people pay so little attention to electing boards of education, that 
I believe the county superintendent ought to have the appointing of 
them. They neglect that office, on the account of having a number of 
other officers to elect. 

The people of my county are all, I may say, friendly to our school 
system, and wish it success. May we all, regardless of political strife 
and factions, work for the perpetuity of the common school system, 
which is doing so much good in our midst. A professional spirit is being 
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cultivated among teachers, and, consequently uniformity in teaching will 
follow. 

Iam truly sorry you have had to wait so long on us, but it is almost 
impossible to get trustees and secretaries to report to me. Even now-I 
have no report from some Districts. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Miss S. B. Johnson.................. A ) B. H. Webb iscescesinsswiats — 4 
J. P. Knight......ccrccrses ern 2.1 M. Vandal ciernie 9 
C D Bold. iranin 4 | Miss A. Hays................-. eee 2 
C. J. Trippet........ eee e 8: D- OID sa s ecaseceseeusd essi eve tee 5 
J. A. Ferrel...... SRI ME — € 4 | B. N. Sithum E 5 
W. Hays......... EREE 4 | Wm. Hayes............ — n .2 
Bs A. Smiley (5. eese eo aea seva . 4 ! David W. Knight................-. 2 
"Miss V. E. Webb.......- esee 9.1.05 AEEIDDBU e kosoe san iata vaio 4 
IW. Hall oeste Pacte en 2 | H. Cofer....... M xS NYe SE Ia VERUS "E 
A RACE sickens eceied oka E 23) Miss L. H. Johnson................. 4 
J. H. SORN SON ———— 4 | Miss H. opio: sug anos Dua TS ER ER b 
B.M, F'erkel,ueeseesseeosess . 2| J. C. Stump... —— € 


CLAY COUNTY—B. S. STEPHENSON, Supt. 


Up to the present time I have received no reports from any of the 
townships of my county except one, and that was so imperfect that I laid 
it aside ; so that I am unable to make any satisfactory report for the past 
year. The schools, however, during the past year, have been progressing 
very well. During last winter there were schools in all the districts where 
they have funds sufficient. But we have not had so many schools as 
usual, owing to the fact that some of the districts had previously rùn 
their schools beyond their ready means, and consequently were left in 
debt. Hence, the lack of schools the past year. 

In visiting the schools last winter, I found them generally progressing 
well—some of them very well, and most of them were well attended. I 
visited, I think, eight schools during the fall and winter. The number 
of scholars in attendance, I should think, would range from twenty to 
forty—probably an average attendance of twenty-five to the school. 

The schools are commencing for the present year, and I presume there 
will be a school in every school house in the county where they have 
funds to support one. 

Our people are friends to the school system, but the general sentiment 
is that there are too many officers. My own experience has led me to 
the conclusion that a single school officer in each township would dis- 
charge all the duties now required of boards and trustees, and do it more 
promptly and more satisfactorily than it is done under the present ar- 
rangement. 
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+ DODDRIDGE COUNTY—W. STRICKLING, Supt. 


I have not been able to obtain a full report from any of our clerks; 
and, I may as well state just now, that, in my opinion, this will always 
be the case until the law allows the commissioners a reasonable compen- 
sation, or imposes a fine of ten or twenty dollars in case they fail to re- 
port on or before the 20th day of September. The clerks in the different 
townships claim that the trustees fail to report to them, consequently 
they are not in possession ‘of the facts necessary to enable them to make 
a proper report of the condition of schools in their respective townships. ` 
I have spared no time in trying to obtain correct reports from the differ- 
ent townships, I returned them, assisted the clerks in arranging and pre- 
paring their reports. But the dates from which their reports were made 
- rendered it impossible to have them correct in every particular. 

West Union Township had six schools last winter, and, with but one 
exception, good teachers in all of thé schools. We have four good frame 
school houses in this township. In West Union, the county seat, we have 
one of the finest school houses I have seen in any of our small towns. 
The board of education made one new district in this township last 
spring, and they now have a frame house going up and another under 
contract in sub-distriet No. 7, both to be finished in time for & winter's 
school. This will complete all of the school houses in this township— 
six frames and one log. The board expects to have a school in each sub- 
district the coming winter. The citizens seem to be much better pleased 
with the free school system than they did two or three years ago. They 
will soon have all of their school houses completed and paid for, and 
then, I think, they will appreciate the great moral worth of our free 
school system. The board in this township failed to answer several of the 
questions, and the reason assigned was, “they were not in possession of 
the facts.” - But I think these things will be overcome by another year. 
They want to have a graded school in West Union by another season, 
and should they have a school of that kind, in my opinion it would be 
well patronized, for we most unquestionably need one at some point in the 
county. 

Central Township had a school in each sub-district last winter. The 
teachers were ordinary. They have all of their houses built, all good 
frames, and well furnished, except one. They are considerably in debt— 
had too many schools for the amount of funds. They are alive to edu- 
cation, and in many respects exceed all other townships in the county. 
Their report is very imperfect. This imperfection the board attributes 
to a-failure on the part of the trustees; and in justification to the trus- 
tees, I would remark that two-thirds of them have never been presented 
with a copy of the school law. "Therefore they don't know their duty. 
This is the case throughout the county. We need more law. It would 
be uuchristian and unkind to punish an officer for not doing his duty, 
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unless he be first presented with the law. My opinion is that the copies 
of the School Law heretofore coming into this county have been very in- 
discriminately circulated, and a large number of them never were placed 
in the hands of the school officers. I hope for the better in the future, - 

-South West Township was unable to have a school in each sub-district 
last winter. They have but six houses in the township, five frames and 
one log. They are out of debt, and in the course of another year intend 
to complete all of their houses. The board of education in South West, 
in point of energy and interest in education, will compare, if not excel, 
any other board in the county. They have had difficulties to overcome, 
and oppositions to meet, which were not in the way in some of the town- 
ships, but they have finally surmounted all of them, and now propose to 
go to work for the best interest of education in their township and State. 

New Milton—There were twelve schools in this township. Teachers 
ordinary. There have been thirteen new houses built in this township 
for school purposes. By another year they will have all of their houses 
completed. The majority of the houses in the township will be log— 
some of them poorly constructed. I think money invested in log school 
houses, especially such as some of the houses in this township, is certainly 
a very bad investment. But these, as well as many other expenditures, 
will be overcome in the course of time, by the advance of education. 
New Milton township will make a fine country some day, and the log 
houses will be supplanted, by good frames, stone or brick. 

Grant—In this township there were six schools last winter; four of 
them taught in old cabins, erected for private dwellings. One of the 
school houses in the township is scarcely worthy the name of school 
house. There are but two school houses in this township. The board 
incurred a debt by continuing their schools to double the amount of 
their funds. Some years ago, and two years ago, failed to make any 
levy for school purposes, thereby losing their apportionment of the State 
fund, involving them in debt, and my understanding is, they have just 
paid off their indebtedness. They intend the coming season to put up 
the greater part of their school houses. 

Me Clellan—In this township there were ten schools. Some good and 
some very indifferent teachers. TheyZhave three school houses, and 
several under contract. or the want of houses some of the districts go 
without schools. I expect a better state of things by another year. We 
have some good teachers, who are perhaps as well qualified for teaching 
as any that can be found in any ofthe adjoining counties. But the great 
trouble is we have not enough of them. Our teachers, with. but few ex- 
ceptions, are faithful, use industry, but lack one of the most important 
qualifications—ability. The old adage, “that any person can teach a 
child to spell, read, &c.” is losing ground, and our teachers are at least 
30 per cent better qualified than they were five years ago. Poor teach- 
ers are being dropped, and better qualified teachers taking their places. 


ScHooL REPORT. 79 


I used every inducement T could to have our county fully represented 
in one of the Normal Schools of the State, but made almost a perfect fail- 
ure. This certainly is a rare opportunity, and should be eagerly em- 
braced by young ladies and gentlemen, who desire the responsible posi- 
tion of teacher. E 
. The free school system is becoming more popular every day, its enemies 
growing scarcer, and its friends increasing. Our citizens lament the re- 
moval of the township Treasurers. Iam inclined to think those officers 
were highly necessary. They collected taxes closer than the Sheriffs, 
and more convenient for teachers, &c., &c. 

One of the greatest difficulties we have to contend with, is the failure 
on the great part of officers in preparing their reports. It consumes ten 
times the amount of time to get their reports, with all their imperfections 
than it should do. i 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Wyman L. Cole...................- 1| S. T. Jacobs........ ......... esee 3 
John Romine................. — 8 | F. J. Ashburn..................e eee 3 
David N. Meredith............-- 3 | Wm. Hoskinson..................... 2 
John Leach. esccsssse sesesessses 3-| Seymore Norman..................-. 4 
John H. Steel......................-. 4 | Charles S. Polan.............. ...... 3 
Thomas P. Swan......... ..........- 23 X T-I66. 2er PETA 4 
Anderson Ash............ ....... 3 | L M. R. Hovey............... e 3 
Henry Enlow................... ^ 2 | James Martin ssrin 3 
Dickson Ash.......................-. 4 | C. R. Gain....... €—— 5 
Luther F. Randolph...... ......... 2 | John L. Carder...................... 4 
Wm. Sadler...... ...:..... ..... Reais 5 | W. B. Allen.................... TE 2 
Benton C. Bland...... ........ és AT T. M. MeLbalmn, i oooeeeeoro entree 4 
Thomas P. Jeffrey........ "n 2 | Mary Sharp........ —— 2 
Williams Maxwell........... sss 1 | Carrie A. W186 ssstssesecccscetasice 1 
Richard Noble................... «s 4 | Ellen P. Miller......... oes 1 
CE Wee Posant 8 | Rosana Àmos.................. esee. 2 
John H. Charter..................... 2 | Mary J. Jones........................ 2 
John C. Edwards.................... 8 | Margaret Mathers......... ON 1 
L. F. Randolph...................... 2 | Carie C. Devol...... E 5 2 
Josiah W. Dixson........ TEN 9 | Henrietta C. Johnson............... 8 
A. I; Evans ice es . 2| Josephine I. Wilson................ 4 
W.N. Exlpsell. iiie ceeseeesesasósns 4 | Mary Barnes........ S € 1 
R. M. Orr ......... ——— 2 | A. M. Sherpy....... pid stewie eo REC US 1 
S. B MeMilan.......... sse iens ^e 1 |, Annie S. Cline...... "m .2 
U. D. MeClain.................. wes 2| Mary y omer T AET 1 
Joseph Coffendoffer...... .. T 4 | R. V. Miller .............-. —' 2 
Zadoc S. Sherpy..................... 1| Aman M. Moffett........ Wesséesqus SO 
I. H. Benedem............... TM 4 | Martha J. Allen................ ee 2 
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FAYETTE COUNTY—W. T. TIMBERLAKE, Supt. 


My annual report for the school year ending August 31, 1870, is, in 
very many respects, unsatisfactory. I regret that I cannot send a more 
complete statement of the working and condition of the school system in 
this county. As many school officers receive nothing for their labor, it is 
almost impossible to prevail upon them to discharge their respective du- 
ties. I cannot see the shadow of a reason why the Legislature does not 
allow compensation to commissioners. Their duties are more laborious, 
and certainly much more unpleasant than those of any other officer. 
This county is mountainous, and, in many portions sparsely settled, 
making the accommodation of all the families with convenient school- 
houses impracticable, and, in many cases, quite impossible. 

There are some changes in the School Law loudly called for by the 
people of this county. First. It is our opinion that the present Board of 
Education ought to be abolished, and a Board of Education for the 
county established, by the election of a Commissioner from each town- 
ship, with the County Superintendent as President. It also appears su- 
perfluous to require trustees, after taking the enumeration of youths to 
verify the same by affidavit before an officer, as they are acting already 
undér oath. This-causes trouble in securing the enumeration, and isa 
source of much complaint on the part of the Trustees. 

The statistical and financial report from Sewell township is defective, 
owing to the fact that they lack efficient officers. I returned the report 
to the secretary for correction, and it came back but little improved. 

Notwithstanding the many obstacles arising from the causes men- 
tioned, the system is fast gaining friends. It is becoming evident to all 
that the educational interests of this county is in a more flourishing con- 
dition than they ever were under the old system of education. Those who 
first condemned the system, frankly admit if to be the surest agency 
through which the State is to enjoy a more progressive state of affairs. 

There are in the county twenty-eight houses completed, seven of which 
are frame, the others comfortable log houses. Twelve more are under 
contract, to be completed in time for winter schools... 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


J. S. Shreve....cccccccsccccecsessseee 4 ( Anna Beets ..... ....... E swans A 
BS. Oc Hunt. sees éxssssexessue & | E E, Shepherd sscdcsccissessescesccs 1 
W. H. Rennock..................... 9 | Mattie Jones....-.......... ee. 4 
R. A. Flanagan..................... 4 | C. Lomaclieu ........................ 4 
Miss E. J. Hughart................. 4 
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GRANT COUNTY —E. S. VOSSLER, Supt. 


Iam happy to say that our free schools are, in general, in a state of 
progress. There appears to be less opposition and more appreciation of 
the benefits of general education in this county than heretofore. Asa 
proof, I would adduce the fact that all our townships gave their consent 
to the levy for the support of the free schools for the ensuing year. In 
Grant and Union townships the vote was almost unanimous—only two 
votes in the negative. Still there is some complaint about mismanage- 
ment by school boards and trustees, and perhaps not without foundation ; 
the remedy for which is, however, in the hands of the people, by the 
selection of honest, industrious and disinterested officers. Their efficiency 
and qualifications, and not their political availability, ought to be more 
taken into consideration. There is still too much change in the various 
school officers. We have also but few persons competent to keep the 
board’s accounts in the proper order, so that disorder and confusion are 
the rule, and well and strictly kept accounts the exception. 

Section 54 of the school law, making it the duty of the County Super- 
intendent to remark upon the operation of the same and to point out its 
deficiencies, I would submit that, in my opinion, the power of trustees to 
fix the salaries of teachers, ought to be more limited. Trustees, as my 
experience shows, seldom pay any attention to the grade of the certificate, 
and generally give inferior teachers by far too high wages, while really 
able and educated teachers obtain too small a remuneration. The law 
gives boards of education no definite power to refuse to pay such unfair 
salaries. This is the great source of extravagance and consequent dis- 
satisfaction. I fully agree with your opinion, that “ poor teachers ought 
also to receive poor pay.” But trustees will say, “teachers are scarce. ” 
Teachers, I believe, will always be scarce, and promising young men 
keep out, or go out, of a profession where ignorance is at a premium and 
proficiency at a discount. In not a few districts trustees will not co-oper- 
ate properly ; two generally carry on the schools, and the third is entirely 
ignored. Practically, therefore, there are mostly only two trustees, and 
it happens often that only one really does duty, while the others are mere 
cyphers. I would propose that the law be so amended that there be but 
one trustee in each school district; and that, in fixing the teacher's 
salary, he be compelled to pay regard to the grade of certificate, and that 
the boards of education be empowered to refuse to pay salaries mani- 
festly out of proportion of the teacher's standing. Order and harmony 
in the financial department might perhaps be secured by making the 
county superintendent ex-officio secretary of each board of education. 
This would simplify matters immensely, and give that officer the néces- 
sary insight into, and supervision of the income and expenditures, pre. 
vent cireumlocution, and make him directly responsible for any irregu- 
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larity. There might be no saying of salaries, but in other respects the 
economy and efficiency of the change must be apparent. 

School Houses.—TI wo new ones were erected in Grant township, at a cost 
of thirteen hundred and five dollars for'both. "They are, if not model 
school houses, an improvement on frame structures. The very best this 
county can afford, strongly built, painted inside and out, sufficiently 
roomy, with very desirable interior arrangements fully answering their 
purpose, yet not above the means of the community. There are three to 
four schoo] houses yet to build in this county, for which, as well as for 
repairs, furniture and apparatus, very small building levies will, in 
future, be amply sufficient. : 

The School Levy has, in all townships, been materially reduced, and 
with the increasing State fund, a very small levy will continue the schools 
in future. À 

Colored Schools.—In Grant township there has been one in operation, 
with an average attendance of ten males and seven females; average age 
of males 153, females 14. It was continued two months at a cost of 
$25 00 per month for teacher's salary. Expenses for rent, &c., $4 40; 
cost of education per pupil $2 96. Another school could be established 
in Milroy township, but the board there has been very backward in taking 
action in the matter. 

Teachers’ Examinations were generally conducted publicly by written 
questions and answers. Teachers are thereby stimulated to review their 
studies, so as to obtain a better grade. A number of progressive teach- 
_ ers have lately been attending every examination with a view to their 
own improvement. 

Teachers’ Associations have been held in two of our townships, with 
satisfactory results and fair attendance. We expect to inaugurate town- 
ship institutes this winter, with increasing attendance and interest, 


The Text-Books we use are generally the series prescribed by law. It 
is very desirable that parents would show, in some districts, more liber- 
ality in supplying their children with the necessary books and slates. 
Our school apparatus is still confined to the black-board, which has been 
supplied now to nearly every school. 

The State Normal School at Fairmont has been attended by three of our 
teachers, all of Union township, one of them on State account. I tried 
my best to induce more of our teachers to avail themselves of the advan- 
tages offered by these institutions, so as at leust to fill the quota allotted 
to the county, (4), but could only get promises. 

In conclusion I would state, that by the 1st of January, 1871, all our 
townships expect to be out of debt, and that the funds expected to be 
raised by the present levies will, no doubt, be sufficient to defray all 
expenses prompily. 
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TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Lycurgus H. Funk....... Revere 8 | Andrew Ours............... ee eene 8 
Thos. J. Lemon........ — i | Wm. A. Pope sisxcccsiecescaccciecese 3 
Snowden Feaster........ AME m Ib rc 5 
John Rowdebush.............. s 2 | Jas. S. Snodgrass.......... ore. 
Robt R. Johnson..................... 5 | Maggie Wea herbes TEE ees 3 ` 
David Snyder........................ 1| Wm. H. Boseley......... ........... 4 
Jesse Hays....... eene. 9 | Theodore Clifford (colored)....... 4 ' 
Geo. W. Judy... cerei ns 5 | Abel A. Parks....... E ERA 5 
Benoni T. Cassaday................. 2 | Baltzer Snyder....................... 1 
Enoch Hendrickson................ 9 | B. J. Baker ....... d ONE, 
D. W. George... reete er eoe ren 8 | Anna K. Douglas.................... 2 
Daniel Hays........................— 1 | Belle Welton.......................- 2 
H. Clay Emlh......iooeeo esee 4 | Laura P. Davis....................... 3 
Cornelius Parsons........ ... vases 1 | M. L. Rinehart vccccesisacscsses saa d 
N. J. Lambert........ T — 4 | Wm. Crawford............... Seindsds 2 
Wm. Lentz...... ——— Jipsi 3 


ACT 


GILMER COUNTY—James SHAW, Supt. 


Under the present mode of acting, in reference to the management of 
our school system, I deem it proper to give you my idea on.the subject. 
1st. Let each township be divided by the three members of the board 
of education, by drawing two imaginary lines through or across the 
township, or in any other way, making three equal parts, as nearly as 
possible, allowing each member a part. 2d. Then let each member be 


held responsible for the enumeration of each district in his division, and 


for all other matters pertaining thereto,'and let a reasonable compensation 
be allowed per day—say two dollars. This would do away with the 
trustees altogether, and it would then be better for the school and also 
for the scholar. The trustee’s duty is the most important of all others, 
and surely it is the most neglected. At all events, one trustee is all- 
sufficient. Where there are so many, they depend on each other to do 
the work. Let the members of the board of education be held respon- 
sible for this duty, and paid for their Iabor, and my word for it, the duty 
will be done promptly and correctly. 


4 


TEACHERS, AND THE GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATFS. 


A. A. Irvin...........- EEEE . 3 | W. W. Warder.......sccsssscssssese 4 
Miss Susan Hines.......... E, '8| J. A. Kesinger............... sire. 4 
B. F. Orndorff.............. — 2 | W. W. Hall............ sauce OE 4s <2 
Thomas M. Marshall........ ss 2 | J. M. Walker............. S, 
Lawson Hall...................... oe 3 | J. Turner........ — €— | 
I. C. Waggoner..........-. seure D | J. A. Dunlsp. scent passe . 2 
H. Bennett........ — . 4| W. L. Stevenson............ e L 
J. H. Cooper.......e eee eer 8 | M. Marshall...... — — ÓÀ 
E. Bland,.......... eee 1J A.N, Itn ce coceecn rox o 


- 
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Miss Alice Hays..................... i { W. Je Bush... leue O 
J.M: Belfiosaeconsess ira rir E Ren. 8 | G.W. MeQuain...............-- AA 
J. S. Riddle eese ere SP ecos 2 | ÀA. d. Rymer. ciccceccediosacenes ses 8 
C. M. Wiant............ EA 3 | Carr wW Buüsh..ussssessiosissersese 3 
M. Donellen................... eee 5 | Edmund West....,........... 4. 
D. Knight.......... T n 2 


GREENBRIER COUNTY—2Z. TRUEBLOOD, Supt. 


Herewith I forward my annual statistical report, exhibiting the num- 
ber, and to some extent the condition of the schools taught in Greenbrier 
county during the year ending August 31st, 1870. 

The township reports show the same number of schools as taught last 
year, with a registered attendance of 2,179, an excess over last year of 
seventy-three. Three schools have been omitted in the township reports, 
and consequently omitted in this. It is almost impossible to get accurate 
district reports, owing not altogether to carelessness in the trustees, but 
as much to the want of proper information in regard to their duties. 
The school laws are altered (I will not say amended) annually, and not 
more than twenty copies have been sent to this c.unty since 1867; none 
during the past year ; about twenty copies last year; none in 1868. The 
blanks furnished for trustees and townships are any thing but plain and 
explicit in indicating what information isdesired. I have examined the 
secretaries’ records in most of the townships, and I am fully convinced 
that any intelligent man can take a sheet or two of common foolscap 
paper and make from these records a more interesting and accurate ex- 
hibit of the condition of the schools, both financial and practical, and 
with less labor, than will be required to fill intelligibly one of these 
blank reports. I freely confess that I do not know from the headings 
what is meant; and in order to satisfy township officers I have sought, 
but vainly, ta be enlightered by other county superintendents. I con- 
sider them too ambiguous for practical use; and the wonder is not so 
much that bad reports are made, as that any report is made at all—that 
the whole thing is not given up in disgust. Nor is this all. It seems 
that the Legislature of this State is determined if it-cannot change the 
laws so rapidly that the people cannot become acquainted with them, 
they shall at least be made as incomprehensible and impracticable as 
possible. One more effort of the Legislature, made in the direction of 
the last, will produce a school law truly worthy of the dark ages. 

“The boards of education shall, immediately after receiving their ap- 
portionment of the State fund, makea levy,” &c., and if they fail or re- 
fuse to do it, they shall be compeiled by mandamus, and shall forfeit 
their share of the State fund, The levy can not be made until after the 
distribution. of the State fund, and the State fund wil] not be distributed 
unless the levy is made; and then it must ba made with the “assent of 


F 
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the voters.” But the authorities say that means nothing. If it means 
nothing, what is it then? Again, the assessor must extend this levy on 
his books. This is an impossibility. The levy is to be made after the 
distribution of the State fund, which cannot be before the first of Septem- 
ber. (I received the announcement of the apportionment this year on 
the 3rd of October.) The assessor’s books are returned on the 15th of 
August, and he has no further control of them. But again, the treasurer 
must advertise twenty days, and collect on the same days (in November) 
that the sheriff does. The'treasurer has nothing to make out his tickets 
from, he can not have his tickets at the proper time, and the ‘People re- 
fuse to pay. 

But this is not all. County superintendents may receive their salaries 
semi-annually, but must receive no compensation until they make their 
reports according to law, which can only be done at the end of the year. 
It matters not whether they get any township reports or not. They must 
make bricks without straw or mortar, or receive'no compensation for the 
most useful and laborious part of his duties. And then, to cap the whole, 
any school officer violating any of the provisions of this act shall be sub- 
ject to a fine of ten dollars. They are violated in every county, and 
township and district in the State, and that continually, and simply be- 

~cause they are absurd and impracticable. No wonder that trustees, 


~ when appointed, and commissioners, when elected or appointed, refuse to 


act, as they have done in some townships, and will do in otheys if there 
is not more common-sense legislation on this, the most important subject 
that can claim the fostering care of any people. It was expected that 
the inauguration of a system of public schools would at first be crude and 
imperfect. People were prepared to bear with patience the imperfections 
of its infancy; but their patience is not inexhaustible, and they expect 
that each successive year shall add something of strength, stability and 
beauty to this institution. I have no apologies to ask for the short-com- 
ings of school officers or teachers in this county. Taken as a mass, under 
thè circumstances, they have done admirably. Seventeen new school 
houses have been added to those of last year; a larger number of pupils 
have attended school than ever before, they have been more regular in 
attendance, and their progress and demeanor at school have been alike 
creditable to teacher and pupils. 

Anthony's Creek Township has no school officers; every attempt, either 
by election or appointment, to reorganize the township has proved abor- 
tive, A levy was made in 1869, and the assessor extended the tax and 
furnished the township with a copy. But I believe the officers were 
principally, if not all, stricken from the list of registered voters, and thus 
ended the matter. No tax tickets were made out. A small debt hangs 
over the township. It seems to me that some legislation is necessary to 
meet this and similar cases. Continued neglect to collect closely the 
school tax in several of the townships, has led to embarrassment and in- 
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jury. Irish Corner, aswell as Anthony's creek, has made no attempt at 
building houses, and several of the districts have nothing worthy of the 
name of school house; but we expect to press onward until the most 
backward district shall be more proud of her neat and comfortable _ 
school house, than of her broad acres of fertile land. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 


Olin B. Miller................ — 8 | Joseph E. MeClung............... 8 
J. M. Meredith............. esses, 2 | Joel Walker............... e eese 1 
Thomas J. Jones............ e. 4 | George A. Deitz,............eeeees 4 
William A. Anderson.............. 2 | Samuel Maston..................... 4 
Joseph N. Alderson................. 2 | E. F. MoeClung................... a 2 
Robert P. White..................... 8 | Joseph Koster. sesen s TES 1 
Charles A. Watts......,....... eue. 2 | Walter S. Hanna.................. 9 
Miss Mattie Brówn............. vee 9 | William P. Ott..................... 5 
Joseph H. Stevens................... 5 | John Waid.......................... 8 
Hamilton B. Hughart...... ess 2 | Miss Paulina Patterson.. seta attis 2. 
George T. Argabright... wee 2 | A. C. Harford.............:......... 2 
Agustus A. Cox............-. eee 9 | Miss Elizabeth Dysard............ 3 
Miss Rachel McCulloch... ....... 2 | Miss Maggie Moore............... 2 
John J. Montgomery.............. . 3 | Miss E. A. Jones................... 2 
David MoClure........... esee. 2 | James AL Dearing... s 1 
Miss A. H. Beard.......... "— 4 | Miss Virginia Dearing.... ———À 3 
Miss Sallie Larew........ —— 2 | Green Hartford............. eee 3 
John Crosier...... ,.......-...e eese 8 | Thomas R. Brown....... — 4 
Mrs. Henrietta Snyder............. 4 | William D. Dearing....... TM 4 
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HAMPSHIRE COUNTY —O. P. WINGMAN, Supt. 


Romney Township.—lhe inconsiderable amount of building, and fur- 
nishing of school-houses done in the three districts of this township is, in 
reality, much more than at the outset was thought practicable. The 
large claim of borrowed money, thrown unexpectedly upon the building. 
fund by that legislation referred to in my last report, which deferred 
the collections of the levy to a later period, called for a withholding of 
it from its legitimate use. Yet, through the valuable assistance and fore- 
cast of our deceased treasurer and his predecessor, the building fund has 
been so managed as to meet all the claims against it, and to furnish, be- 
sides, the means for erecting a union school-house in connection with 
Gore and Springfield townships ; and since that, to commence a long- 
looked for small district school-house in district No. 2, as also to improve 
and add some furniture to the colored people’s school-house in Romney. 

The disaffection of last year toward the principle school of this town- 
ship, in Romney, described in my last report, is nearly overcome; though 
the attendance of pupils is not yet what it ought to be. The school 
house itself, an excellent brick building, with a place for two recitation 


Scoot REPORT. 87 


rooms on the lower floor, and an upper room fora normal class would be 
very suitable for a Normal School of a subordinate kind, or for a graded 
school. 

All the schools of this township. with the assistance of the two-fifth 
“reserve fund,” afterwards applied by the Board of Education, have been 
run regularly, and given more than tolerable satisfaction to all concerned. 
The principal school, with only one teacher, and relying only on its 
three-fifths apportionment, without the reserve, was run six months. The 
colored people’s school, with an appropriation from the reserved fund, 
was run five months, and the other two schools, with appropriations from 
the same two-fifths reserve, were satisfied, and one of them continued by 
private subscription a fifth month. , 

Springfield Township.—In addstion to the seven school houses (six of 
frame and one of log) in tabular report, this township has erected this 
year two other Union school houses, one of them in connection with Gore 
township, and the other in connection with both Gore and Romney town- 
ships; besides a third one in process of erection, which will properly be- 
long to next year's report, thus leaving but little building to be done to 
supply its regular schools and seven districts. No school house has as 
yet been provided for the colored people, it being found impracticable to 
bring a sufficient number of them together, scattered as they are through 
- the whole township. Nevertheless, fourteen of them are receiving instruc- 
tion, five of whom are learning to read and nine are learning to write. 

Bloomery Township.—F or want of a treasurer during the most important 
part of the year, and some want of experience on the part of the Board 
of Education, in not leaving margin enough for back claims, the schools 
of this township, five in number, could not be furnished with sufficient 
means to admit of their being run the full term of four months, though 
it has been approached much nearer than heretofore. 

Under the head of “ Contingencies” is shown only the cost of a cheap 
“Enumeration.” Other necessary expenses, to the amount of, say $15, 
might have been entered under the same caption. But time and expe- 
rience will correct such omissions. 

No report of.“ The number and kind of books” has been made out; 
partly because it was not practicable this year to lay aside the variety of 
old books on hand and introduce those of the series, to any extent; 
though the work is going on and another year will doubtless show a sat- 
isfactory report under this heading. 

Gore Township.—This is the largest township in, the county, and is 
divided into fourteen districts, and with some few exceptions, the schools 
have been run regularly and satisfactorily. Under all the circumstances, 
this Board of Education has accomplished much in building thirteen 
school houses ; and these, with two new ones soon to be erected, will make 


fifteen buildings to supply the eighteen schools reported in the table. As  , 
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the three remaining schools become settled in their locations, they have 
a fair prospect of being supplied with suitable buildings. 

The average attendance, as per tabular report, is much greater in this 
township than in most of the others, partly on account of the children 
having no other schools to attend; and so, also, is the average age of 
thirteen greater. Nothing is reported under the head of “Apparatus,” 
though several of the schools have black-boards, the cost of which 
has been included in the cost of the buildings containing them. The 
small salaries paid to teachers here, was paid mostly to the lower grades 
of certificates, and were thought sufficient for the general requirement of 
their schools during the year. 

Sherman Township.—Although the total enrollment here is accurately 
obtained, revising and re-revising fails to secure a reliable report of the 
males and females, &c., constituting the same; and yet there is encourag- 
ing progress in even this particular. Two frame school houses are in 
course of erection, and one log house, appropriated to school use, will 
swell the number of them in this township to thirteen instead of ten, as 
first reported in table. The buildings here are all plain, and provided 
with rough furniture ouly, the cost of which is, in part, merged into the 
cost of the buildings in the contract. Some little repairs have been also 
in like manner mingled, which it is not practicable now to separate. The 
necessity of providing so many buildings has somewhat interfered with 
returning the borrowed school fund, and, in consequence, with measuring 
out to the schools the full term of four months. The log school houses, 
eight in number, reported, are not the old, unsightly objects of former 
years, but equal to, if not better than the frame ones, the suitable timber 
being abundant, and the expenses of hauling lumber from a distance 
being too great to admit of building frame houses here. 

Capon Township—Contains only three districts. This township has 
sustained the nine schools reported at the points most needed, and pro- 
vided for them the four frame, and one log school house in the table and 
the unfinished one, leaving only three to be erected, as suitable loca- 
tions and means are ready. The.schools are doing well, and steadily im- 
proving. Capon completes the full number of six townships into which 
this county is divided. 

With some failures in the several departments of our school affairs, 
there is a marked improvement in the working of the system. In several 
townships, the full legal term was not measured out to all their schools. 
Yet, they have been run with more regularity and satisfaction to the 
people than formerly, and they regard their loss of tuition not as oppres- 
sive, but as the result of a want of experience on the part of their boards 
of education, who supposed they had levied sufficient. The general desire 
for the full term, together with the growing proficienéy of the Commis" 
sioners, will no doubt prevent its occurring again. 

. The several township reports, though still exhibiting much room "for 
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improvement, show a much nearer approach toward completeness than 
heretofore. Statistical information has been secured, in accordance with 
the late legislation, from the teachers before they closed their schools. 
Yet, a number of them have failed to furnish it, and left it, in part, to be 
wrested, as formerly, from defective reports of trustees, abstruse calcula- 
tions, and miscellaneous means, The distributing to each teacher at the 
commencement of the school year, a blank Trustee’s Report, to be filled 
and handed in before receiving his last month's pay, has not entirely 
succeeded. In some instances the last draft was signed without requir- 
ing the report. The measure of statistical success, thus secured, is never- 
theless en-ouraging, and may prove the corner-stone of a proficiency that 
will hereafter furnish the elements, at an earlier period, of a more com- 
plete annual county report. When township reports become prompt and 
accurate, and teacbers can be examined together, periodically, and 
schools can be begun simultaneously, the best season for visiting and im- 
proving the latter would be gained. 

As our best school officers are not men of leisure, it is clear that the 
salary of twenty-five dollars does not remunerate the several secretaries 
for their loss of time and business, and when some of the present officers 
shall have finished their term, it will fail to secure suitable ability, and 
will render the incompetent, who may accept the office, unwilling to pay 
for the statistical work required of them ; especially if beset with the fear 
of losing what they pay, should their reports fail- to satisfy the County 
Superintendent, who now signs their drafts. 

If the salary of each secretary of the board of education eould be 
increased to $50, and three-fifths of it were made payable by the board 
of education, and the otlier two-fifths only by an order from the county 
superintendent, not to be given until the tewnship report is property filed 
and handed in, and with discretion to withold it after a certain period of 
time, and employ with it a suitable person to prepare said report; then 
we could hope that statistical fallure on the part of townships would 
become the exception and not the rule. The present salary, paid as it is, 
seems only a show of economy, at too great a lossand cost to the schools, 
while the $10 fine is powerless in the particular instances in which & 
stimulus is needed. In general, there is an awakened interest on the 
part of boards of education and trustees that incites them to visit the 
schools, and to desire and appreciate suitable buildings and furniture. 
There is also a better spirit manifested in attending to the wants of both 
white and colored children. On the part of our teachers, we are glad to 
report steady advancement, in the use of new methods, imparting more 
` thorough instruction; and in their taking higher grades of certificates, 
even without the stimulus of a corresponding increased pay; as also in 
their growing desire for public examinations, and for any additional 
instruction that may be gathered at the time of renewing their certifi- 
cates, which will enable them to do more work in lesstime. On the part 
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of the pupils enrolled there is an increased, and.still increasing attend- 
ance, which is gradually lessening the cost per pupil of tuition, while 
their general use of the State series of books is relieving the perplexity 
and saving the time of their teachers, and is the means of their receiving — 
more attention; the fruit of which is exhibited in the higher range of 
studies they are already pursuing. 

Added to these signs of progress, is the greatly increased value of our 
school property, as per tabular report, which stands out in-bold relief as 
a monument of the patient efforts of the friends of this cause. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Lannis Bertran Bryan.....,....... 9 | William Loy........... —— 
James H. Blue..................-- .. 4 | John Le&sth.... o eescecets e sososseo .4 
Thos. A. Burkett..................-- 4 | John B. Lewis................ Visas 2 
Florence Bryan................ e. 3 | George L. Miller................... .8 
John W. Carter... eciesesoes eo ec 2 | Chas. B. MceDonald................. 4 
Samuel Cooper......................- 1| Benjamin Miller..... .............. . 9 
Edwin Cowgill...................-.-. 8 | Sallie A. Moorehead................ 4 
John J. Combs........ VEeRe Pica Ee 4 | James Paul Nealis...... ............ 4 
Sarah P. Cobourn .................. 2 | John C. Newman..................-- 4 
Jacob Z. Chadwick. ................ . 2| David W. Oglesbe.................. 4 
. John B. Douglass.... ....... — 2 | Richard F. Poland...... ............ 4 
` Mary J. oum Sen eR aSRUE C a NEUE 2 | Roger Perry................... 4 
Jas. S. Doyle.... sexeseeesesssces © | Jobn W. Püliz...- —— A 
C. W. Dailey siss scssi cinas 2 | Isaiah J. Pownell.................... 4 
~ Robt. W. Dailey ——— 2 | Lizzie Powelson.......... PT 4 
Herschell Dills...... s 4 | Sarah Pickering......... T 2 
W.: W. Davisccisciascviesiesteverss = 2 | Theodore Reed....................... 2 
Nannie Funk...... slebsstué Vat osaq UE 3 | Jobn A. Richmond.................. 2 
Cephas Garvin.......... .. — € 9 | James R, Riley................. 8 
Edward Gere........ T e» 2 | James G. Ruekman........... —S I 
.John W. Hockman.. eve 4 | Isabella J. Raymond........ diues 2 
"Chas. N. Hiett............. eese 3 | Lewis D. Schneibbe............. — 
Winfield Scott Hendrickson... e... | James omlth... cese tendu na poat 4 
Peter J. Hammack......-..... ..... 3 | Basil W. Shanholtzer............. o4 
Mary M. Hayden..................-. FrN O. millies eese cese sanati cuons 8 
Joseph M. Helsley........... ...... 9 | John T. Thompson —ÓÁ— Á— 8 
Thos. R. Horner..................... 2 | Fannie Vandiver.............. T 8 
Jeremiah Hiett.......... ..........-. 4 | Valentine S. Wise............ ..... 8 
Zachariah Johnson...... i decus 5. 4 | T. Yonley Woolford......... ——— | 
Marcellus P. Keller................. 9 | Nathan Wilson........ inicie 


Thomas W. Keller.................. 9 


HARDY COUNTY-—Gxzo. T. Wirriws, Supt. 


I herewith enclose my annual report, for the scholastic year, ending 
80th Sept. 1870. In some portions of our county, we have been blessed 
with good schools, under the present system. In other portions, owing 
in part to the inefficiency and incapacity, (the result of test oaths,) of our 
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officials, the schools have not been conducted in a manner entirely satis- 
factory. The lack of attendance on the part of the youths chiefly to be 
benefitted by this institution, is very discouraging; and if a law could 
be enacted compelling the attendance of such, a great deal of influential 
opposition would be quieted thereby. 

Our present mode of levying taxes for school purposes seem to nns 
somewhat unequally upon persons of different occupations. For instance, 
the skillful carpenter, who realizes a net profit of one thousand dollars 
per annum from his trade, does not pay one half the tax that the practi- 
cal farmer pays, who realizes from bis business the same net profit. 
Skill is the productive source of the one, whilst land is the productive 
source of the other. Why tax the latter, and not the former? It will 
be conceded that mechanics as a class, realize fully as much benefit from 
the system as farmers do, and if so, why distinguish in their favor? It 
is my humble opinion that a dimnution of the number of officers would 
promote harmony and efficiency. One trustee would do more work than 
a dozen, for he would have no one to depend upon beside himself. Prac- 
tically, the adage, “ what is everybody's business is nobody's business,” 
seems applicable in their case, according to our experience. 

Moorefield township has turned over a new leaf in point of interest, and 
I think her example will be followed by the other townships. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


H. M. Jhnson.................... 1 | J. HBa8w8e ee eve ree ribre does 5 
F. MeMellon ..............-. eee 5 | L. Swisher .. Vue eieE Redes exa D 
Miss N. Hyder....................... 9 | Miss N. Leggett... p TEE- 
Miss S. Parsons.... .esssesssososase 3 | Miss B. Hopewell........ RTT 3 
E. Sharon. ........ Weecths ETEN 8 | P. Miller......e.sssssssesssssess ecu" d 
B. Frank. eiat socivuv visas 4 | W. Heishman...............« PA +5 
Wm. Grim ..esssssessesssoossascssse . 2 | H. A. Pease............. E 3 
DaM. BODL quai seniore E SA rae EVI VS 2 | W. Landacre ............ Marie eus 5 
E. S. Van Meter....... esanta 8 | Miss E. Keller......... T 3 
W. J. Sibert.............-. aadi 3 | N. Shereman.........ccccccssscsevcee 4 
Miss M. Parsons........ AE eu ix | B.T. Wood ...sesssossesssocacssesses 3 
Miss A. POOP sccccsusnassiseseenessenss 4 | Wm. Harper]....... ——À 4 
C. M. Shoemaker............ ....... D AC Harpel ui i eee eese boron o dnd 8 
Mrs. H. Bowers.............. eee 9 | J. JenkInm;... is ioeeesas ee eu cuvaesos . 5 
Miss K. Castleman................. 3 | Miss K. Miller... ETE: 
Bennett Bean, 2d.................... 8 | Wm. Eberly............. eee | 


Bennett Bean, 8d.................... O 


orn 


HANCOCK COUNTY—T. C. Caroruers, Supt. 


In presenting this, my first annual report, I desire induigence for any 
want of fullness in any of the items, as when traveling among the schools, 
I was not exactly clear as to what might be required, and so, perhaps, 
did not gather sufficient data from which to make a full report. I trust 
by another year to be able to make one that will be more satisfactory. 
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School Houses.—There are twenty school houses in our county, eight- 
een frame and two brick, most of them in pretty good condition. The 
few poor houses will soon be replaced by good ones. In Fairview, there 
is a union school building, containing two school rooms, and in New Cum- 
berland, where they do not have any school houses belonging to the pub- 
lic, a union school building is being erected, which promises to be the 
best in our county. If more taste was displayed in fitting up the school 
rooms, and more.attention given to securing suitable and sufficient play 


- ground for the pupils, they would be commendable improvements. 


Schools—We have in all twenty-five free schools in the county. A 
large majority of these made considerable progress during the year. In 
some of them, there was probably time lost, and money injudiciously 
expended, by dividing the school term (short enough at best), into two 
parts, and employing a different teacher for each part. More happy re- 
sults would doubtless flow from our schools, if parents would take a deeper 
interest in them, have their children more clearly understand the object 
of attending school, and frown down any thing, and every thing, that in 
any way would be likely to disturb or retard the advancement of the 
pupils. " 

Teachers.—There were thirty-three teachers employed in the county 
during the year, seventeen males and sixteen females, of these, fourteen 
were citizens of our county and fifteen of our State, so that we have to 
depend on other states for more than half our teachers. Mast of those 
employed manifested a desire to do their work well, whilst a few, with 
little or no experience, and not much tact, were laboring under great 
disadvantage. The business of teaching common schools is one in which, 

perhaps, there is the least permanency of any followed in our country. 
We are continually compelled to fill up the ranks with raw recruits, and 
80 numerous are these at times, compared with the '* veterans" we are 
able to retain, that the teacler’s army may any year fall below its former 
fighting ability or credit. When this state of things will be improved, 
is beyond the ken of the writer. But it shows the importance that all 
who remain in the business, and all entering it, should buckle on their 
armor and battle bravely for the right, let opposition come from what- 
ever quarter it may. 

Visits.—Forty-four visits were paid by the county superintendent to 
the schools of the county. All were reached with a single exception, and 
failing to see it seemed to bé unavoidable. The manner of conducting 
the recitations, the management of the schools, the behavior of the pupils, 
and their attention to study, were all carefully noted. The teacher's 
ability was judged of, principally by his work in his school, making this 
the test, rather than his answers at an examination. Visits by school 
officers and parents were reported in a number of the schools. More of 
these, if judiciously made, could not fail to produce beneficial effects. 

Examinations.—Four publie examinations were held, one in each town- 
Bhip, so as to accommodate teachers and school officers who might desire 
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to hear applicants for their schools examined, The examinations were 
principally oral, and where it could be made to suit, conducted. after the 
form of teacher's meetings, so as to remove embarrassment from the ap- 
plicants as much as possible. Twenty different applicants have been ex- 
amined. 

Suggested Changes in tie Law.—The following eee in the schéol 
law are respectfully suggested. 

ist. Abolish the office of trustees, increase the number of members in 
the boards of education to six, no two to be elected from the same school 
district, if so many as six exist in the township; make their term of office 
three years, two to be elected every year; give them power to elect one 
of their number secretary, to levy the tax, employ the teachers and fix 
their salaries, also to appoint their own collector and treasurer; the law 
fixing a maximum and minimum per centage to be paid for collecting 
and paying the school moneys, and also general supervision of all the 
township, allowing them to hear and decide all school difficulties—the 
member of the board who is in the distriet where the difficulty has oc- 
curred not to act with the others when they are hearing the case, thus 
securing at all times a disinterested. jury. Some of the reasons for the 
changes are, that as the Jaw now is, it requires the board of education, 
to levy tax enough, which, in connection with the State fund received, 
shall keep the school open at least five months, but another set of offi- 
cers employ the teachers, and fix their salaries. How can the board of 
education know how much tax will be needed? Again, the law says the 
board of education shall have general supervision of the schools, and 
immediately after gives all powers into the hands of the trustees. Where 
the general supervision comes in, is a little hard to see. Besides, one 
third the number of offieers would do all the work, and do it better. 
Other reasons might be urged, but it seems to me that the foregoing are 
sufficient. 

2d. The present law taxes every applicant for a certificate two dollars, 
This is rather heavy. Faithful teachers receive little enough remunera- 
tion at best. One half the tax would be plenty. 

3d. Requiring first class teachers to be examined every year is contra- 
ry to all analogy in other professions. Imagine the same rule applied 
to our lawyers, doctors and ministers of the Gospel. Then why require 
it of a single class, when it does not in the least degree ate! the stand- 
ing of the person with the community. 

4th. The present la says: “ The county superintendent may visit the. 
schools,” &e:. It should say, “shall visit." In no other way can his la- 
bors be so effective for good, and in no other way can the ability of the 
teacher be go certainly learned. Let all the teachers feel that they will 
be visited, and that their qualifications will be marked according to their 
work in the school-room, and it cannot fail to produce good results. 

Effects—I am happy in being able to report good results already man- 
ifesting themselves from the operations of the school system inour young 
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State. Mind is being awakened, thought encouraged, and above, and 
beyond, and better than all, the feeling is growing that every one must 
stand on his own merits rather than on wealth, family, name, or any 
other false standard. In conclusion, I desire to tender my sincere thanks 


‘to teachers, parents and school officers, in all parts of the county, for the 


marked kindness with which I have been treated while traveling on my 
official duties. I also desire to acknowledge toe kindness of the Editor 
of ‘The Courier,” for offering the use of his columns for publishing arti- 
cles, to aid inthe advancement of the good cause. - 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


David Wylie ........................ 9 | Senie P. Wylie..................... 2 
Milton B. "Campbell. M ess 1| Tillie Brown ......... — Saas 2 
C. N. Collins ........ TTE 1| Laura H. Brown...........-... ve. 2 
Maggie J. Chambers............... 23| Oliver C. Bunting ................ à 
. Mollie A. Jones................. e. 3 | Walter Crawford... ....... Wess 8 
Priscilla Hunter........ sensn 23| E. J. Owings...... irse E, 
Sarah Johnson................... wee 9 | David Lockard................... QE 
Pauline Bucher........... PS .. 2 | Thomas Owings...... "—Á— 21 
Mnria West........ — sex 3 | Francis H. Soott................... 13 
Joseph P. Watd........... —— 3 | Hugh A. Rosei..............--- es 21 


W. H. Hammond ................ L 


HARRISON COUNTY—D. C. LoucHERY, Supt. 


_It is with reluctance that I forward a report, incomplete, and in some 
respects inaccurate. I have used much care and diligence to perfect it ; 
and have returned reports to secretaries for correction and additions, 
some two or three times. They have in most cases very readily and 
cheerfully re-examined books and accounts, and furnished all the infor- 
mation and statistics in their possession or power, yet diligent and faith- 
ful effort has not corrected all errors, or furnished complete statistics, so 
unmethodical and even negligent have some predecessors in office kept 
their books and accounts. 

In one township it appears there has been no record preserved or 
transmitted, of the proceedings of the board of education, with regard to 
settlements, expenditures, &c. Some boards have this year failed’ to- 
make the annual settlement with their treasurers at the proper time; 
hence a few items under ‘amounts collected, commissions, &c." were 
either incorrect or omitted. Many reports do not exhibit a true balance. 
They are so inexplicit that I am unable to ferret out all inaccuracies. 

lhave assisted several secretaries with their reports; they in their 
iurn have assisted trustees. Many trustees prefer resigning or displace- 
ment to reporting. They have kept no account of expenses. One sec- 
retary informs me that having forwarded a blank to trustees, after re- 
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peated solicitations for their report, it was returned—blank, except ac- 
companied with signatures of said trustees and a line saying, “ we have 
nothing to report.” The same secretary adds that he assisted the others 
who did report. 

The secretary of Union township forwarded his report which I re- 
turned, but before he had opportunity to revise it, his house including 
the report, and all other township papers in his care, was burned. The 
items reported from this township are such information as the secretary 
could obtain from the treasurer and from memory. Other items re- 
ported are the nearest approximations I could give, from such scraps of 
information as I could collect, considering also that the schools in this 
township are about upon an average with the other schools of the 
county. 

I have thought it proper, in like manner, to give the nearest approxi- 
mation I eould obtain to such items as were incorrect or omitted in the 
reports of other secretaries, and have placed such information in paren- 
theses. I have presented these and included them in totals, believing 
them nearly accurate, and that this would enable you more distinctly to 
understand the true condition and statistics of the schools for this county. 
Also, I am persuaded that this is the best that could be done. 

I would respectfully recommend that the forms be so simplified, that 
our trustees and secretaries can make an intelligible report from them. 
Too much is required. "Teachers, trustees and secretaries complain of 
difficulties and inability to fill out many of the columns. In my opinion 
the law ought to require the treasurer and boards of education to open 
and close their accounts annually so as to exhibit & true condition and 
balance of finances. 

Two-fifths of the school moneys is too much to be apportioned at the 
discretion of the board. This privilege has been and may be abused. It 
gives some districts undue advantage. One-tenth would perhaps be 
sufficient. Such an amendment would require the clause referring to ap- 
portionment of school fund by boards in the latter part of section sixty, 
school law, to be stricken out, &e. School commissioners ought to re- 
ceive an allowauce of at least one dollar per day for time employed in 
discharge of their duties. 

With reference to the office of County Superintendent, his duties to be 
rendered are too various, arduous and responsible for the compensation 
allowed. Is would be unnecessary here to expatiate upopthe propriety 
of continuing and supporting the office. But, if it can not be better sus- 
tained, if the superintendent does not deserve better remuneration for 
.his services, the Legislature ought in fairness and justice abolish, the 
office. 

We have in Harrison eighty-nine school houses. Nearly all were built 
under the new system, at & cost generally from about five to eight hun- 
dred dollars. "There are, excepting in the township of Sardis, neat, well- 
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constructed and painted frame houses, (two are brick,) adapted to school 
purposes, and serving as proud ornaments of intelligence and progression 
in our county. 

Schools were taught in all the districts of the county, though some 
were not continued quite the requisite number of months, . In others, 
however, they were kept open more than four months. I have taken the 
precaution that the township levies for the school year 1870, in connec- 
tion with the State fund, shall be sufficient, in my opinion, as well as in 
that of the different boards, to continue the schools of the said townships 
at least four montbs. 

We have a graded school at Clarksburg, under the charge of a prin- 
cipal, with one classical teacher and five female assistants. It is believed 
that this school is doing efficient work. "There is also at this placea 
colored school, taught by a colored lady, who with faithful efforts sought 
to instruct and elevate her people. 

It may nót be improper here to mention that I have, at two places been 
solicited to yield my assent and favor to the formation of independent 
districts, While believing that they may have suffered some grievances 
at these places, that their efforts were noble and purposes good, yet I 
have thought it better to discourage the movements, regarding smaller 
independencies as clogs in the work. I have however recommended the 
boards of these townships to pursue such course of equity and justice as 
will, I hope, remove all causes of complaint. 

During the school year ninety-one teachera were examined. Three 


were rejected. I endeavor to make my grades true indices of proficiency ` 


and merit. As early as was practicable after assuming the duties of 
office, I visited the schools in operation throughout the county. I found 
many of the schools in an excellent and prosperous condition, with 
ieachers progressive in their principles; in others I noted many deficien- 
cies. We have in our county many good teachers—some excellent ones. 
I am pained to add that indifferent teachers may be found even here, and 
at this day. 

‘This topie presents very forcibly to my mind the subject of “institutes.” 
A change in the law encouraging teachers to attend institutes would cer- 
tainly be commendable. Actual teachers ought to be allowed compensa- 
tion equal to their salaries while teaching, for time in attendance. For 
surely contact with others of their profession would so arouse their latent 
powers, stimelate their energies, and elevate their ideas, that they would 
with enthusiasm accomplish a greater work in a less time. May the 
minds of our General Superintendent and of our lecturers be inclined* 
to grant us institutes, and the wills of our people feel inclined to receive, 
entertain, appreciate and encourage them. 


*We were "inclined," and offered Clarksburg an Institute, with Hon. B. E 


White, and Rev. Dr. And arewa of Marietta College, as Instructors, but dis 
declined to have it.—Gzx. SUPT. 
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The cause and spirit of education is gradually entwining its yet tender 
tendrils around the hearts of our people ; slowly, it may be, yet surely. 
When we view the past, we appreciate that much has been accomplished. 
If we peer into the future we behold many difficulties, many obstacles to 
be surmounted, but we may at least hope for more auspicious circum- 
stances. 

_ Much complaint is urged: against “high taxes." The citizens assert, 
perhaps not without foundation, that school moneys have not always 
been judiciously managed or,expended. They claim also, that our 
county pays into the State school fund an amount almost double that 
which she receives from the State in the annual distribution of the State 
schoolfund. This is certainly neither fair nor equitable, Why should 
the citizens of Harrison be taxed to support the schools of other counties ? 
Is not our own due us? 

. [For the same reason that a rich man is frequently taxed more than he 
gets back in the education of his children.—Gkw. SuPr.] 

While a few may despise the free school system as a means of defraud- 
ing those who have educated their children in the “good old way,” and 
others look on passively and coldly, yet the many will cheerfully support | 
and appreciate the system, regarding it as a sprouting germ that promises 
much fruit. 

Time, with careful management on the part of officers, with wise and 
equitable legislation, will endear schools to all. Speedy come that happy 


day. 
TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Belle McPherson.......... iSi evqUes 3 | William B. Lurty............. e 9 
Mrs. Carrie James.................. 3 | Anderson Ash ................ ne A 
D. P. Morgan..............-. ess. 9| William H. Gabert............. «s B 
W. B. Wilkinson......... €— « 2 | John B. Solomon.......... EEE « 2 
Mrs. Cornelia M. Rogers.:......... 3 | Thomas Hawker.................... 3 
Rezin Reed... ............. —— 4| E. W. T — es 1 
Zadok 8. Sherpy... eee eeeeso 2 | George W. Ice... rr re 
A. J. Davisson........ NIE t 9 |'John E. Williams..........------- 1 
James N. David...... PAE 1 | Sarah Wood ................. ccdbawaes 2 
Samüel P. Wheeler................. 1 | A. L. Adams....... T indere D 
D. S. Perineis cose reines Gadiss 2 | T. M. Bailey ............. Wesescveeis 1 
Charles H. Righter......... STU 2 | Miss M. L. Colerider p 3 
A. B. Hosted. cc es cén nies eos 2 | W. H.Shields.....................-. 3 
Arthur H. Clark....... PAA 3 | Thaddeus Robinson................. 2 
W. H. Swiger.....scscscssecvceereees 1 | Edwin K. Stout...... Valise srren 2 
G. W. Hutson.......... TM 3 | James W. Davisson............... 4 
Bc BG titi, -ccciesevstacaresvniwces 3 | G. S. Merriman............. — | 
I. M. Davisson............. Vuvsdesoca 1 | John A. Gawthrop.................. 9 
T. G. Pigblt, cs ciere eren a- 1| Luther D. Hall............. T 1 
J. E. Bailey. sienevesssete aot dee 9 | Robert A. Blackford............... 1 
A. J. Davisson.......... ie 8 | Francis V. Chas bx 
J. D. Summers...................... 8 | Virginia F. Righter.... -2 
J. W. Reynolds... sesse cesses 4 | Marshall Carr................. cse 2 


Cyrus Wickes...........,.. s. 1] Addison Rittenhouse... 8 
T—ScBoorn Rep. - 
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J. N. Lewis............ EE '2 | Watson Bowie................. e. 3 
T. F, Lanbam........... ed 2 | R. M. Norman........ T — 8 
John Romine............ ——— 3 | J. F. Marün..eeir hana eos 5 
A. W. Dieser — €——ÜÓ 4.| Mrs. D. M. Meigs................... 1 
AURPO——— — 3 | Marion McKinley.................. -1 
Miss M. Roush........ 7... ...... 3 | Theodore Ronmine................... 1 
E. M. BoStOFA eee eevas sexe s eeu 2 | Jacob H. Sheets................--- 29 
Frank Duff... ose netos 8 | Thomas H. Evans.................. 

George L. Pigott................ ... 1 | Julia M. Dent...................... 2 
Lorena Gibbons..................... 8| Rus P. Chapin .,.... ose 2 
Thomas B. Fordyce................. 1| John M. Holmes...... ............- 1 
Tsaac C. Suderly........... .... 2 A PEIN. MILES ua eee veris Porsa 2 
Thomas J. West... sesser Í | David ©. Copliniccssecccssssssserans 2 
L. Freeman....eessecssesesseroes 2s 4 | Thomas J. Darrell........... m 1 
W. P. M. Baker........... eee o eee Burton D. Rose...................-- 2 
Julius Wickes....................... 2 | George C. Gabert...,................ 2 
David H. Smith..................... 4| John. P. Varner.. etes etis 8 
William D. Carlile................. 2 | Sarah Bowen..... .............-..-. 1 
Achsah A. Coplin........ —— € 8 | Charles B. Davis................. oe 2 
. William W. Parish... EST RC asearen averias . 9 
T. B, Mennen.......... —— 2 | J. R. Adams. osieeo exero aedes 4 


JACKSON COUNTY—A. J. McMiiay, Supt. 


I regret to say that this report is exceedingly imperfect. I have used 
every possible exertion to make it what the law requires, but in many 
particulars without success. This imperfection is due, partly to errors 
omissions and incompleteness in the reports furnished me by the township 
boards of education. The error and deficiencies of these reports, are in 
turn due mainly to the failure of school teachers and district trustees to 
furnish the school commissioners with the items required of them by the 
schocl law. School teachers have in some cases kept their registers with 
the secretaries of the boards of education, as the law requires. Many 
trustees also have failed to fill up and transmit to the boards the blanks 
sent them, on which to make their reports. I might say also, that the 
deficiencies of our reports are due, in part, to the confusion that exists in . 
the blank forms furnished by the St:te School Department. There is, 
in the different sets of blanks furnished the several school officers of the 
county a great lack of that uniformity and correspondence, the one with 
ihe other, which should exist, and which is necessary to secure precision 
and accuracy. 

In justice to all parties, I should say, in relation to our school officers— 
boards of education, trustees, and teachers—that their mistakes and de- 
linquencies are traceable; principally, to their uriaequaintance with the 
school law. The efficiency of the free school system depends, in a very 
high degree, upon a thorough understanding of the school law, by all the : 
people, and ia ae by school officers. My worthy predecessors, Mr. 
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A. C. Tidd, and Mr. George H. Moffitt, to whose energy and prudence 
our citizens are very greatly indebted for the success that has attended 
the free school system in this county, were unable to-obtain copies of the 
school law for distribution, and therefore unable to place within the reach 
of school officers the means of knowing just what duties were severally re- 
quired of them. This want has now been in a considerable degree sup- 
plied. Since being in office, I have been furnished with and have dis- 
tributed to school officers, township treasurers, and prominent citizens,» 
more than 150 copies of the School Law. We may therefore reasonably 
demand, that hereafter none shall offer as an excuse for mistakes, or de- 
reliction of duty, that he did not know what the law requires. 

I must not be understood as intimating that our school officers have 
generally been negligent and unfaithful. The contrary is true. While 
some have not been careful to do as well as they might, and while others 
have unintentionally committed errors, the great majority have been 
faithful and earnest workers, laboring to carry out the spirit and intent 
of the law, doing a great deal of hard work and submitting to a 
great deal of annoyance on the part of persons, contentious, and hard 
to please; and, this, not only without realizing any compensation, but 
at considerable loss of time and money. And I might say in this 
connection, that some of our boards have had a great deal of hard 
work. In townships, some of which are 30 miles in extent, it is no 
easy matter for some boards to meet. There is no time that could be 
fixed upon for meeting, that would not interfere with the convenience, 
and perhaps important duties, of some member, or members of the 
board. It has been said that sebool commissioners ought to be willing 
to work cheerfully and gratuitously in so good a cause. It is, indeed, 
commendable to work cheerfully in a good cause, it is praiseworthy to 
work gratuitously sometimes, it is glorious to make sacrifices to promote 
some objects, “ Dulce est pro patria mori," but I would not rather taste 
the sweetness of it, as long as I can -help it. In my humble opinion, it 
is but justice to allow our school commissioners a fair and reasonable 
compensation. It would still many complaints, and conduce to à more 
cheerful, prompt, and thorough compliance with the requirements of the 
school law. 

The Distriet Teachers' Institute held in this county last September, 
under the supervision of the State Superintendent, has been followed by 
the most gratifying results. A new impetus has been followed by the 
most gratifying results. A new impetus has been given to the work of 
selfimprovemént among our teachers. They are realizing the necessity 
of a more thorough preparation for their calling, and each examination 
day gives evidence that they are making commendable progress. “At 
the close of our Institute, a County Teachers’ Association was formed, 
exercises assigned, and the time and place appointed for the next meeting. 
The Association will hold at least two meetings during the present school 
year. 
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There are in this county five townships, and one independent-school 
district. 

Independent District—By a special enactment of last winter, District 
No. 2; of Gilmore township, was constituted an independent school dis- 
trict. It has an enumeration of 153 entitled to the benefits of the free 
school: of these 4 are colored. It embraces about $200,000 worth of 
taxable property, and has a good school house, containing five rooms, and 
worth not far from $2,000. But one term—3 months—was taught in the 
year just closed, and my report is for that one term. Classes are already 
formed in some of the higher branches, and in the Latin language. It 
contains a primary, an intermediate, and a higher department. At 
present there is a successful school in operation, under the control of Mr. 
W. W. Gist, Principal. , 

Gilmore Township.—This township reports an enumeration of 800. Of 
these 28 are colored, and situated mostly within the limits of one school 
district. The increase of youth in the township is 71. Fifteen primary 
schools have been successfully carried on. One new school house is in 
precess of construction. The tax levied by the board of this township on 
every hundred dollars worth of taxable property, is 30 cents for school 
and 15 cents for building purposes. The levy reported as made in this 
township requires some explanation. There was really no levy made; 
there being on hand from previous levies, June 14, 1869, for building 
purposes, $2,785.85, and for school purposes, $3,123.84. From these 
amounts I have deducted the expenditures for building and school pur- 
poses reported by my predecessor for the year ending August 31, 1869, 
and the remainder is the amount which I have reported as the levy for 


, the last school year. It is the amount remaining on hand, collected and 


uncollected, of previous levies. — . 

Grant Township.—School matters in this township have been well 
managed. Everything appears to be working smoothly. It has an effi- 
cient board and an energetic treasurer. It contains sixteen school dis- 
tricts, and 15 school houses, four of which were finished during the year 
now closed. The schools taught were 16 in number, 10 by males and 
6 by females. The tax levied in this township on the hundred dollars 
is 25 cents for school purposes and 5 cents for building purposes. So 
that the tax for building purposes is almost nothing. And so it will soon 
be all over our county, only let the people have patience, and the yoke 
will soon be easy and the burden light. The enumeration of youth re; 
ported in this township is 816; last year it was 851. There has been a 
falling off of 35. How this has happened, has not been reported to me. 

Mill Creek Township.—This township reports 26 districts; five of these 
were lately organized and have no houses, but housesare in progress, In 
21 districts school houses have been in successful operation. The tax 
levied in-this township is 25 cents on the hundred dollars for school, and 
30 cents for building purposes. The enumeration of youth is 1109, being 


X 


Scooot REPORT. - 101 . 


an increase of 54 over the previous year. Of this nuniber three are col- 
ored. Ripley, the county seat of Jackson, is situated in this township. 
It contains a good school building, well adapted for a high school. Mr. 
W. Miller, a young gentleman of high attainments, and an excellent 
teacher, is now conducting the school in this village. 

Union Township.—This township reports 12 districts having school 
houses, and one just organized which has a house in process of erection. 
Tive of these districts had during the year one term of school, six had . 
two terms, and one had three terms. In this township more females are 
employed as teachers than in any other. The enumeration is 666; of 
these one is colored. The tax levied is 30 cents for school purposes, and 
25 cents for buildings. I hear no complaints from this township. 
Everything seems to be progressing smoothly and successfully. 

Washington Township. —This is the most remote of any.township in the 
county from the river. It is sparsely settled, and the people are gener- 
ally in very moderate circumstances. The board report 16 districts ; one 
has just -bcen transferred to Mill Creek township. AH the districts have 
school houses except two, and in these, houses are in process of erection. 
In the year past, schools have been taught in 12 districts. Some of the 
districts are very large. It is very difficult to subdivide this township 
for school purposes; and in some cases, after the very best has been done, 
some of the youth are compelled to travel two and a half and three 
miles to school. Some of the school houses in this township are very 
poor, but when we consider that under the old regime school houses 
were the last things thought of, the only wonder is that so much has been 
done, and so well done as we find it. This township enumerates 585 
youth, being 33 more than were reported the previous year. The tax 
levied for next year’s operations is 50 cents on the hundred dollars for 
school, and 15 cents for building purposes. 

It is difficult to convince some, that there has not been in this town- 
ship, an improper use made of some of the public school fund. Mistakes 
have indeed been made, but from all that we can gather, we are inclined 
to believe that what has been done amiss, has been through a faulty un- 
derstanding of the school law, through a want of attention to the changes 
made in the school law, rather than from any intention to misapply the 
school fund. Measures have now been taken to acquaint every school 
officer with his specific duties, and we do not expect to hear of any fur- 
ther complaint on this score. 

I am happy to be able to report general progress in this county in all 
the workings of the free school system. It is becoming more and more 
popular and efficient. Our young State has made one of those great 
steps that are made once in an age, and there can be no retrogression. 
We have put our hands to the plow, and intend not to turn back. It 
may be that our free school system bears heavily upon some who are 
rich; yet they are required to pay only in proportion to their ability ; 


i 


kad 
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the poor man is required to do the same thing. The rich man obtains 
his wealth through the toils and labors of many poor men, and what 
benefit he does the poor man in the way of educating his children, is not 
altogether undeserved. The wealthy and honorable are more indebted 
to the poor and weak for their wealth and honor than they ar are apt-to 
imagine. 

It is a beneficent arrangemént of the allwise Deity, seen even in His 


‘works and providence, that the strong should succor the weak, and the 


full share their fullness with the needy. “If the clouds be full of rain, 
they empty themselves upon the earth.” Ifa rich man be liberal he 
loses nothing in reality. When a rich man is found scattering blessings 


upon those who are beneath him, how much of true and ennobling re- 


gard does he gain in the-estimation of a just public, if he is found doing 
so ungrudgingly, cheerfully, and prompted by a true philanthropy. It 
is found that in those States where common school education has long 
been sustained by taxation, it does not operate to curtail the gains of the 
rich, but rather promotes them. And if it be true—and the fact is un- 
deniable—that the education of the masses lessens crime, it is surely 
better to pay for this than pay the greater expense of building and sus- 
taining prisons, poorhouses, mad-houses, and asylums. 

Suggestions. —W e would respectfully venture the following suggestions : 

First, a change in the School Law to secure compensation to school 
commissioners, and a closer co-operation of township boards with the 
county superintendent. Let the board of education stand as now, com- 
posed of three members. Let them organize annually by electing one of 
their number president, and one of the remaining members secretary. 
Let the board hold certain statéd meetings, the number to be specified by 
law, and the time and place of meeting be fixed by the county superin- 
tendent. Make it the duty of the county superintendent to attend these 
stated meetings, and give the casting vote in cases where the board are 
unable to agree. This will give him an opportunity to inspect the pro- 
ceedings-of each board. Let the Secretary of the board be paid a cer- 
iain specified salary as now, and the other two members a per diem 
salary—say $3—the same as the county superintendent. This modifica- 
iion will necessitate but slight additional cost, quiet complaints, secure 
promptitude and harmony of action, and remove the absurdity of re- 
quiring men, under penalty, to work for nothing. 

Secondly, instead of the monthly teacher's register let the State De- 


~ partment furnish each district with a blank book, ruled after the form 


of the registers, to be kept in the district for the teachers employed in 
that district. This book should contain printed forms and directions 
for the guidance of the teacher in making out his reports, which, with 
rule and pencil, he could be able to do without printed forms. It isa 
very diffieult matter, and no little expense to the State, to county super- 
intendents, and boards of education, to get these loose blank registers an- 
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nually distributed to the teachers in the various districts; whereas & 
book would be always on haud, and the register of each teacher be per- 
manently on record and open for the inspection of all. When it is & 
little inconvenient for teachers tó file their registers with the secretary of 
the board, it is apt to be neglected, thus rendering it impossible to make 
out & full yearly report. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 


E. D. W. King ....... MEER 2 | J. M. Carney.......... neeeesesceees "E 
W. D. Keefe........... eere eee 1 | Leander Miller........... EM 3 
A. J. Slavens.............. MEME 2 | Joseph Smith ,........ eese 4 
W. E. Loomis........ ........... e. 2 | Calvin Smith............. ERREUR .4 
D. H. Baldridge..................... 3 | R. J. Morlan.................. ee eee 4 
S. S. Nye...... eee 2 | Benj. L. Duff... ............... ess 9 
Eli Simmons. .................. conse 2 | Jas. M. Sallaz......................-. 8 
E. E. Starcher............... ......... 3 | George N. Heyman RR 4 
H. P. Halbert...... NET + 2| J. H. Karr... secvesccesceseees È 
Jos. M. Ray........... eee eene 5 | David Karr... — —! 
John S. Brannon...................- 1| J. W. King..............-... RM 8 
J. M. Adams................ ener . 9 | Amster Beaver....,.......- esee 4 
George Lent......, -ccocccseesseeeesee 4 | J. W. Smith... seecssscscnee Ê 
George H. Duff........ ser rennen 2 | Miss Anna M. ‘Taylor....... sesoses 2 
George W. Staats.................... 5 | Mrs. S. M. Flesher.................. 4 
J. A. Smiley.................. es 4 | Miss S. M. Chidester............... 4 
J. M. Barnes...... ....... eessressse .. 4 | Celina Lent...... sseressechoccceesseee 4 
J. S. Cunningham...... "S 5 | Jennie Carpenter. ................... 8 
James M. Carney................-. . 5 | Kate Green......... eese eene 5 
C. R. Poling................... seess 4 | Rosa E. Starcher.................... 8 
J. W. McCoy....... se cesceenecseeees 5 | Charlotte Lane...... mem 9 
A. V. Slack............... NOM 2 | Lucy Summerville.................. 4 
J. F. Corey............... veers e. 4 | Alice Vandine................ sets D. 
Warren Miller...... eet etosesceseasess 1 | Rachel McLaughter................ 4 
H. W. Roseberry TM 1 | Cornelia Romine...............:..... 2 
I. T. Prickett...-..................... 1 | Kate Parker................ eere 4 
H. A. Amsden........ eer eese nto etae 9 | Hattie Amsden.......... ......... 2 
W. G. Musser........... eene etie S 4 | Sarah Slavens.............. esee. we 4 
J. M. Ward............. eee eene 5 | Carrie Ward.......... cesececseseees 4 
E. E. Starcher........ ERR vee 2 | Martha Pilchard...................— 8 
Summers Beck with.................. 3 | Mary Pilchard. ...... sone evssen senses 3 
Sanford Shutt........scceccsssecsees , 1 | Amelia Chidester.................... 2 
J. M. Yarnell......................-. 1 | Sue H. Perkins............. EM 8 
A. C. Gandee .................. es 3 | Ellen Avery............. ee eee enne 8 
J. T. Corbin................. eere 5 | Rosa E. Starcher..............:...... 2 
Geo. W. Oakes................. 4 9 | Mollie Johnson .......... PEE! 
J. S. MeKown.................-. s.. A | Mrs. L. E. Stout.......... eee 1 
Buenos Ayres..... ........ eere 4 | Miss Rosa E. Tiffin.............. es 3 
Lewis Young............. eere 3 | Miss S. M. Chidester.............. . 8 
S. Hayman ............ eere 4 | Alethe Fleming. .............. PD! 
Samuel Rader,............... es. 4| Eliza J. Rankin........cscccceseecee 4 


- 
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( JEFFERSON COUNTY—N. C. Brocgerr, Supt. 


I have the honor herewith to send you such fragments of what would, 
if completed, be a report, as I have been able to collect. When I 
entered upon the duties of county superintendent, April 1st, many of the 
schools were about closing for the season. 

I find the reports of school boards very imperfect, and have failed to 
get even an apology for a report from Averill and Chapline townships. 
I have done the best I could with the materials. 

Our schools are far removed from being either a total failure or a com- 
plete success. Unfortunately we have in this county several “anti- 
bellum” school houses. We are in a measure wasting our money by 
trying to save the expense of building new school houses, 

We need several changes in this county before our schools can become 
efficient. We need to have the school tax faithfully collected, so that 
teachers can be paid for their labor. We need to have the entire county 
redistricted. We need some decent school houses and good furniture. 
We need to have some of the schools graded. We need more educated, 
earnest teachers. If it becomes my duty to make out another report I 
trust I shall be prepared to give you a more accurate and satisfactory 
account of affairs. 

It is my opinion that school trustees, under our system, are a nuisance. 
At present the care of schools is so divided that it becomes too often the 
business of no one. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 


H. E. Keyes.................. PRE A [AINE Fox 5 uus — 2 
W.'r. B. fuor ——— des Thomas N. Hill.................... 91 
J. T. Goulden.............. —€— 4 Mary Brady. iis eee sens . 21 
Thomas H. Maybury ........ e 2 | John B. Heye..-........ sorores 9 
Chas. S. Young............... eee 2 | J. T. Bragonier,.. e eiie etin 1} 
James D. Butt...................... 2] H. B. BLe8.. eee ectero ninos SE: 
Abner M; Chappell..............-.. 2 | W. J. Anderson.................... 1 
Val. W. Wilson.............. eese 2 | Jesse Robinson................ s... OF 
Charles J. Berry....... —€—— 2 | W. David MeNulty . sas Vs Ge, Ea 9 
Mrs, T. Stall.iaeeee eosses sesesesos 2 | Jas. W. Grubb................... 1 
J. C. Wiltshere................. M 4 | John R. Johnson......... ........ . 9 
John R. Barnhouse...... ....... ^» 13] T. W. Latimer........ eee ov 21 
C. A. Crogg....... eee eere e. 23| John H. Quigley............ TN 14 


Sallie Bolin... GO pessaseneesssoePreses 23 Joseph Berry.... (KIRKI * 09599940099 1 


KANAWHA COUNTY—W. L. Hinpmax, Supt. 


I find it impossible to obtain from boards of education reports which 
are full and free from error ; and in most cases it is useless to return their 
reports for correction, as they are founded upon the reports of trustees, 
moat of which are more or less deficient. In many instances trustees 
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complain that they were not supplied with the schoollaws, and that they 
did not know their duty at the time of making their reports. This evil 
I have used every means in my power to remedy, but was unable to do 
so until after the trustees had reported, or until it was too late for them 
to report. This deficiency in the supply of school laws arose from the 
untimely death of your lamentéd predecessor, Hon. H. A. G. Zeigler. 

But notwithstanding the several omissions and mistakes which are 
made by the several boards of education and the trustees of the respec- 
tive districts in their reports, I find the school law working well in this 
county, and no argument from me is necessary to convince you and the 
public generally that the people of Kanawha county are warmly 
attached. to free school education, when we recur to the fact that this 
county adopted and put into successful operation a system of free schools 
as early as the year 1847, and kept it in operation until the commence- 
ment of the civil war, in 1861, when the people found themselves unable 
to support free schools and military operations both—especially when 
churches and school houses were seized by the hostile forces, and in some 
instances reduced to ashes. 

It is true that a few individuals are opposed to our present system of 
free schcols, and others, who are not opposed to the system, are opposed 
to the manner in which it is conducted. But we should remember that 
all human institutions are more or less imperfect, and that even no sys- 
tem of religion has ever been adopted by any people which did not have 
its enemies. How then could it be expected that a mere human institu- 
tion would not be objected to. 

The people of Kanawha county deserve great credit for the interest 
which they have taken in popular education. Considering their ability 
to do so, they have built school houses and furnished them with amazing 
rapidity; and I think I can safely add that the schools of this county 
are now in the most prosperous condition that they have ever been in 
since the adoption of the free school law. They are well supplied with 
most excellent teachers. "The repeal of the teachers' test oath gave us & 
goodly number of good teachers. To this, add the number residing here 
who could take that oath, and the number of teachers from other States 
who still rémain with us, and you will perceive that we are well supplied 
with good teachers. 

I will observe here, not by way of censure, but with & view of calling 
attention to it in the future, that teachers and trustees have neglected to 
report many visits which I have made to the public schools, especially the 
colored schools. : i 


TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF THEIR CERTIFGATES, 


Edgar M. Dudding................. 2 [ Arthur Fox............ ee. — 3 
D. T. .Field.......................... 1 | Lillie E. Putney...,..cccccsvesrreee 2 
John D. H. Clinton.......-..-«----- 5 | Ellen Atkinson... ....... csessessseee 2 

1 


Isam C. Vandine, oe ee s eee eese eo oot 4 Chester SIrattOT.. eee ec cus cecus 
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"TS. Gates....:.......... —— Ü 1] L. E. Peters........ EN esc 
nag ag E ies Soupe UP AV Rx NOE CER 4 | Margaret Sims.............. pro 2 
Moses Bit, isst ess senes pun e od 1| M. G. Woods.................. een 3 
Fannie L. “sink araa PERETE 4 | Lucy A. Jones (colored)... .2 
Charles T. Pollock............. .... 9 | Miss S. J. Johnson ................. 2 
C. S. Whitteker........ abet Ede 4 | Miss E. S. Walker....... Siessen 2 
C. M. Farrar........ —— ius 2 | Oe“ Chapman Gore eco vix dyes Q8 1 
Lyda E. MeIntyre........ — 2 William Davis (colored) € 3 
Joseph M. Adams.................... 5 | Lizzie Atkinson.............. P 3 
Samuel Jarrett...... ................. 8 | Mrs. D. A. Hanna................-. 5 
T. H. WLbité. eec sexueeis isses 2 | HL EL Youngest 2 
Dr. Geo. Thompson........ ......-. 2 | Geo. V. Gibbs................ eee 5 
Samuel A. Molly............ (€ 4 | M. H. Epling...................»..-. 2 
R. E. Barrett... . .............-..-. 2 Bobe i Thompson. "———— is 2 
Jobn H. High... ciere ee doses 11€. W. Young. cce csve ee vveco aas 2 
W. H. James (colored)............ 5 | L. D. Norvel............ eee b 
W. W. Thomas......ccocecsees ere 5 | W. J. SDEUCO. eure eoe vasdsseaseness 2 
E. R: Morgan...... ........ ETT 2 | Julia James (colored).............. 3 


a 


LEWIS COUNTY—P. T. L. QUEEN, Supt. 


Permit me to accompany my annual statistical and financial report of 
the schools of Lewis county for the scholastic year ending September 
30th, 1870, with a few remarks by way of specific report. There has 
been no period since the introduction of the free school system when 
there were greater unanimity for its maintenance than the present. 

Our people are beginning to realize the importance of more thorough 
action for the enlightenment and disciplining of the upgrowing genera- 
tion. A few more years of earnest labor on the part of school officers 
and teachers, and our schools will become the proud monuments of free 
popular instruction. Teachers’ institutes and associations have been 
organized during the present year, and the introduction and circulation 
of educational monthlies and other literary papers, together with the 
increased interest on the part of teacher and pupil, promises to give to 
our school that altitude of excellence that the native talent and social 
position of our people demand. l 

The subject of graded schools for the higher education of our sons and ` 
daughters and teachers has received some attention during the year. 
I think that it is within the boundary of reasonable expectation to 
say that ere long each township of this county will have a school of 
better grade. There is a manifest improvement in the financial condition 
of each township. Contingent expenses and teachers’ salaries have been 
considerably lessened, settlements with the township treasurers have been 
promptly made, and the secretaries’ books of the several boards of educa- 
tion contain a faithful exhibit.of receipts and expenditures of money for 
educational purposes, The school system, under its present manage- 
ment, will push itself into public respectability, and force from its 
opposers a recognition of usefulness. . 
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James Hard way..... ............... 2.4 Vs  BDOlte.eceveeetet ene dae ves sa cens 4 
James &Stinger..............eeeeeere 1| H. J. Warner............. ——— 2 
F. MoKiuley..... e eerte ren 2 | Alex. Helmickvss.ctscssucesantacesce 2 
S. Riffee... sesssessesssesss 2 | E. ©. Helmokosssss TY 2 
George W. Grook. T—— 1l M. P. Cap. ecrire rine 3 
M.O; Marslia ss sestséetetesegée . 9| R. E. Houghton................. ... 9 
(x Bexriad. eee rre 4| H. Bennett... onere retis 2 
J. S. Withers...........: NACE 2 | William Morrison.................- 1 
R. Denegan .............. eere D> | EH. d. Horde err entes 1 
PP BFOWB. 4I oiececéerens ode exes 2 | G. W. Lewis (colored)............ 4 
William D. Hall.................... 2 | Miss N. B. Jordan.................. 2 
E. J. Wis O nl vase oe crie sese S reuse 2 * M. A. Simms......... —— 1 
J. D. Peterson....... ap derid ute snóde: 2-|. A. E. Barilett. i see ioci 
O. A. HOPG? a n eeieeiceicese certe 2 | Mrs. B. Gibson. ...................... 1 
B. H. Blagg.........- TEREF oases 4 | Miss A. C. Burns.. ............... 2 
E. J. 0 Brionz. oii eeseo ebbe 2 


LINCOLN COUNTY—James ALFORD, Supt. 


Carroll Township is well supplied with school houses, but is financially 
in the back-ground. It is to be hoped that, with the assistance of the 
State fund, the debts of this township can be paid. The teachers, both 
male and female, are worthy of their calling. 

Duval Township has erected school houses in every district but one. 
The teachers make great exertions to improve their pupils, both intellec- 
tually and morally. 

- Harts Creek Township has never had a fair opportunity to place her 
schools in good condition. A portion of this township formerly belonged 
to Logan county, and a portion to Wayne county, and school affairs 
became considerably confused in making this township. But the citizens 
are manifesting great interest in their schools, and will no doubt, at no . 
distant day, have'their schools in full operation; and, with the assistance 
of competent teachers, make great improvement in the youth of the 
township. 

Jefferson Township has completed a few school houses. But little 
progress has been made otherwise. 

Sheridan Township has supported a goodly number of schools, and the 
teachers have acquitted themselves with credit to the township. 

Union and «Washington Townships are keeping pace with the times. 
The schools are well attended, and are under the control of good teachers. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. ! 


William Watts................« Feces id 


George Bostor....... ere geeeus 2 

L. J. Ashworth ................ eu 4 | Cannan Adkins................ — 
James F. McCallister.............. 3 | Simon P. Stacey................ —2 
James W. Holt........ Tm besas 9 j A. E. Cattoll.... ee oreet as 5 
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Hugh S. Adkins..................... 9 | James H. Morris.................... 4 
Jobu W. Holstien....... ma A | EM- Kayson irnar 1 
M. A. Bias....... — wee 9 | Blackburn Curry............. — A 
Fannie Bickle....... — M— 4 | William C. Bramblett.............. 3 
William J. Meret............ | da ei euh 5| J. W. Garin. iecce sese ersses 5 
John F., Gill............ sve d — 5 | John B. Shepherd ................ ee l 
Lewis Clark.. vesesecees esee, 2 | Wellington G. Kinison............ 3 
Sampson Roberts... 8 | Stephen Lambert........... ......... 4 
B. EL. PUP Cro. scenai 1 | William: L. Stowers...............-. 5 
J. C. Black............. — — 3 | A. L. Dryden.......... errr ee 3 
E. G. Alcorn........... — — 2 | Elisha W. Vance................«.-. 5 
John Clark....sasessoesossessssessee S | A J. Barrett er E NI ern 1 
Rachel Thornton............ c" 9 | A. P. Holstein .............. s 4 
Godfrey Scites................... 5 | Hannah C. Sayre....... "— à 
David Showalter........ nds erede 8| William T. Fowler...... ———— 5 
E. B. Baysets.cccsasecssce-secscecse A” 


LOGAN COUNTY—C. S. STONE, Supt. 


I herewith, even at this late date, transmit this, my imperfect part of 
a report relating to the condition of free schoola in Logan county. In 
consequence of the short period that I have been endeavoring to transact 
the business of county superintendent, I bave not been able to acquaint 
myself fully with the affairs of the schools; for not until about the mid- 
dle of September last, (as you are aware,) did I become advised of being 
recognized as county superintendent. But my predecessor, Dr. Ulyses 
Hinehman, who having filled the said office during the time that the 
schools were in operation, will no doubt, or has already, furnished you 
with the required information which I am at this time unable to give. 

Immediately after receiving official information of my appointment to 
the said office of county superintendent, I proceeded to get up the reports 
of the township boards, which I found next to impossible to do, for very 
few of the trustees and teachers had reported. But, after making re- 
peated calls, and waiting long, I at length obtained reports, (though very 
imperfect ones,).from four of the townships out of five, and no time being 
left me to return the reports for correction, I had to proceed to get up 
this piece of a report, which is not very satisfactory to myself. I also 
went to the secretary of the board of the delinquent township, (Logan,) 
which having had eleven schools taught in it, yet not a single report of 
trustees and teachers had been made. I collected up the teachers’ 
monthly registers of the township, in order to try and supply the defect 
of the absent reports, but found them so mutilated and inexplicit, that I 
could make nothing satisfactory out of them, and so had to give up re- : 
porting Logan township. 

Chapmansville Township, in which I rade, has had no schools jean 
in it until the last year. The opposers of the free schools fought the 
thing back until last year, when the cause of education gained the ascen- 


~ 
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dency, and under the influence and indefatigable energies of our former ` 
superintendent, we succeeded in starting up schools in private houses, in 
each district in' the township, attended by about two hundred and thirty 
scholars. The teachers in this township generally acquitted themselves 
well, and the scholars under their charge, advanced rapidly. ‘The board 
of education also went to work and put under contract the building of a 
good log school house in each district in the township, some of which are 
completed, and school already commenced i in them, and others almost 
ready for business. 

Hardee Township is also doing a good work in the way of building 
houses, and upon the whole, the free school system is looking up, is gain- 
ing ground in our county, though its enemies are strong. 

At the commencement of setting up the free school system in our 
county and before I understood any thing about the principles by which 
it was intended to be carried out, I decided at once, that it would never 
do, in a country so sparsely settled as ours. But, as I became somewhat 
acquainted with it, my notion changed, and the more I learn about it, 
the better I like it, and I am, my humble self, a complete convert to the 
free school system, believing it to be calculated in its tendency to moral- 
ize the community, and produce more good than any institution now ex- 


` tant! Yet, according to my limited views and short experience in the 


cause, I am of opinion that great good may be done for the progress of 
ihe system, if the Legislature would take the subject into consideration 
and retiove some of the most prominent difficulties that are impeding its 
progress. For instance, in some of the townships, it isimpossible to pre- 
vail on men who are competent, to accept the office of school commis- 
sioner, especially when we have to look after those alone whoare willing 
to take the test oath, so called. The office of school commissioner is an 
important trust—they should be selected from the best men we have, and 
of those friendly to the free school system. Ihave recently heard two of 
ihe members of the board of education say, that if they had the power, 
they would immediately blot the free school law out of existence. Thus 
we see that in some instances, the machine has to be run.by men utterly 
opposed to the whole thing ; and where men are doing business in an office 
that pays nothing, and acting on principles contrary to their views, take 
it for granted, that office will not be very well executed. Again, in some 
of the school districts, it takes the whole possee of registered voters, all 
three to make a legal board of trustees. Thus, we ask, give us the privi- 
lege of selecting school officers without reserve, fromthe best men we 
have, without regard to the test oath or registration, and we will guaran- 
tee the giving right up—a speedy triumph of the free school system in 
our midst._ 

When the above named, and other small objections are removed by 
the action of the Legislature, the cause of education will have little to 
fear and every thing to hope from this mogt beneficent institution. Be- 
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lieving as we do conscienciously, that as the free school system matures 
and progresses, it will secure to the rising generation, results of incalcu- 
lable worth, and develop beauties to our community, that as yet have 
but barely hove in view. To which end, your humble servant would say, 
Glod speed ! 


TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF CERTIFICATER. 


Anna L. Hanlon .................«. 2 | John Gore.......esssensescsssescsases 4 
James Chambers ...... SENT 4 | James R. Henderson ............... 1 
Ida McDonald ............. — 5 


MARION COUNTY— WILLIAM Gray, Supt. 


I Herewith present you my annual report, statistical and financial, of 
the public schools in Marion county. I regret the delay which was 
caused by erroneous imperfections in the township reports, most of which 
came to me in such a condition that it was impossible to place any confi- 
dence in them, without first comparing them with the statistics and 
vouchers in my own office. But, notwithstanding their defects, in justice 
to the boards of education, I must say that all, at least forty. per cent 
better than formerly, and my report will show a great advancement in 
the free schools of this county, when compared with the reports of 1868: 
and 1869. j 

Examinations.—The plan pursued in examination of teachers has been 
substantially the same as that adopted by myself in 1868. Private 
examinations were always refused, when it was possible for the appli- 
cants to he present at the public tests. During the year, eighty-three 
teachers, sixty-one males and twenty-two females, were examined, nine- 
teen of whom received No. 1 certificates, twenty-five No. 2, twenty-one 
No. 3, eight No. 4, and ten No. 5. Nearly all of these reside within the 
county. Five of those presenting themselves for examination were 
refused certificates; two on the ground of disloyalty, and three were 
utterly incompetent. 

School Houses.—Nine good and substantial frame buildings have been 
completed this year, making in all seventy-seven in the county. Six 
districts are yet unprovided with good houses. Most of the contracts 
for building the remainder will be awarded to the contractors, and build- 
ings erected next summer. Several of the houses are without either. 
furniture or apparatus, but our boards of education are supplying these 
deficiencies as rapidly as the finances of their townships will admit. _ 

Graded Schools.—Four graded schools were in successful operation last 
winter. One in Fairmont, consisting of five departments, and taught,in 
connection with.the State Normal School as a model department; one 
in Palatine, Union township, With an &ttendance of one hundred ‘and 
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eighty scholars, taught by myself, assisted by one lady and one gentle- 
man}; one in Mannington, taught by Mr. B. F. Charlton, and one-male 
assistant; and one in Farmington, taught by J. F. W. Mays, assisted by 
one lady. ` Three of these schools are in session at present, The Pala- 
tine school will open at pn early date. Dr. Barnas Sears, General Agent 
of the Peabody Fund, has already appropriated $1,000 to the support of 
the Fairmont sehool, and has kindly consented to assist both the Pala- 
tine and Mannington schools. Should we not fail in obtaining these 
very generous appropriations, each of these schools will be in operation 
for ten months next year. 

Primary Schools, —We have'seventy-nine primary schools, which were 
taught during the last year 348 months, an average of 41-5 months in 
each school district. All of the townships had the full term of four 
months in each district, except a few districts, which by unforseen local 
causes, were compelled to close their schools before the cxpiration of the 
term. Most of these districts will have a longer session next winter. 
Eighty-eight teachers, sixty males and twenty-eight females, were em- 
ployed at an average of $37 34 per month. 3,785 scholars, or 70 per 
cent of the whole enumeration, attended school during the year. The 
daily average attendance was 2,669 or 70 per cent of the whole attend- 
ance, and 48 per cent of the whole enumeration. The average cost of 
tuition per scholar for four months was $3 63; per month 91} cents. 
Had all attended who were entitled to do so, the cost of tuition per 
month would have been reduced below 63 cents per scholar per month. 

Colored Seiools.— There is a school for the colored youths in Fairmont, 
but, owing to the negligence of the board of education of the Inde- 
pendent School District, I am unable to give any statistics. 

Enumeration of Youth.—The enumeration of Grant, Union and a por- 
tion of Lincoln townships, was not received in time, and having good 
reason to believe that the trustees would not make it, I employed com- 
petent persons to take and verify the same in due form of law. These 
persons were employed at an average cost of $2 50 per day. The trus- 
tees will make the enumeration next year. We have but little difficulty 
in getting men to do work for us if we sufficiently compensate them. 

Normal School Cadets.—Only three appointments were made to the 
State Normal School, two gentlemen and onelady. This branch now 
bids fair to be a success, and from present indications I think there will 
be no difficulty in filling up the full quota of Marion county at an early 
date. 

Miscellaneous Items.—At the close of the term of school, 3,271 were 
studying orthography, 2,831 reading, 1,787 writing, 1,376 arithmetic, 743 
geography, 49 algebra, and 303 the higher branches. The average age of 
males 13, females 11, and general average 12 years. The last enumera- 
tion of youth shows a total of 5,504, of which 2,895 are white males, 
2,564 white females, 19 colored males, and 26 colored females. Those., 
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studying orthography were 86 per cent of the whole attendance, reading 
75 per cent, writing 47 pet cent, arithmetic 36 per cent, geography 19 
per cent, English Grammar 12 per cent, algebra 14 per cent, and ofher 
branches 9 percent. Sixty-eight per cent of the teachers employed were 
males, and 32 per cent females. Owing to some defects in the blanks 
furnished, the average grades of deportment and study could not be 
ascertained. There were used in the schools 2,881 MeGuffey's Spellers, 
2,466 McGuffey’s Readers, 1,254 Ray’s Arithmetics, 483 Pinneo’s Gram- 
mars, and 505 Mitchell’s Geographies. The number needed I could not 
ascertain, but presume that 25 per cent additional would not be an over 
estimate. 

Comparison with Report of 1869.—In the year 1869 the total reat 
for schools was $11,018 92 ; expenditures $11,139 19. In 1870, receipts 
$19,068 27; expenditures $23,381 63. In 1869 we had 67 school 
houses ; in 1870, we have 77. Total value of school property in 1869 
was $39,781; in 1870 it is $51,030. Enumeration of youth in 1869 was 
4,897 ; in 1870 it is 5,504. Whole attendance of scholars in 1862 was 
3,434 ; in 1870 it is 3,785. Average daily attendance in 1869 was 2,284; 
in 1870 it is 2,669. In 1869 we had 82 schools; in 1870 we have 83. 
In 1869 there were 58 teachers examined; in 1870 there were 88. In 
1869 there were 9 teachers employed, and taught 306 months; in 1870, 
88 teachers were employed and taught 348 months. In 1869, 2,574 were 
studying orthography, 1,981 reading, 1,286 writing, 1,167 arithmetic, 500 
geoGraphy, 375 English grammar, 23 algebra, and 99 other branches; in 
1870, 3,271 were studying orthography, 2,831 reading, 1,787 writing, 
1,376 arithmetic, 743 geography, 49 algebra, and 303 higher branches. 

Conclusion.—In conclusion, allow me to add that the free school sys- ` 
tem is working wonders in this county, and I think our teachers, schools 
and school officers will compare favorably with any in the State. All 
we want now is to make good use of the means provided, become efficient 
workers in the cause of education, and fewer changes made in the school 
laws, and we will soon be worthy to claim a high position amongst the 
now more favored sister States. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


A. J. Ammons.,..........« — .2| B.F. Mundell. .......... — 3 
Roanna AM08........ccceeeesscnscees 2 | Havana May.....................- 3t 
Ulysses N. Arnett.................. 8 | C. D. Myers....... Vise oda ee eu teed 1 
Aule M. Billingsley........... 5 | D. L. Musgrave...... Savas: Aian 4 
Kate Black........ EET RORE e.. 93| W.S. Martin .............. ud: 4 
William T. Bowman.............-. 2 | Owen S. MeKinney.............. . 14 
Johi A- Dock. ase eeseterseses d-| Ws Ds MIlOR nuce ic tectis 8 
Samue! F. Calland................ . 89] D. P. Morgan....... eee certe 2 
May Clayton eeeexesue seco tosso 5 | Phila M. Mathews ————— m 1 
Nora Conaway...... eecisssss isses 23) Daniel Main......... — — ater co 
Maria M. Chisler.................... 1 | S. H.Morris...................... 23 


A. W. Cunningham................. 44) A. B. Nixon.................. > i 
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Fannie Clayton..................... 5 | H. A. Nixon..... ......... Sere ae 
Eli F. Clayton.............. ener .4| Ella P. Nichols................. ur 2 
George Conaway.................... 5 | Maggie J. O'Hara.......... ae 3 
H. C. Conaway.......— eee eere 9. W: J. PEG. iiisccscccsscccuusesaces 24 
F. P. Courtney........ bostes sara. 2 | William T. Prichard....... sen 3 
B. F. Charlton..........cccccccsseves 1| A.S. Pruehird 22s eene 4 
C. LMDILI ics csivesincesccatocsdces 21 W. T. Prickett.....-5. ire 3 
E. V. Dragoo.......... c 5 | C. A. Prichard. ceo ceeecen eee. 2 
Moses F. Duncan........ E tens 4 | George W. Palmer...... we 9 
A. G. DAVIS iere oeeces ie dorus 3 | Simon C. Parish.................... 1 
Charles A. Fleming................. 1} William T. Prichard.............. 1 
A. H. Rleming......- 55 n 1 | Bell Robinson......... yesssubses dd 2 
Ulysses Fleming............ ......... 1 | E. Virginia Robinson............ 24 
John Fleming............ ...... sss 24| N. B. Dandy. os.bsaesatecestesssees 2 
Thomas T. Freeman............... 9 | LC. Snoderly: 2:5. eene 
Thomas M. Fleming............... 13; William G. cH "—— 34 
Lizzie A. Graham.................. 4 | Mary Btout..... cssecesccescesssciess 1 
D. S. Helmick.............. "— . 1 | Sarah L. Stout....... ............. 2 
LE. Hall eei eus ense néeuces 23| Benjamin L. Spencer....... —— 5- 
Maggie E. Harvey UR 8 | A. G. Shriver. .....ccscsccssesseees 4i 
Rufus E. Harr....................... 3 | J. L. I. Stewart, i decern 3 
Rufus E. Harr.................. ..... 2 | Delia A. Sinsel..................... 1 
Jacob Harr. ..... Vsus ees qE seed .. 2 | Enos E, Snodgrass.........«...... 3 
John F. Lewitt sacccscascecavesssddeese 23! Daniel Tetrick..................... 5 
A. B. Johfis.. occ cedcsesaawecsons 1 | H. M. Teiück... ooi 2 
Kate M. Kincaid........ nee vee 9 | Jesse S. Toothman............... "o 
Elzy Kincaid........................ 3 | S W. Wilson. ..:.. ener ose 5 
Bec. L. Lacock .................... 13) Irene E. E ie ——— 2 
Jacob W. Bayo — sig eu eade 1| A. B. Youst... ——— 157 
Virginia May. . on 

MASON COUNTY —C. P. T. Moors, Supt. 
[No specifie report.] 
TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 

A. D. McAllister....... segonaus .. 2 | Miss N. E. Loomis.................. 2 
Eli Coleman................ ee 4 AJ, Sibi S "m 5 
D. D. Martindale.................... 1| A. Wilcoxen .............. Kaesaeso adi 5 
M. M. Watkins........ T 2 | J. G. Conwell s... eerte 2 
J. F. Farrar... ..sccccccssoscenes e.. 3 | F. M. Olinger......... E deba 2 
J. M. Yarnall...................... . 1| Mrs. E. M. Olinger.............. «v» 
T. D. Dabney TE Tp M. H. Pilchard............ — .2 
Miss J. Rtivera........... eese 2 | J. O. Bayer... ciccssevescessceas esas! A 
B. F. Malone........ n MES. II ses aan ne 3 
Miss S. C. Knopp.................. 83. Miss S. E. .Wellton................. 2 
J: Oy BRXIGÉE iios eee Sneedsee 93-4 W. Bid. «cos snnt 1 
d « MOOP. iie ie doe sh edskas Faliekru rao 4 | W. W. Harper............... sauces 1 
E. W. Brownell... ése l| Mrs; M. Harper asosessseecvenes 1 
As W BÜSODSu scie eee Cu arep e Er suet 8. La B. MaEPIS 2 nee caes espesevesee 5 
I. C. Hull....... rr 3 | Miss C. L. Me ———— € 
Z. R. Cumming........ icem Adde Bs MOIS. uos rescue 0 
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I. D. Rosebury..................-. ..2| €. L. MeDaniel.................4.. O 
J. D. Campbell................ ene, 4 M. Campbell............... m 5 
AED UO vctsenetmavanedsseces 5 | Francis Lewis...................-.-. 4 
d D. Taylor esrin so} te DUE) M . 2 
Miss E. E. Buffington.............. 9 W. EH. dJonesa eccsssecésssesesesssq d 
Nannie Mason.....................-. LlLIN.P.Kineade. eee See ene 4 
John E. MeGath......... .......... 3 | J. B. Yeager.......snesssoeresee soea 8 
N. G. Rifles icio eee rhv 8 | J. Wilbock ..essesssesssssssessoe ie 
Nannie Garroth ....................- 2 | Culver Kent.............. eren 2- 
Mary W. Blare...................-. 3 | WSSP.OARImOl. o pcs etes eo eror 5 
C. vd Slemaker............... eee 2 | S. S. Grover ieeves o xen eni e terne vae 2 
D, EH. Pidy crannan 2 | S. F. Patrick.............. ER 3 
AEG AES MES NE 9 | Miss A. D Gardner................. 3 
J. A. Wattersons...........e ee eee ee 8| © M. Conway............. Nase eus 8 
JJ. JOleB. ccce aee nia serre eias 4| * C. Bumgarner.............-«.. 3 
d CLIE DS S sve poss ope EV ees 4| H. Dellard....... ... Vii da A IEUDES 5 
` B. N. ICnteltoo ive se voxsxovati eve cess 2 | Miss S. Duestal...............».-.-. 8 
Rebecca Knight ........... ........ 8 | Mrs. S. Warden..................... 2 
(um. m 3 | Miss A. J. Buffington..... ........ .4 
(^R. TOSS esie a rete tnde 2 | J. A. Bashore............... € 3 
T. C. MB,eES is xe ee sr ea eap Eee 3 | Miss A. Gillmore.......... — 1 
Ji GOOCH cce aveo ése saa TE 9, " E. Rowley........... eee 2 
dx Gates erat cece ires oer voc ed 4 | J. W. Olarke.... ree restes ena 3 
MI; Brown sisswstisscnesenceweoess 2 | Miss S. Davis.... .... n 3 
L. H. Woodyard........ — M 2 I Do Powell.c cec viss — 2 
D. P. Guthrie........ veda as QE iau 1] W. A. Hanlin... b T. nl 
D. H.-BoUsh.. ceo ceesceeesweós varese 8 | H. G. Neas... Tes d 
J. S. Archbold ......,...........- ..2| Ellen W. Hall... ipse as od s svssketisas 2 
A. T. Archbold........ ............ 2 | J. F. Rhods... Fétivessr série scd 
Mrs. J. Loomis................. escas 1| L. W. Bhods......... viai e ON TUE 4 
bon —— 2 Dale OTT i asse FeadeeEeur est toris 1 
F. M. Trowbridge.................. 219. C, Ill aisi see seen da Eo dsie 3 
d. P. PickOnBa.. oa ei seeesév so veces 2 | M. D. Sargent .................. si 
A. H. Garnett............... — 2 | Miss A. E. Pipi ha. Poeesevisss 4 
SMNULLISA CC 3 | A H. Hoff. scvsdsinsewcptessavexsees 3 
E. S. Dewees.............. e eere 4 | B. W. Rutherford..............-.-. 2 
W., A. Berry...............-. dite .. 9 | W. R. Summerville..... 8 
Marron Smith........................ B- LJ. Reus i odere koe Er ve dE 4 
We ThonBk, zer ere sévé Pao si vasi ed 8| Mary E. Gillmore.................. 2 
T. M. Robinson................... 4 | O. Phelps..... Ke aa ke a van is 2 
Clara E. Baker............... PE 2 | J. Logne.............. — vison d 
Miss L. Atkinson.................... 2 aT T. MOOFO Gio erre Ape a EN VR US 8 
* Elizabeth Ann Kennedy... 2 | E. Coleman ........... —€— tases 4 
* M. OC. Jordan........ anes Of de Hi rion Vrbe E ERE pesuun 3 
d. M Bay PG. consicavasccesesuaseceivns 2 | Sara Hulhart... nae d 
N.COMBltoDicecuos ebria eo xvi er dae oO) H. R. POMOC e eet tart 8 
i Miss 8. M. Loomis ............... 1) W.W.Ballard............... ER 3, 
M. A. Loomis................. 1}: ^ 
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MARSHALL COUNTY—J. W. P. REID, Supt. 


Commencing my official undertaking in the midst of winter, roads 
nearly impassible, location of houses to me comparatively unknown, my 
my report must necessarily be brief. 

Whilst visiting the schools in Union township, I found many scholars 
zealously engaged in acquiring & knowledge of the branches taught in 
our primary schools; teachers considerably impressed with the impor- 
tance of their positions; and the citizens, generally, interested in the 
cause of edueation and the benefits enuring from informed minds. 

In Meade township, formerly there was a visible indifference mani- 
fested in everything pertaining to the present method of common school 
education. Then they were biassed in favor of the old subscriptive sys- 
tem of education; but now, happily, the bias is removed. The schools 
are prospering, and good salaries are paid for good certificates. The 
same sentiment used to obtain in certain portions of Liberty, the adjoin- 
ing township; but, as in the other, it is wholly eradicated. I have vis- 
ited the schools in Washington, and parts of Clay and Cameron town- 
ships, and found them, without exception, improving; and further, that 
the supporters of the present system of education in these townships con- 
stitute an impregnable majority. Franklin, Sand- Hill and eee 
townships remain, as a unit, to be visited. 

In my official visits I have sought, by short discourses, to impress upon 
the pupil’s mind the practical benefits emanating from a liberal educa- 
tion; its incalculable help in the paths of usefulness; also, that true 
morality is an indispensible ingredient of a permanent and lasting edu- ' 
cation. 

In examining teachers I use the oral method, because I desire to know 
if the applicant possesses the power of presenting ‘any given subject 
which may arise in a school room, in clear, perspicuous and succinct lan- 
guage; asking, as a criterion, many practical, and but few theoretical, 
questions. I have urged the advantages derived from educational maga- 
zines and journals. I commended eight applicants to the favorable no- 
tice of the principal of the West Liberty Normal School; have re-ex- 
amined them and find satisfactory improvement. i 

In the 31st section of the school law I would recommend these changes: 
that two grades of teachers’ certificates be granted, in connection with a 
permit, that the applicant drawing the permit be required to appear for 
re-examination within ten weeks, and if the grantee show no satisfactory 
improvement, then the grantee to be disqualified to teach until the im- 
provement required be made. Or, second, that the certificate shall upon 
its face show to the employer the holder’s qua ev ous | as to each branch 
of study therein named. 

As a monied compensation is desired by neary every one, and punctu- 
ality can hardly be enforced without it, I would suggest that boards of 
education receive a reasonable consideration for their actual labor.. 
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As capital can purchase cheaper, I would recommend the establish- 
ment of State and county bookstores, (the plan of working as in Mary- 
land, A. D. 1866,) the State being the purchaser, and buying in large 
quantities, would be able to furnish the adopted text books at & small 
advance on the wholesale price, and patrons would save at least twenty- 
five per cent, besides procuring uniformity in editions and binding. : 

In our past school experience in Marshall county, I can safely assert 
that the township treasurers have well performed their onerous duties; 
all entitled to remuneration have been satisfactorily settled with. 

In conclusion, would remark that our schools are in a flourishing . 
condition, and in whatever locality my official business has directed me, 
I have ever been kindly, courteously and hospitably treated. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


T. B. Henneom«ocoaovetes 2 | Eleanor L. Davis.................... 2 
Wm. R. Toggin.......-............. 9 | Fannie L. MeDonough............. 2 
Jane GoEby...iese vae ex sue lanta euin 3 | Annie Weeks........... Garein . 8 
Newton H. Braddock............... 1 | Mollie Marshall........ je ad RARE 2 
Thomas L. Mason........... ...... 9 | R. S, Eagleson....................-- 2- 
Luther Rice......... —— — bases 4 | Jennie Eagleson...................-. 2 
Mary E. Parriott.................... 4 | Samuel R. Roach.................... 2 

' George W. Crow.................... 9 | T. B. MeKelvey..................... 8 
John Robinson......... — — 4 | David MeKelvey............... ies 0 
Jennie L. Wilson. .................. 8 | James W. Myers........ ............ 8 
J. D. McDavid......... sas Maggie E. Belliss 
Richard Clegg................. ...... 2 [ Miss R. A. Roney................. . 2 
Ada West....... —— tate: 2 | Geo. D. Garrison. ........ Vekavu dus 3 
Mary L. Biggs....... ............... 9 | Isaac Lutes......... aina Gap iN eua soe 8 
Geo. B. Higgins..................... 1| J. N. Ward......... —— n — 8 
T. D. Stricklin........... Pre ee 4 | Frank Carroll........................ 2 
Hannah Martin.....................- 1 m. J..Doman........ — P 2 
Jane Bryan............ eere 3 | Melissa Cooper............. eere 2 
Lizzie P'inm. eos ses cescsedones 1 | Jennie Carroll....... EREA 2 
Caroline White............. eei Vale 1| Mattie A. Patterson............... 2 
Leonard Eskey............. — 2 | Mycage Rhine........... —— tas 4 
R. W.Simpson................. ee 2 Oliver: d. Dubai etes iere 2 
Jd. B. Shields, ceeseasvesesi esse ev dies 9 | John Resseger..................... 97 
Marion Taylor......... side qué nes 4 | Peter Meeker........................ 9 
O. W. Crawford...... EUM 2 | Jennetta Drennen................... 2 
Mary `R. Oldham. .................. 2 | George Dodd....... sinne PE 1 
Wm. G. McGlumphrey............ 4 | Maleom Lowry................ NON 1 
George Buchanon.......... esce 4 | Miss Joe E. Byrnes.................. 3 
Geo. W. Elmsley.................... 8 | Jennie Moore.......................- 3 
Abel Kemple....... —MÁ 21S. R. Wells... ..........* — n T 
Chas. M. Green. .................... 2 | Geo. W. Byrnes....................- 3 
Geo. W. Wilson ........ ——À 2 | James W. Monroe.................- 2 
E. Banning..... iei ceseeoe sese eae nus . 2| S. B. MeKerrihan.................. 2 
P. M. Burley............. QVE dria 2 | Henrietta Mackey ................. 2 
Mary A. Hood....................--. 1 | James C. Yarnall......... — , 2 
N. K. Shattuock...................... 1 | Susan Thompson...... aene eain 2 
Geo. W. Parriott.....cccssseccevceens 8 | Ella Guthrie....................-..-. 2 
Hannah J. Price....... .............. 2 | Sallie “Evans......c.cccscsscessssceses 2 
ae B Š - 
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John P. 'russel...................... 2) Wm. W. Fletcher.................. 4 
John Hunt. ie ens eere ns . 2 | George! Rhine......... Sisewsasostenes 3 
Jas. E. Garrett......... .... TIT 8 | John F. PAars0NS.... uw diseic zéro 8 
Wm. B. Farrell.............. asese 3 | S. B. dobba0D. 5 s eoeceecevacevnsns a) 
S. A. Atkinson....... ...... — 1| B. B. Newman.............. e 1 
James W. Ward.............. e 8 | B. F. Meigher......................-. 2 
W. W. Farrier... sseseeresrserese 2 | WP. Weekly... eeeeteesceresas 3 
John M. Collum....... — 2 | Wm. Bumbgardner................. 8 
Rebecca Meisenhelder.............. 4 | D. M. Hammond,,.................. 2 
Joseph M. Adair..................... 2 | John Hurley......................... 4 
R. H. Holliday....................... - 2 | Jennie McFarland.................. 2 
H. P. Boyd....... "— M . 2 | Lizzie A. Parkinson........ Us 1 


McDOWELL COUNTY —J. F. GILLESPIE, Supt. 


I am sorry to say that none of the boards of education of this county 
have reported as required by the school law. Elkhorn township board 
has reported pariially but not fully. The trustees and commissioners 
are grumbling about the law not allowing them pay for their services, 
and are refusing to act. I do not think that we will get any of them to 
act longer than the first of January next. I think that we have too 
many school officers. Would it not be better to have fewer, and allow 
them a reasonable compensation for their services? They then would be 
more prompt in their official duties. 

We have had schools taught in all the school districts of this county, 
and I think educational matters are progressing favorably, and are ina 
better condition than formerly. . 

The boards of education of Sandy River township, with the assent of 
the voters thereof, have levied a tax of 30 cents upon the property of 
their township, for school purposes. Elkhorn' has levied 50 cents for 
school purposes, and 50 cents for building purposes. Big Creek has 
levied 25 cents for school purposes. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


. Q. H. B. Myrs.................... 1 ; Henderson Gross........ teseeerenees 3 
Edward A. Bowls.............-..... 1 | Geo. W. Green................. 2 
Jno. Belcher..................... 3 | Jno. D. Payne............. TM e 
Wesley Reed.......................-. 8 | Henry Auvil............... VasAVE QUE .2 
J. F. Johnson........ — — RSA 2 | Jesse J. .Gamble......... Née rix AS 1 
Rachel Harrison.......... ......... 2 | Frank Gamble................. oe $4 
Albert G. Mitchell.................. 2. BI MI asse ueris ($8 
Philip Lambert....... ... ied eoa 2 | Jas. P. Mitchell..................... 


A. D. Milan...........« e 4 
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MERCER COUNTY —J . J. MEADER, Supi. 


Would respectfully report that the school system seems to be working 
` better in this county at this time, and seems to be likely to be more pros- 
perous for the future: though we labor under many disadvantages over 
- which we have no control, and are not likely to have soon. We are 
situated upon the border of the State, and have much opposition to the 
system of free schools. We have also a large and thinly settled county, 
and in such counties I notice the free school system has to labor under 
many disadvantages in the management of their schools, and the getting 
up of reports. We have labored under one in particular, viz.: not hav- 
ing commissioners or trustees willing to act, by reason of their being no 
pay to such officers. Such officers in nearly every case having resigned, 
or not caring whether they acted or not, I therefore had to specially em- 
ploy persons to get up the enumeration of the youths in several of the 
townships, and also had much trouble to get up my present report. I 
have had to visit several of the townships several times to get such a re- 
port as I have, and which in several particulars is defective, but is the 
best that could be done under the circumstances. We have also labored 
under several disadvantages by reason of the deficiency of the amount as 
received as State apportionment during the past year. The townships 
` generally based their calculations upon receiving about three thousand 
dollars or more, whereas we received but little over one thousand dollars, 
which therefore left the most of our townships in debt for school purpo- 
ses for the past year. But all still looked fair for better times, when the 
act, as passed by the Legislature of last winter, seemingly appropriating 
the State apportionment for another year from the benefit of our schools, 
seemed to put the climax upon the whole. But we hope to again re- 
cover, and see the system fully organized and at work again this winter 
in our county. 


EN 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Emmavilla K. Fletcher........... . 3 | Virginia Calfec............ ERREUR 3 
Christopher H, Payne.............. 3 | Winfield S. Whitten...... ...... e 9 
Valarius W. Cooper................ 3 | Elizabeth Hoge....................-. 2 
John B. Ellisson...................- 2 | Nancy W. Boling................... 2 
Nancy J. Ellisson................... 9 | James W. Hale................. es 2 
Michael Young..................-. 9 | William M. Reynolds.............. 2 
Edmund Hatcher................... 8 | Harvey Wall............... cerent 2 
James Crawford............«........ 4 | David H. AROS... ssesseeceneee 8 


Elizabeth Hopkins.................. 9 
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MINERAL COUNTY —Tnos. P. Apams, Supt. 


Owing to the complexity of the statistical report required, and the 
want of experience, and in many cases inability on the part of those 
whose duty it is to'report to the county superintendent, I herewith fur- 
hish you a very imperfect statistical report of the schools in this county 
for the year. 

' Permit me also. to offer a few suggestions as to changes in the school 
law and other matters, that appear as necessary to the more perfect 
working of the school system. 

In this county there are a number of isolated places, inhabited by per- 
sons who stand in need of schools; who pay taxes as others dọ; who 
cannot reach any district school house, and who are too few in number 
to make a separate district. These people have asked for their share of - 
the general school fund apportioned according to their number, and the 
school taxes they themselves pay, provided they will cause a school to be 
kept and continued the lawful time in their neighboroood, and they fur- 
nish the balance of the means necessary to its support. I deem their 
request a just and fair one, and recommend a change in the law to pro- 
vide for such situation.’ 

2. The law only requires four months school per year in gach district. 
We are also required to levy taxes, build school houses, go through all 
the motions and be at all the expense, and derive only the small benefit 
of four months school in the year. Most all the patrons and friends of 
schools admit that the term is too short to be of much benefit, and that 
the last two months of a six months’ term are productive of more benefit 
to the pupils in attendance than the first four months; yet notwithstand- 
ing this, for fear of the grunt made by disinterested tax payers, if such 
a thing can be, at the high taxes, the friends of schools have permitted 
themselves to be duped into the reception of “half a loaf,” when a 
whole one could have been obtained at a very slight advance in expense. 
. The opponents of schools have taken advantage of this blunder in 
school officers, and make complaints not louder than numerous. The 
legal time should not be less than six months per year. " 

8. We believe that some more particular regulations should be made 
respecting the granting of teachers’ certificates. Under present regula- 
tions county -superintendents differ so widely as to the measure of the 
qualifications of teachers, that I have known onesuperintendent to reject 
an applicant as wholly unqualified, who the next day but one received a 
number two certificate from the superintendent of an adjoining county. 
The better regulation of this matter may be difficult to accomplish, but 
it is worthy of a little trouble. 

I suggest to your consideration the propriety of the State ‘Superin- 
tendent preparing a schedule of questions, during the examining season, 
and furnish, in printed form, to county superintendents, monthly, to be 
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used by them, and require written answers thereto from the applicant, 
and also to set up & measure, and cause to be rejected all applicants who 
fail to answer half of the questionis in any one branch to be taught by 
them. 

A. change in the form of certificates might be productive of some good, 
so as to allow a grade to each branch examined in. 

4. The present law requires township treasurers to settle with thé 
board of education, and are therefore responsible only to the said boards. 
The result is that the boards have paid themselves at will, have paid their 
secretaries more than lawful salaries, and appropriate the money as they 
„see fit, while the treasurers pay all orders of the board, whether lawful 
or unlawful. One of the results of the above in this county is almost a 
total disregard of the provisions of the 8th section of the school law in 

, regard to the payment of the secretaries of the boards of education, by 
gn order of the county superintendent after an examination of the béoks 
of the said secretaries and they be found correct. As near as I can learn 
these secretaries in this county have nearly all drawn their pay on orders 
of the boards of education and not the superintendent; nor has ihe 
privilege been given the superintendent to examine said books. -In fact, 
some have drawn their pay by the above method who have not entered 
into any book a single bill or account. Hence the the short comings of 
statistical reports. To remedy this evil I suggest that all treasurers and 
collectors of school and building funds be required to settle with the 
county superintendent instead of the boards of education, and that the 
secretaries be required to have their books examined one week or ten 
days previous to said settlement, so as to hold a lawful check over all the 
school officers. 

Lastly, we are happy to say that we find much more to praise'in our 
school system than we find to condemn. To prove which we haye only 
to compare the results of the present system with the old indigent fund 
system of Old Virginia. Under the old system about one out of three 
of the population could read and write, while under the latter, of the 
rising generation, about eight out of ten can read and write. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


James A. Sharpley.................. 4 | John Taylor, sr............ asiki .2 
Amy Brelgs.....iciee cesse cass ssec us 9 | David Biger.......................-.. 5 
Mary V. Tioskererith S 4 | Chas, E. Brandt..................... 8 
Mollie Wilson........ ransana S | AMY - DIXONG. Jesis — Ó— 8 
Jennie Wilson......... TEE 8 | Peter E. Hartman.................. 3 
Laura P. Davisss..ccctecsessacevcnce 8 | John M. Cresap..................... 4 
L. F. Rupple... niasin © | Me As. MeCormick.... ies 4 
Taylor F, Burton.....eececocreece o | B.F. Pugliese ioeosecussvssss 3 
T. Frank Allen..................... 3 | John Taylor, Jr........ 5. reo 4 
John L. Wimer...................—. 9 | Thomas H. Cheney.................. 4 
A. M. Pfahler........ —— Ani dis Y COT ND NU 2 
O, Dent Davis......................-. 3 | John T. Greenwade...... ...........- 4 


Henry W. Rolls...... E aut 4 | Elizabeth Russel..................-- 2 
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Nimrod Paris.........sssccsecsseceee 4 | M. N. Ogorman...... — Y 1 
Jos. F. Chadwick.... ............... 3 | Edgar Vanmeter...................- 8 
W. O. PATSOQIS A c eve oes Exe e rene ooe 3 | Edward S. Ward.................... 4 
Silas N. Swisher..................... 3 | James A. Sharpley................-. 4 
James A. Leatherman.............. 3 | J. A. Hendrickson.................. 4 
J. D. Michael... iiie eere . 9 | John T. Shaffer............ — 5 
Elijah Hoffman..................... 2 | Michael M. Boor..................... 4 
R. H. Hoffman.................... .. 2 | John R. Wolverton..:.............. 2 
Robert S. Petit.....................- 3 | Ninnox Paris........................ 3- 
John S. Wilson......... —Ó 4 | M. M. Eügar................ Lainers 2 
Wm. H. Betty cssaccssvecsscsseedeses 8 | John L. Wimer.....................-. 3 
John T. Greenwade................. 5 | Milton Lowry................ eee 5 
Esdras Ludwick..................... 4 | Isaac DUBR. cce reete nnne 4 
B.E. Popha2neueseeee EEE 9 | Warner T. High................... "m 
Isaac Dunn....... ERREAREN T 4 | John Buchanan....................- 1 
John Bucnanan.............seeseres 13 L. E. Rupple..... neci 3 
Wm. H. Boseley..... ............... 4 | Silas N. Swisher........... Desesti 3 
John M. Trow.......csssccessseeeees 2 | Mary Hamer... ies ese Ino 3 
Lizzie Wilson... esee eee eene cece 4 | O.C. Boseley... e oeeteoe iicet ores 4 
David Gosorn........................ 2.4. R: Bs Petit. dieere sisgesrsiss 8 
Solomon Clark............... — 4 | Mary A. Howard |.................. 5 
Lawrence Holt....................... 4 | A. J. MeGartny... ii eeeeeeeo nones 3 
Laura Clayton....................... 3 | JH. Offnér...... ee rennen 8 


Griffin T. -Daily............ ........ 4 


MONONGALIA COUNTY —H. L. Cox, Supt. 


Permit me to say that the statistics of, the several townships have not 
been furnished with sufficient exactness to enable me to make a report 
for the county, which is at once both full and correct. ‘ 

To obtain correct statistics, as matters are at present, is the most diffi- 
cult part of a county superintendent’s work, and I fear that the day when 
there will be an improvement in this respect is somewhat distant, unless 
we have a stringent provision in the law striking at the very foundation 
of this matter. It is true that the present law requires trustees, aided 
by the teacher, to make annual reports to the board of education of the 
townships, yet teachers generally do not comply with this requirement, 
and as trustees fail to keep full and accurate records of school matters in 
their respective districts, they find themselves when the time comes, 
without the necessary data from which to make reports. A failure here, 
right at the starting point, is felt throughout the entire county depart- 
ment, consequently our reports are deficient. The remedy is to have the 
law suited to the case, and then promptly enforce it against all delin- 
quents, up to and including county superintendents. I would suggest 
that a sufficient portion of the teacher’s salary be retained in the hands 
of the treasurer to compel a compliance with the law in this respect. 
Let me here add, that I cannot too earnestly urge upon trustees the im- 
portance of keeping full and correct records of all achool matters pertain- 
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ing to their respective districts. By doing this, they will.find the work 
of making reports comparatively easy. Besides, it is the-only correct 
and lawful way of transacting their business. 

In behalf of the people of this county, I call your attention to the act 
of the last Legislature placing the collection and disbursement of all 
school moneys into the hands of the sheriff. It is feared that this change 
will result in much inconvenience, especially to teachers. It is also 
feared that there exists a constitutional barrier to the repeal of this law 
during the next term of the sheriffalty, inasmuch as the sheriffs will have 
been elected and installed in office under a law making the commission 
for the collection and disbursement of the school tax a part of their sala- 
ries. Be this as it may, I trust, that if upon trial the law is found to 
work as badly as it is anticipated that it will, that its repeal be effected 
at the earliest day practical, or at least that the disbursement of school 
funds be placed in the hands of some responsible person in each town- 
ship. à 

Teachers:—1t is with pleasing anticipations of the future that I notice 
a marked improvement in our teachers—an improvement which consists 
not only in a better knowledge of the subjects taught, but also in a truer 
conception of the nature of a teacher's work. Learning alone, indispen- 
sible as it is to the teacher, will not give the most fruitful labor. Let 
the teacher realize fully his power to do good—that he, perhaps more 

_than all others, shapes the character of the future citizen and man, and 
working with the true inspiration of his calling, he cannot fail of success, 

In general, I will say that I give our school officers much credit for 
the promptness and energy with which they are doing their work. The 
levies for school purposes are, promptly made; schools are taught in 
nearly all the districts in the county; settlements are made at the proper 
times with township treasurers. There is but little indebtedness in either 
the department of schools or building. In short, since listening to your 
address at Fairmont, I have come to the conclusion that school matters 
are on a pretty good footing in this county. : 

Let me say in conclusion that I think that, with some exceptions, our 
people are proud of our school system. Those pretty white school 
houses which are scattered all over the country, not only please the eye, 
but they speak in language strong and clear of the dawn of a new era. 
Those old log hovels that were once so appalling to the stranger, have 
passed away, and in their stead now stands the neat and comfortable 
frame school house. "These are tokens of a general awakening upon this 
subject, and although there is yet, in some places, a deplorable condition 
of lethargy and stupidity, yet upon the whole I can x) say that the 
leaven is working. 

As I have not incorporated in my written report the statistics of the 
several townships, nor the aggregates and averages of the same for the 
county, I refer any who may wish to examine the latter to a tabular 
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statement accompanying the annual reports of the General Superintend- 
ent of Free Schools for the State, and the former may be seen at any 
time by. calling at my residence. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


E. B. Hall sseseeieesesetevesexersa 23| Malissa Sanders...... ......... MET. 
M. MeKee........... —À 13 4. Ee IGerhiaaen eicere oies 1 
^D dlololefsecesees votes o oed ea ean 1.| George Camphell.................. 2 
Os Bletaliep.s iei soustessesactecsarsee li W.S.Hillery.. i seececteeutesesss 13 
E.A. Brook ieri te cuerno 2: I C- WB eee ctae it 
W. B. Miner i Sees Co eese ense 8 | Ar Sta Per cess cee couse nons eau vels 1i 
D. Re Btewatticcccniesses arises 1 ^S. H. Stevens........ HERREN 2 
S. P. Spitsnagle............ .......... 235 E. Mockler.,........ e eee 3 
J. W. Brock......... quum EO $8 | W. S. Oobun......ie Leere . 14 
E. I. Eddy.......... as duce cbuacs sauaee 1}! I. B. Santee......... —— € 34 
A. G. Shriver...... EC APA 9. | L. L. SBtiverso. esses eeseceecenes 34 
M. Carpenter... s.s iessessossesesesso 2 J. S. Brookover..................... 2 
Thos, E. Gilmore ................... E. Cobu N aceon vaccceaseaseastassiees 24 
S. B. White......... EE ea dads 2i F. Howell...... — Vid Dese iode . 23 
W. Woodrüff................. eese 23| H. Re We R88... eet 23 
James OLT.....cccccccsscscsecees Peesi 2 | L. C. Beals........ —— 2 
C. H. Morris.......sssscsesresedeesee 2 | Je C, Mason......... TR — 
T. A TTDeltonos eerie ed vos euer ae Eroes 2 | S. W. Ramsey ......cccesreeseeseee 1 
S. B. Billingsly....................- 2 | John Johnston .................... . 1 
Uriah Camp... uec werte sese 2 | James Low........... ENE 2} 
Mary Lemley...... RN SAM PEDLLI M 2 
Morgan Hale............... "M 9 19.415 CoL inire evite a 2: 
C FL. Lemley asn ersa T Ee Collis coe ec Neesi 2 
E. Coleman............ n € 13| G. W. Laishley.......«....e- 4. . 2 
David Wiedman..............-.... .. 13| J. Cunningham...... sSeccntexscoeds 2 
Elza Warman....... DE TUR 24 J. BORN iso excoscetaccysecevass 2, 
C. WAT ali cessessccncsccnacves: veiro 2 | Thomas Worman.......cccsscveees 3 
H. C, ewer: sisaudisensestaslegeresace 2! A. J. Sturgis........ EEO 2 
Jas. Farrel................ n 9T AX. IDenanto i veoseoc eisein 13 
Ie n 8 | George Barb........ se eeeoese 3 
Emma Shay.................. . 9 | E. Smiley... PUN 


MONROE COUNTY—J. M. McMann, Supt. 


I had hoped to be able to forward my report to you by the last of Sep- 
tember, to accomplish which I made it a point to urge upon the 
school officers of the county the necessity of making out a full and com- 
plete report of the condition of the schools in this county, as it had 
never been represented in that respect; and upon the promise of many 
of them to have their reports ready against the time prescribed by law, 
I have delayed my report to you until this late date. But, to} wait 
longer, I fear would only delay my own report, and have nothing more 
to communicate. I distributed among the officers of the several town- 
ships all the blanks that came into my possession, upon which to report 
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tome. But, judging the future by the past, I am clearly of the opinion 
that men will not discharge the duties of their respective offices without 
remuneration; and to pay all the officers the school law requires would 
be very burdensome. But, in my opinion, the difficulty might be 
removed by lessening the number of offices. I believe that a board of 
education composed of energetic men, and a good secretary, with the 
county superintendent, are perfectly competent to transact all the school 
business of the township; and let that board be paid a reasonable com- 
pensation for their services, upon the condition that they make out and 
transmit to the county superintendent a full and complete report at the 
expiration of each year, instead of a board of trustees for each school 
district. Let there be but one board of trustees, und let the board of 
education constitute that board. . 

The cause of popular. education is evidently becoming more acceptable 
ito the people of this county. The good effects of the free school system 
are plainly seen and acknowledged by those who once opposed it to the 
bitter end. Large and comfortable school houses are now erected, and 
schools are being taught and the Gospel preached where the face of a 
school teacher was hardly ever seen, and where the Gospel was never 
preached. , 

I advertised & publie examination at Union, the county seat, and 
attended several days, but did not have a great many applicants. Up to 
this time I have examined fifty-six teachers, many of whom are well 
qualified and successful teachers. 

There are but seven townships in the county, out of which number 
only two have reported. But all have made the levy required by the 
school law. : 

Wolf Creek Township.—Tkis township has built nine frame and two 
log houses, at an average cost of $461. They have erected some of the 
best houses I have seen in the county. They kept up thirteen schools 
nearly four months, with a registered attendance of 496, and an average 
daily attendance of 340 pupils. The entire expenses for schools, houses 
and school purposes were $1,750. Cost of education per scholar, $1.143. 
The majority of schools in this township were weld attended, and taught 
by well qualified teachers. The pupils seemed to be applying themselves 
closely, arid progressing well in their studies. 

Second Creek Township.—len schools were in operation five months, 
during the past year, at the cost of $1,634.85. The average salary per 
month to teachers, $36.33. This township has built three frame and two 
log houses, at an average cost of about $330... Other houses were repaired 
and made comfortable. The houses in tbis township were all let to con- 
tract to the lowest bidder. In visiting the schools I found them very 

—‘well attended. Teachers very good, with but few exceptions. One 
colored school, taught by a very competent man, was very largely 
attended. The treasurer of the township is a very good collector—pays 
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promptly ; ; consequently the fonnshup is out of debt, and & small amount 
in the treasury. 

Red Sulphur Township NT schools were kept in operation four 
months, during the past year. They registered 680 children, bad an 
average attendance of 387, and an average daily attendance of 318 


pupils. The average monthly salary of teachers is $30. Nine new. 


houses have been built in this township, four of which have been built 
this year, at an average cost of $168.30. I spent some seven or eight 
days in this township last spring, and have just returned from there, and 
I find it now as I found it then—parties ut variance on account of the 
location of several school houses. The board of education in this town- 


_ ship has been very energetic in building houses, but rather careless in : 


contracting for house sites and securing deeds, the result of which has 
been one or two law suits and some other disputed cases. 
Union Township.—This township made no report. Hence all I can 


say in behalf of it is from my own knowledge. This township has built, 


some excellent houses, but at a very high price. Some eight or ten 
schools are kept up from four to five months in the year. An effort was 
made to procure one hundred pupils in Union, that we might secure aid 
from the Peabody Fund, but did not succeed. One colored school is also 
taught in Union, from three to five months in the year. 

Springfield Township.—'Ybis township made no report. They have 
also built some very good school houses. Their schools were taught by 
good teachers, and, as far as I know, gave general &atisfaction. I pre- 
sume both houses and schools in this township would compare favorably 
with those of other townships. 

Sweet Springs Township has made no report. The officers of this town- 
. Ship have had some opposition to contend with, yet they have succeeded 
well, both in building houses and in establishing schools. As wellasI 
recollect, they have built eight houses, the most, if not all, frame build- 
ings. They have had to levy high in order to build and keep up their 
schools, which made it very oppressive upon some of the tax-payers. 
But they have brighter days ahead, as they have supplied the township 
well with houses, There is nothing ieft for them to do but to educate, 
which I have no doubt will be dqne to their credit; for, in visiting this 
township, I found teachers and people alive to the subject of education. 
The majority of the schools in this township were well taught. The 
youth in this township, as in all others, as far as I have visited, seem to 
be bright and industrious, and all that is wanted to make the free school 
system & perfect success in this county is school officers that will work, 
and competent teachers. 

Forest Hill Township has made no report, and not being able to visit 
this township extensively, all I can say for it is from what I learn from 
some of the school officers and teachers in that township, with whom I 
talked. From all the information I can get, tbis township has not been 
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as successful in building houses and establishing schools as other town- 
ships in the county. I expect to visit each and every school in the 
county this year, and hope to be able to make such a report next year as 
will tell well for the cause of education in Monroe county. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF THEIR CERTIFCATES. 


dJ. We Bennett. sissen sis 1) M. H. Walkupinccsivedcsssteivecsvess 1 
Francis MeCraw.................... 1 | John H.Oook,... cree eno ex 
John F. Johnson.................... 2 | Lawson A. Patterson............... 3 
W.S. Cummings.......... .........— 1 { T. Hanching.s seiss scssssasi wies 2 
John Hoffman. ...................... 3 | W We BOR? asceeeecsisesteseiva de 1 
MN. D DU iode nera ie 1 | Lewis A. Krebs.................... ee 
As Ti; Peck cacseveisdssacasesensenses 1 Jehu Hank iccasescevsticsesanconis ud 
Miles Harless,................... eee 2 | W. R. J. Williams.................. 3 
Joseph P. Hines..................... 8 | Newton B. Carpenter............... 2 
Thomas H. Witt... see casvesiscses Oy P, R. Sherard. «crei va E eee 1 
Thomos A. Campbell............... 9 | Edmond L. Dunn.................. 1 
Joseph N. Parker..............,... S. J: T Moran siio inen ebore, 1 
Robert A. Patton,...... .......... 1| William Vanstavern...... Fox 2 
Phillip B. Frey ................... . 2 | George W. Campbell.............. «5 
O. W. -Broylen. ii e sceuctoeeuwn 2 | William H. Mann.................. 1 
De- H. Parker acrins visis 2 | John Osborn..................- 2 
James A. Harvy................. .. 1| William H. Morgan............... 1 
. Charles Campbell. ................. 4 | John A. Wallace..................-. 1 
G. K. Lathrop...... sisine . 1| Algernon Maston.............. ne 1 
B. B. H. Itóns.z.ooenceesessee 2 | Cyrus E. Nealociosceseovescodes- d 
Mary S. Carnifix.................... -4 | Drury B. Easly.................... .2 
Elizabeth Bostick................... 4 | Asberry C. MeNeer................. 1 
R. C. Christie....... — € » 1| James Perry.................. T 2 
Rufus M. Smith............ ....... 1| F. M. Trüslow........... eee 2 
GQ. T. Walker. « Gsavecexvessevexos 1] Mary Damron........... dives ind 
C. W. Humphreys.................. 1| Mg. Bittinger..................... 1 
T. R. Thrasher........ POCHE SEN 1| Madison S. Rown... ..............-. 1 
Robert C. Skaggs................. «. 1| Thomas R. Mitchell................. 1 
Alonzo M. Hutchinson. ........... 1 | John T. Ballard .................... 1 
1 


Gaston Dunsmote.....ccccevececees iN 
t 


MORGAN COUNTY—W. H. Porter, Supt. 


I find it impossible to obtain from boards of education reports which 
are full and free from error, and it is useless to return them for correc- 
tion, as they are to a great extent based upon the reports of trustees, and 
these are generally very deficient in point of accuracy. 

This remissness of duty may possibly be owing to the fact that trustees 
receive no compensation for their services, and are therefore negligent, 
and often fail in transmitting to the township clerk full reports of their 
respective districts. In many cases, however, I regret to state, that this 
discrepancy is owing to incompetency. It is almost an impossibility to 
procure suitable persons to act in these subordinate offices, the most com- 
petent being ineligible to office. 7 
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I have visited all the schools in the county once, and some, oftener; 
have delivered eleven public lectures, which were well attended. I also 
bave addressed the pupils with a view to encourage and stimulate them to 
renewed efforts in their studies. 

The teachers were generally faithful and industrious. Parents have 
not visited the schools as often as they should have done, which lack of 
co-operation has rather discouraged both teachers and pupils. But the 
conviction of the necessity of education appears to prevade the publie. 
mind more and more, and there are not wanting patriotic and disinter- 
ested men, who do notshrink from the track, however cheerless and 
thankless, of getting the system into proper working order. 

School Houses.—The whole number of school houses in the county at 
the close of the year, was twenty-five. Several remain to be completed. 

Examinations. There was one public examination of teachers held last 
year, and also a number of private ones, at which I examined thirty-one 
teachers. The names and grade of certificate you will find annexed to 
my report. 

Teachers’ Association.—I have not yet organized a teachers’ associa- 
tion. It has been my earnest desire to do so, but I find it impossible to 
expect the teachers of the whole county to assemble at the county seat 


during the winter term, and shall therefore endeavor to organize town-* 


ship associations, which I hope to make both interesting and profitable. 
Apparatus.—There still exists a great deficiency in school apparatus, 
and it appearslike an endless work to convince trustees and boards of 
education that certain apparatus for the school room is Een to facil- 
itate the efforts of the industrious teacher. = 
In conclusion, I am happy to be able to say that there is a decided 
improvement in the character of our schools. The mists of bigotry are 


- gradually being dispersed, and we cheerfully look forward to “ brighter 


and better days.” Whether or not my labors have been profitable, I 
know the office has been unprofitable tome; I have suffered considerable 
pecuniary sacrifice, won the approbation of many valued friends, and 
aroused the hostility of a few enemies, toward whom (the enemies) I 


exercise in silence, more contemptuous pity than vituperative animosity. - 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


D. C. Weller........ PAE Ea 21 Thos. N. Houston.................. 2 
James A. Cooper............... ee 1 | Benj. B. Simpson............. — 2 
John D. C. MeClelland.....;...... 1 | Noah Brumette..................... 2 
N. McKinley .................-. ess 21 T. A. Long. AT TE 2 
A. J. Schaff... "€ John J. Toka ee 2 


Thomas Stallings... TESEN J. E. Stouffer........................ 8 


. 2 
nA 
B. N. Freshour..............e s 2 
Josephus Van Gosen....... sara a 
Tad. Peck. scceessecisce istos 2 
Martin L. Peck ORNARE: 2, 


William Cromie Mednis 1 
James G. Michael.............. ... 2 
Ella C. Bevans........... ........... 9 
B. E. Shockey. .cessesssceceseee ssor 4 


v 
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W. H. MeCullough................. 1 | J. Bufas Smith....................... 1 
N. H. Newman.............. eee 2 | B. F. Largent...................-.-.. 8 
John N. Stillwell. eeens 2 | Perry Williamson.............-.--- 4 
John H. Clabaugh................ . 2| Ella Whitford................... e 2 
Noah Potter................... eee 3 | Nannie G. Cook..................... 8 


Joseph F. Burton.................... 2 
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NICHOLAS COUNTY-—J. H. RozrNsoN, Supt. 


From several causes, over which I had no control, my report is not as 
full and complete in statistical and financial details as I had desired it* 
to be. The officers, whose duty it was to report, and from whose reports 
my details are gathered, failed to report i in dde time. Nnotwithstanding 
proper blanks were furnished them, in most of cases, and they were re- 
peatedly urged by me to make up their reports in the time prescribed 
by law, with a few exceptions the returns were not received until very 
recently, and when received were deficient in several particulars. I have 
already said enough in that direction, and am willing to bear my part 
of the responsibility, and proceed at once to do the best I can under the 
circumstances. p 

This county is divided into six townships, Mumble-the-peg, Kentucky, l 
Wilderness, Jefferson, Grant and Summersville. 

Mumble-the-peg has twelve school districts, in seven of which are good 
and comfortable hewn-log school houses; and in two other districts 
houses Will probably be finished ready for winter schools. Steps are be- 
ing taken to have the remaining houses finished before the close of the 
next school year. There are 384 youths enumerated in this township, 
out of which 239 attended school during the past year. Eight schools 
were taught an average of nearly three months each, with a daily 
average attendance of 1903. Avarage salaries for teachers, per month, 
$28 00. Total value of school property $2,503 92. The financial affairs 
of this township are in an unsett!ed condition ; I am therefore unable to 
report the balance on hand. In point of progress, in the noble cause of 
the free school system, this is the banner township in the county. Iam 
happy to state the system of free schools is met by less opposition than in 
any other township. 

Kentucky.—This township is divided into five school districts, with sev- 
en tolerably comfortable log school houses. Seven schools were in opera- 
tion in the last year an avérage of three months. Youth attending 
school, 133. Daily average attendancej80. Average salaries of teachers, 
$2190 per month. Total value of school property, $1,079. It may 
readily be seen from the value of school property that the houses are'of 
an ordinary character. I attended the office of the secretary of the board 

of education in this township,- and assisted the secretary in making his 
` * 
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report, which was principally made from papers-in the office, no reports 
being returned by trustees, with one or two exceptions. 

Wilderness.—There are eight school districts in this township, in two 
of which are log school houses built, and in six of which the houses are 
being built. There were five schools taught in this township in the last 
year. Number attending school, 126, with a daily average attendance 
of 98. This township has been slow in putting the school system in 
operation ; but as the interests of the people have become awakened, I 
feel well assured that the cause of education will advance. 

Jefferson.—In this’ township there are five school districts, in three of 
which are new school houses—two log and one frame. Three schools 
were taught in this township during the past year, one by a female 
teacher and two by male teachers. Average salaries, per month, $23 75. 
Number of youth attending schools, 156. Number enumerated, 947. 
Value of school property, $918 00. 

Grant.—This township has six'school districts, in five of which schools 
were in operation last year, an average of a little over three months 
each. Youth attending school, 174. Daily average attendance, 117. 
Enumeration of youth, 300. In this township are four commodious frame 
school houses, and one log. Average salaries to teachers, $32 18. Total 

value of school property, $1,796. 

Summeraville.—This township is situated a little south-west of the Gilde 
dle of the county. In this township are three school districts, in which 
three schools were taught last year. Each district is supplied with a 
good comfortable school house. I am not able to report about the sta- 
tistical and financial concerns of this township, on account of the office of 
the secretary of the Bonta of education being destroyed by fire during 
the school year. 

* General Summary.—This county has thirty-nine school districts, in 
which thirty-one schools were in operation during the past school year, 
an average of about three months each. Number of youth attending 
schools, 828, (Summersville township not reported,) with a daily average 
attendance of 486.5, (Jefferson and Summersville townships not included.) 
Number studying orthography, 648; reading, 497; writing, 310; arith- 
metic, 115; geography, 46; English grammar, 77; Summersville town- 
ship not reported in any of the branches of learning. In this county 
there are twenty-seven school houses built, eight of that number are 
frame, thirteen houses not yet completed, but will probably be finished 
during the next year. Total value of school property, (not | including 
Summersville township,) $6,685 92. The amount of levy for this year, 
not reported in any of the towhships except Mumble-the-peg, as my 
financial report shows. The number of youth enumerated, 1,795. All 
the township boards of education have made the levy required by the 
44th section of chapter 45 of the Code of West Virginia. 
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Conelusion.—In conclusion, necessity and experience suggest that sec- 
iion 60 of the school law be so amended as to enable the apportionment 
of the State school fund to be made earlier in the year, at such time as 
will give the township boards of edueation an opportunity of making the 
school levy required by law, before the time their school reports are due. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Isaac A. Dix........................-. 5 | Andrew J. Chapman............... 4 
Col. John Brown.................... 3 | Archibald MeQueen...... ......... 3 
Peter Thonnton....................- 4 | Thomas Callison......... TERMES 8 
James S. Hill......................-. 4 | P. D. Horan............. ecc Í 
Daniel A. Peck.................... . 9| William MeClung.................. 5 
Sarah F. Cox..... ............ eee 5 | Michael MeMalcom........... "T 8 
Franklin Atwood.................... 9 | Sarah C. Thomas.................... 4 
James H. Ward...................2 5 | D. D. Dix.............eecee eene as 4 
Thomas Morton...............-...-- 9 | Bernard N. McCutcheon........ .. 5 


el 


$ 


OHIO COUNTY—Jos. Burrows, Supt. 


The report hereby transmitted, has been delayed by the failure of 
boards of education to report at the proper time. Some of the reports 
had to be returned for correction, and came back the second time, in very 
imperfect condition. This was due, not to neglect or want of proper 
qualifications on the part of the clerks, but to defective reports of trus- 
tees. The report of the condition, statistical and financial, of the schools, 
is as complete as I could possibly make it from the data at hand. This 
county, exclusive of the city of Wheeling, comprises four townships, 
Ritchie, Liberty, Triadelphia, and Richland, and one independent dis- 
trict, Leatherwood. 

Ritchie Township has two schools, one primary and one graded, both 
of which were kept in operation for ten months, during the past school 
year. The graded school, situated in Ritchietown, now incorporated 


_with Wheeling, employs six teachers—one male principal, and five fe- 


male assistants. It is a good school, and well managed. A new school 
house is, however, badly needed. The township is in good condition finan- 
cially, having a balance on hands of $177.92. 

Liberty Township has nine schools, all primary. They were kept in 
operation an average of 72 months. Each district is furnished with a 
good school house, and five of them with good furniture. The year was 
closed with a balance on hands of $789.87. 

Triadelphia Township has eleven schools, ten primary and one graded. 
They were kept open six months. All of the districts but one are fur- 
nished with good houses, and good furniture. Four of them have been 
built during the present year. One, for a graded school, on the National 
road is two stories high, 26x40 feet ; lower story 11 feet in the clear, and, ` 


ScgoonL REPORT. 131 


the upper one 12 feet. Another house, for graded school, in the town of 
Triadelphia will be placed under contract, as soon as possible. This will 
complete the buildings in this township. Three of-the houses built this 
year are to be paid for with interest bearing township bonds, which will 


necessarily increase the cost of them. The township had no balance on. 


hand at the close of the year. 

Richland Township has eight schools, all primary. They were kept 
open an average of 6$ months. Two houses were built this year, and 
one more will complete the number. The financial condition of this 
township is good, it having a balance on hand of $1,160.49. 

The Independent District of Leatherwood was incorporated by the 
Legislature of 1870. It has neither school nor school house, and I have 
had no report from it. A petition, numerously signed by the citizens of 
Triadelphia township, to which it originally belonged, for the repeal of 
the bill, was brought before the Legislature, but too late to have any ac- 
tion taken on it. The enumeration of the district is but 28. I would 


recommend the repealing of the bill constituting it an independent dis- 


trict. 

Cost of Education per Pupil.—You E sea by the report, statistical 
and financial, that the whole number of scholars enrolled was 3,007. 
The amount apportioned for schools was $11,478,99, subtracting 
$2,124,28, the balance on hand, we have remaining $9,354.71 as the 
amount expended for schools during the year. Dividing by 1,686, the 
number attending school, we get $5.541427 as the cost. Dividing by 
1,071, the number in daily attendance, we get $8.73;45%, as the cost per 
pupil in actual daily attendance. 

Certificates.—47 certificates were issued, 13 No. 1's, 20 No. 2's, 12 No. 
9's, and one No. 4. Certificates of appointment to the Normal School at 
West Liberty were issued to more than the number apportioned to the 
country districts. Professor Williams, of Wheeling, not having any ap- 
plieants for the position, gave me permission to appoint for the whole 
county, I did not keep a record of those appointed, and am unable to 
report in regard to them. " 

Public Examinations were held on the third Saturday of each month. 
When but one applicant was present, I generally examined orally. 
When more than one, the written method was adopted. Ten 
questions were asked on each branch, aud answers were required 
to 80 per cent. of them, in order to obtain a No. 1 certificate. I gave 
all the young teachers the best advice and instruction inmy power. I 
directed all to be very careful in filling the blanks in the monthly re- 
ports, and have instructed clerks to withold orders until the blanks are 
properly filled. 

Visits.—As my term of office did not commence until January, and I 
was then engaged in teaching, I did not visit any of the schools until 
spring. Thirty four visits were then made. I generally passed the day 
_ in each school, hearing classes, noting deficiencies and correcting them, 
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addressing the scholars, &c. In several schools I found books not di- 
rected. In such cases, I called the attention of the teacher to the author- 
ized series, and ordered the change to be made. The number of visits by 
other officers was 120. Í 

Houses—There are 30 school houses in the county, all new except 
6. Those for primary schools are 26x36 feet, with vestibule, and I have 
approved of no plan that did not specify a distance of 12 feet from floor 
to ceiling. Those built the past year are all furnished with the hinge 
feat and desk. We hope, in the coming year to complete the building 
of houses. 

Attendance,—The attendance in the schools was not as good as it should 
be, the number in attendance being only 35 per cent of the enrolment. 
This is, however, an increase of 2 per cent over the attendance during the 
preceding year. 

In conclusion, I would say that Ohio county has reason to be proud 
of her schools. The teachers are gaining in efficiency. The people are 
awaking to a sense of their duty and interest, and beginning to labor 
with the teachers in the great work of education. Out of the 47 teachers 
examined, 84 are residents of the county, and I can give no better proof 
of the efficiency of our schools than the fact that a majority of them ob- 
tained their education in the common schools of this county, This fact 
alone speaks volumes for the teachers and scholars, and the management 
of the schools, i 

Great credit is due to the members of boards of-education in the dif- 
ferent townships for the praiseworthy manner in which they executed 
the duties of their office. The more so, as they are required to labor 
without any remuneration, On the principle, that “ the laborer is worthy 
of his hire,” I would suggest an amendment to the school law, allowing 
them a per diem for each day they are employed in actual business con- 
cerning the schools, 

As my connection with the schools of the county, as superintendent, 
will close with the present year, I take this opportunity of returning 
my thanks for the prompt manner in which you have furnished all 
things needed in connection with the office. Hoping that Providence 
will bless your efforts in the great cause of education, I remain with sen- 
timents of respect. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


D. E. Bigot ais ciscoseataneasesnones 2 | L. Jackson Baker .............. M 
George Ralston.....................- 2 | Samuel Oller................ Verba 3 
Abbie J, Wallace.................. . 3 | Fannie L. MeDonough........... . 2 
Sallie Armstrong  .......... ("— 2 | Mary E. Hedges.................... 2 
Mollie Elliott...... ——Á— 2 | Tillie L. Dunlap .................-. 2 
Mary J. Cochran......... ........... 2 | Lizzie J. Roney..................... 1 
Christy A. MoCoy................ . 9 | Amanda W. Maxwell.............. 1 
Sarah J. Hedges............... s... 3 | John Howard... sees 2 


George I, Garrison... ............... 8 | Dora P. Hervey............ ——Ü I 
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GO. Dunlap esas cette des ees . 9 | Jennie C. Shannon.................. 2 
Mary Belle Steele.......... ........ 3 | Thomas Shannon ....... ——— 3 
Jennie MeKee,................... e 2 | Frank Fred, Winter......... .... 1 

"J. P, McCammon ............. e 2 | Miss J. E. Wallace .............-.-. 3 
T. A IR BOPLY cscs cnet b> se ces nace 1 | Elizabeth Hamilton................. 3 
John C. Faris.................. eee 1 | Bell Graham................ eec. 2 
Brooks Hedges...................... 2 | Miss E. J. Stephens....... — ( 8 
A. C. Gamble.......... — tias 2 | Mary A. Cross.............. e 9 
Stella D. Eckloff.................... A | L. O. Smith................- eee 1 
Mary E. English.................... 2 | Amelia Bade ........................ 1 
Robert Hamilton.................... 1 | J. G. DERIBOE uio ete oie oe rei 2 
James H. Cooke..................... 1 | Martin L. Imhoff.................... 1 
Lizzie Durbin........................ 2 | Martha Thornburgh................ 2 
Charles F. Butler................... 2 | Lizzie McKee... ................-. 2 
William F. Simonton.............. 1 


PENDLETON COUNTY—H. W. ARBOGAST, Supt. 


The annual report of this county is incomplete and unsatisfactory. - 
The utmost endeavors to secure complete returns, failed. I was encour- 
aged with the interest manifested during the progress of the schools, but 
disappointed in the reports. Upon examination of the trustees’ and 
teachers’ reports, I found very few correct. I attribute this to the ineffi- 
ciency of the officers and teachers. Until more competent officers take 
the place of the present incumbents, I fear the schools will not manifest 
the interest they should. 

Bethel Township had five schools, which were kept in operation four 
months—also one colored school, which is the first colored school taught 
in the county. I have no report as to the number attending this school; 
the secretary overlooked it. I am informed that it was successfully 
taught. The board of education of Bethel township have used consid- 
erable discretion, a3 well as financial economy, in the construction of 
school houses, &c. The houses are commodious, with good seats, desks, 
and black-boards. They levied a tax last year, but did not collect it, 
owing to the surplus in the treasury. Miss Jennie Stinespring and 
Benjamin Funk deserve notice for the manner in which they conducted 
schools in this township. 

Circleville.—The report from this township does not compare with 
reports of former years, notwithstanding schools were successfully taught 
in each district. I visited all the schools and they seemed to be well 
represented. Pupils were using the prescribed books; yet no mention is 
made of books in the report. It was too late to return reports, and I 
was obliged to give them as they were handed me. In my last report, 
which was not published, I made mention of the energy manifested by 
the board, which is due them this year. Ihave but one complaint to 
make, and that is, with regard to the insufficiency of the report. This 
township has no standing debt. Houses are all finished ata cost of $350. 
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Franklin.—No report from this township. Why it has not been sent 
in is a query. Ten schools were taught, among which was the school 
taught by James W. Johnson, in Franklin, who deserves much credit.. 
The secretary might have furnished a creditable report. One new house 
has been built at a cost of $600. Itis a model. T 

Mill Run.—A meagre report has been received from this township, 
owing to the incapacity of the secretary. Three houses were burnt last 
year, the work of incendiaries. I think more stringent measures should 
be taken to prevent such outrages. The board are preparing to rebuild. 
The financial report isa failure. I think a better secretary might be 
appointed. 

Union.—The teachers were not a choice selection, and did not give 
general satisfaction. The trustees acted upon the hypothesis that if they 
hired foreign teachers it would take the money out of the county. This 
idea has invaded the minds of the people, which proves detrimental to 
their interests. In some instances the trustees employed teachers, paid 
them large salaries, charged them enormous prices for boarding—thus 
converting the public money to their"own use. One ‘school house was 
built this year, at a cost of $240, which completes the buildings in this 
township. 

Sugar Grove.—Since the past year much has been done to improve the 
schools and school houses in Sugar Grove township. No trustees were 
acting, This deficiency has been supplied since the abolishment of the 
test oath. The report is far better this year than any preceding year. 
Ten schools were taught, as will be seen, in the tabular report. 

Conclusion.—It will be seen from the foregoing reports that forty-five 
schools are reported. Add to this ten schools in Franklin township, not 
reported, and it makes fifty-five schools taught in the county ; one for 
every district. The number of youth enrolled for the county 2,255 
whites, and 30 colored, making a total of 2,285, which does not corres- 
pond with the enumeration, which is 2,330. This shows that the reports 
are not correct. Male teachers 52, females 2; total 54, If I had time 
to recapitulate and examine the offices of secretaries I could make this 
report more complete. As it is, I must ask pardon. 

J am convinced that if the reports had been fairly presented, and all 
statistical and financial matter recorded in the office of the secretaries, it 
would have thrown a different light upon the school system in this county. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


William F. Dyer.................... 4.1 H As Nagios eeseesee tese eeene cerea? 2 
Geo. T. Wilson......... ........ "— 4 | S. W. Mullenox..................--. 8 
Benjamin Funk......... —À 2 | Mary M. Hoover................. one 
d. R. HUNK Onsen cervatocauiseversouass 3 | Robert Hildebrand........... jedes 5 
George W. Keracofe................ 5 | Joseph A. Hodge.................... 5 
Robert Q. Nelson......... ......-. 4 | William H. Lough......... € 5 


E. A. Cunningham....... TRIER 4 i James W. Johnson......5.......... L 
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J. A. Cassady........................ 2 | William H. Dunkle............... 5 
Mordecai Dove............... — 5 | John G. Dahmer. ................... 4 
Samuel W. Burkholder............ Be) John Teter ureecsesesi eo tin esanxs 4 
John Roudebush................. .. 2 | Simeon H. Mallow.................. 5 
Susan M. Tunple.................... 5 | Anderson N. Calaw................. 4 
Geo. W. Teter... ...........-.-. 2. O | Reuben Vance........ eee eee eee 5 
< William M. Sehmucker............ 9 | S. P. Devericks..................... 3 
John S. Bond........................ A | E. Hammer.............- eere 5 
Charles J. Heite..................... 4 | William Hills....................«»- 5 
H. C. Masters.............-..e eere 5 | George W. Shirk..................... 4 
B. S. Bains....... UR 5 | Thomas Harman.................... 4 
Jacob Harman......... ........... . 4 | George A. Eye............... eene 5 
A. M. Hevener...... SERE ME Res 5 l M. GCOWBGE «i eive etur eeot i eve ue 4 
George W. Pitsenbarger...... ..... 0. | H, W. Pope ee eee titer 4 
Sallie A. Kiester........ Ssasbwaswase 5 | Jennie Stinespring.................. 2^ 
Jay Sullenberger.................... 5 | John W. Armentrout............... 9 
Cyrus Simmons.....................-- 4 | Samuel H. Eye.................. Se A 
John D. Yokum...... m 4 4 | Levi $. Byrd. ocoeseeooteccesevse o 
"E. W. Phillips........................ 9 | William J. Foltz ......... E e. 0 


PLEASANTS COUNTY—Wwm. N. Jones, Supt. 


Enclosed find the annual report of the free schools of Pleasants county, 
for the year ending September 30, 1870. I regret that it has been 
delayed till now. But, for its completion, I had to wait for the report 
of Grant township, which I obtained only on the 10th of this month 
(October). Some items are incomplete, and others somewhat incorrect, 
though as nearly correct as they could be obtained, but I hope we will 
be able to do better in the future. The complaint is that the trustees 
failed to report. But I am inclined to think that a great deal of the 
trouble arises from. the neglect of boards-of education to make prompt 
settlements with the treasurers. But, while trustees and boards have 
been remiss, I am happy to state that we are still progressing, consider- 
ing our circumstances, in the way of schools, school houses, furniture, 
apparatus, &c. Lafayette township is erecting one very good house this 
fall. It will be completed on or before the first of December. There 
are but few officers in this county as yet, who can be relied on to furnish 
statistics. 


— 


` POCAHONTAS COUNTY—C. J. SrvrriNG, Supt. 


During the time my report covers, schools have been taught, with a 
few exceptions, in all the districts in the county, many of them giving 
complete satisfaction. The act of the Legislature repealing the teachers’ l 
oath has done much for the schools here. The school houses are nearly 
all completed, and the levy for building purposes will then be dispensed 


186 Sonoon REPORT. 


with, The great objection to the free schools now is that they do not 
continue long enough. And this is true. Three or four months in the 
year is not enough. They should continue not less than eight months in 
the year. This, however, can be remedied in the future, at least to some * 
extent, by increasing the school fund, when the buildings are all finished, 
and also we hope by the increase of the State fund. 

All the townships have laid the levy for school and building purposes. 
The boards of education have sent in their reports, although trustees 
failed very generally to report, partly from incompetency to fill their 
blanks, and partly through neglect. The teachers being absent, the reg- 
` isters being in the clerk’s office, and not having kept any memorandum, 
they were without the necessary information. I think it would be easier 
to get the reports made if the blanks could be furnished at the beginning 
of the year, so that the trustees and teacher might together fill the 
reports. There was one colored school taught in Union township, by a 
colored man, for two and a half months. He did not give entire satis- 
faction, His salary amounted to fifty dollars, at twenty dollars per 
month. The number attending school was, males 17, females 11; total, 
28. Average attendance was, males 9, females 7; total, 16. Number 
studying orthography, 28; reading, 4. Contingent expenses, $6 34; 
total expenses, $56 34; cost per pupil, $3 52. 

I advertised and held five public examinations in different parts of the 
county, during the last week in August, and although notice had been 
given about two months before, yet but few attended. We still need 
many copies of the school law, for commissioners and trustees. I had a 
few blanks for trustees’-reports left. These I distributed, and advised 
the secretary of the board of education of each township to insist on 
having the report properly filled before the teacher ‘shall receive his 
salary. This plan could be adopted fully, if we had a sufficient number 
of blanks. 


PRESTON COUNTY—Taos. Fortney, Supt. ` 


Unavoidable events have prevented the completion of this report at an 
earlier date. I assumed the responsibilities of the office of superintend- 
ent ata time when some of our common schools had closed ; and hence the 
pleasure of visiting, except in a few cases, was denied me. I have, hów- 
ever, endeavored to acquaint myself with the condition of the schools of 
this county, and am happy to call your attention to the results of my 
own observation, and the information derived from school officers. 

We have no inconsiderable number of faithful, devoted teachers, whose 
labors are devoted to the best interests of those under their charge—men 
and women who possess the true spirit of the teacher; a spirit that seeks 
not alone pecuniary emoluments, but desires to be in the highest degree, 
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useful to those who are to be taught; a spirit that can recognise and rev- 
erence the handiwork of God in every child, and that burns with the 
desire to be instrumental in training it to the highest attainments of 
which itis capable; a spirit that elevates above every thing else, the cul- 
ture of the immortal mind, and that trembles under the responsibilities 
of attempting to be its educator. In general, the common schools have 
given satisfaction, at least in a large majority of cases. But like all 
other institutions tending to the elevation and culture of the human 
mind and heart, the school system finds its enemies here, as well as else- 
where. But the opposing elements of ignorance and prejudice are rece- 
ding as the light of science and general intelligence advances. 


If permitted to particularize, which may not be amiss in this connec- 
tion, I will advert to the Portland select high school, under the supervi- 
sion of Professor J. B. Chaffin, and the school of the independent district, 
Brandonville, under the supervision of Professor Henry J. Boatman. 
These schools were largely attended during the last spring term. The 
attendance of the former was 150. These gentlemen are doing good 
service for the educational interests of Preston county. Many young 
men and women are being instructed by them, who will volunteer as 
soldiers in that noble, but ill-rewarded band of philanthropists, that 
* points to brighter worlds and leads the way." 

I held public examinations at these places, and was delighted to wit- 
ness the modest determination of the pupils, some of whom joined the 
class of teachers, with the design of teaching during the ensuing winter; 
others with the zeal of Young Americans, to know how well they could 
pass the examination. In both cases the result was gratifying. The 
greatest obstacle at present, is the want of professional teachers, and this, 
there is every reason to believe will be supplied after the lapse of a few 
years. l 

According to section 54 of the school law, I have a few suggestions to 
make relative to sections 21 and 22 of school law. No one but secreta- 
ries and superintendents know how difficult it is to obtain correct and 
timely reports from trustees ; and as every report depends, either directly 
or indirectly, on the punctuality of trustees, it is highly essential that 
they either be instructed with reference to their duties, by being sup- 
plied with copies of the law, or that the information sought from them, 
according to the present construction of the law, be derived from other 
sources by a change in the law. . 


Would it be inconvenient, by changing the law, for the secretaries to 
take or cause to be taken the enumeration of youth of their township, 
thereby avoiding the perplexity of having to wait for a “ convenient sea- 
son,” in which, trustees may make the required returns, or of continually 
reminding them of their duties? In either case allowing a “ reasonable 
compensation "' for services. Section 22. The teachers could give to 
the secretaries, all the information that “ trustees’ reports” give, and 


- 


! 
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each teacher could perform his work in less than thirty minutes, if the 
blank registers were prepared for this purpose. Consequently, when the 
schools close, and the teachers have filed their registers, as they are re- 
quired to do in order to obtain their salary, the secretary has at hand 
the materials for the report of the “board of education,” without- the 
necessity of distributing blanks for “ trustees’ reports," and waiting for 
their return. 

I design visiting the schools the ensuing winter, and hope to be 
able to prepare a much more interesting report for 1871. In the mean 
time I hope to be instrumental in accomplishing some good. No one 
possesses more-ardent hopes of the future than I do, nor looks to the 
bright vista with greater zeal, when by the diffusion of general knowlédge, 
and good and virtuous sentiments, our political fabric may be secure, as 
well against open violence and overthrow, as-against the slow but sure 
undermining of licentiousuess. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


JN Loyda 1 | Elsie Rohrbough.................... 3 
Marcellus Jeffreys .................. 2 | Lou, E. Holyfeld.................. 2 
Felix Elliot ......... TERS T 2 | John Fiehael......................-. 3 
S. N. Springer .......... eee 4 | L. M. Trowbridge.................. 1 
Thomas Fortney................. eO 1 | A, F. Simpson.......... paperless 2 
A. P. Bonafield ....... Vost is ved sui . 1| Wm. M, O, Dawson............... 3 
Peter R. Smith....................... 2 | Samuel Freeland.................... 4 
Elijah P. MeGinnis................. 2 | Caroline Leach..................... 3 
J. T. Stewarl............e eee eere 3 | Elmie E. Forman....... E S 
J. N. Gans...... —Á— 9 | Martha Forquer ..... — A 2 
B. B. Conley, ie eéveexasiveao vaina 9 | James M. Chidester................. 2 
Charles E: Brown.................. 2 | Charles M, Wolf.................... 4 
E G. Jeffreys......... ossa geek asd 2 | Hosea Metheny..................... 4 
Isaac P. Martin..................-. 9 | Jacob J. Martin..............-«-. 4 
Jacob M. Rogers................... 2 | Hattie Ridenour..................... 4 
S, C, Cole........ ERS TE E 2 | Samuel A, Fike...............-.-... 4 
D. G. Watson............. eere 2 | Joseph Miller......................-. 4 
John W., Watson................-. 2 | A. S. Baumgardner........... Wiens 4 
G. B. Hill... eere nen 4 | Thaddeus Cunningham............ 2 
Miss J. B, Trippett.............. .. 2| L, G, Reppert....................- . 9 
Be ©. COLMAN wos eeeeésevessuseuws 2 | E. J, Fringer........... — 4 
Newton S. Michael ................. 8 | Morgan S. Wilson.................. 2 
Stephen Stansbury.................. 2| Wm. H, McGinnis................. 4 
hA EGO M 2 | G, A, Fearer ............ ....--- "E 
Samuel Jd, Lin....................... 9 | Wm. A. Miller.....................-. 4 
Lee Cuppett.......................2.. 4 | Ami Boyer................- eere 2 
B. H, Elsey...... MT pewsaveens vow 2 | Jesse Martin......ccscseccssecsccevaces 3 
Susan E. Hays..................... 2 | Lizzie B. Gibson.................... 2 
Eliza A, Árnold..................... 231 B. OG. Parks a eene erteilen 3 
Amy C, Gregg... cieeeee es io aas eei 9 | Mrs, Sue H. Baker.................. 1 
Ruth R, Crane........... haesen 2 | Re Wis AMODFOO co eiissogss "(— 1 
J, B. Chaffin......... —— seve 1| Anne Drabell...... ................. 2 
Philetus Lipscomb....... users L | E-A, ACAD véssucetvsaaetorsicevs snes 3 


Jacob Tutzy ,.... eee acgaavad "9009059 9 L. D. Heath.. eeeve "OP M 4 
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Hampton Werner................. 3 | John H. Lyons.....................-- 3 
John F. Porter. .......... ....... 4 | Robert McCracken................. 3 
George W, White................-. 4 | M. J, Thomss................. soeces 2 
John W. Conner................. 3 | Mary I, C. Painter.............. ne 9 
Amelia Clark........ o ee eterne 2 | Jobn H. Feather.................... 2 
C. A, OClark............. asas needs 2 | Jacob L, Eichelberger............ 1 
Hezekiah Lowe...................-- 3 | M D. Bowers reete Disha a 
J. E. David......sssesssssocsseecseres 1 | John J. Ritenour................. .. 2 
Sanford F. Bennett............... 3 | M.S. Bryte...... EP 1 
George E, Bishoff......... EE 4 | Charles Vansickle.................. 3 
Henry B, Call. anna 9 | Ed. Falkenstine............. ERN 8 
Marcellus J. Brown......... — 8 | George Lamb......................-. 4 
Melher H. Jeffreys............ ...... 2 | Henry J. Boatman................. 1 
Mary E. Jeffreys............... oo 2| Wm, S. Armstrong...............- 9 
George E. Guthrie.................. 2 | Josiah Ditmore..................... 3 
J AL CUppi isse esae rena enero 1| Luvenia Potter..................... 3 
Sadie A. Baker.............. TEE 2 | Henry F., Poehisscsssscaceccssesess 3 
Je ING BR EOE uo dec acte et s 2 | Clayton W. Richards........... 344 


A. B, Rohrbough.................. 1 | Andrew Sutton................. 2 


ES 


PUTNAM COUNTY —J. C. LININGER, Supt, 


My statistical and financial reports are very incomplete, not to say 
very incorrect, notwithstanding I have used every means at my command 
to make them both complete and correct. Such will necessarily be the 
case so long as we have so many subordinate officers. “ What is every- 
body’s. business is nobody’s business," is a well established saying, more 
true than poetical. I do not mean to say that the public schools, and 
the promotion of their interests, are not everybody’s business, but I do 
mean that everybody should not be officially concerned in them. We 
should not have as many officers as there are pupils, This is hyper- 
bolical, but in some instances very nearly true. District trustees are, in 
my opinion, not only unneeded, but, as shown by experience, a clog in 
the school machinery, and should at once be disposed of, for various rea- 
sons, some of which are as follows: 1st. A great majority of them are 
wholly unqualified to perform the duties required of them by law ; and 
this state of things must necessarily exist for a series of years, because of 
the very limited system of education previous to the adoption of the 
present free school system. 2d. So great a number of officers can only 
tend to create confusion, dissatisfaction and difficulty, while at the same 
time they are not, nor can they be, of any practical benefit to the schools, 
but a positive injury to the system. 3d. They receive no compensation 
for whatever of their duties they do perform, and consequently feel under 
no moral obligation to comply with the requirements of the law, looking 
upon what labor they perform as a gratuity. Hence, as a general thing, 
they do nothing, and are only in the way. | 
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The respective boards of education should have, ‘and exercise, all the 
authority now vested in them and the trustees, and perform all the duties 
of both, and be reasonably compensated therefor. As the law now 
stands upon the statute, the commissioners are held to strict accounta- 
bility for compliance with the law, are liable for misconduct in office, 
neglect of duty, and for all things else for which public officers are 
responsible, and makes them, in the fullest sense, the servants and agents 
of the public, with certain duties to perform, and pecuniary penalty 
attached for the neglect of those duties. For the slightest mistake the 
board is responsible—responsible for everything and paid for nothing. 

Section 30th of the school law provides that “the county superin- 
tendent may, with the consent of the trustees, directors, or board having 
charge of the school in which he may be teaching, revoke the certificate 
of a teacher for any cause that would have justified the withholding 
thereof,” &c. These trustees, whom the county superintendent must con- 
sult in reference to a teacher's qualifications, are, in many instances, 
morally and intellectually unqualified to judge of the qualifications of 
him to whom they would entrust the education of their children. This 
section is simply a burlesque. While the county superintendent is sup- 
posed to be the head of the schools of his county, and is held accountable 
as such, he has no positive power except to grant certificates, ‘This is 
clearly inconsistent, and should be remedied. 

Section 30th also provides that “the county superintendent shall, at 
stated periods, hold public examinations, at which all applicants may be 
required to attend.” “ May be required” how? This is a law with no 
provision for a penalty; hence, a law and no law at the same time. 
While I admit that our school law is grand in its conception, noble in its 
design, and successful in its operations, I must insist that it should be 
made consistent with itself. 

Opposition to the free school system in my county is fast disappearing. 
We have some good houses and some very good schools. What we now 
most need is good teachers, of whom we have a few. Not, however, more 
than half a dozen who can be induced to attend either a public exami- 
nation or a "teachers' association." Napoleon Bonaparte once said, 
* What France most needs is mothers ;" and what Putnam county and 
West Virginia most need, is competent teachers, Give us these, and soon 
will the free school system sit, a more than regal coronet, upon the brow 
of our new State, and have the virtue and intelligence of her children 
for its sparkling gems. 

For reasons that I assigned last summer, I cannot give the names and 
address of the teachers of last year. The whole number examined was 
fifty-three ; number rejected, four. Number one certificates, two ; num- 
ber two, eight; numbers four and five, twenty-eight. 
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RITCHIE COUNTY—J. M. McKinney, Supt. 


Our schools have never been more prosperous than during the past 
year. Sixty-two primary schools have heen taught in this county, with 
an attendance of eigteen hundred and thirty-four pupils, or about thirty 
to each school, There are seventy-four school districts with sixty-four 
houses completed, and nine others under contract; leaving but one dis- 
trict to provide for. The present levy is thought sufficient to complete 
building and seating all the, houses, which will greatly diminish the bur- 
dens of local taxation. 

Fifty-nine certificates have been granted—six No.1, twenty No. 2, 
twenty-one No. 3, and twelve No. 4. About fifteen per cent of the ap- 
plicants examined were rejected. Public examinations were held once a 
month. A few, however, who could not attend them have been admitted 
to private examination, 

No school or building taxes were extended against the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company for Clay township for 1869. A levy was made, 
as shown in my last report, and I visited the secretary of the board of 
education and assisted in the preparation of a certificate of the per cent 
levied, which was mailed in due time. But, from some unaccountable 
cause, it never reached the Auditor, and when I wrote him on the sub- 
ject, he replied, “It is now too late.” Some legislation may be necessary 
on the subject. ° : 

The school Jaw is good enough—let it alone. However, the substitu- 
tion of sheriffs for township treasurers to collect and disburse school 
moneys, I think a bad change. 

The blanks furnished boards of education for their annual report, are 
so different in form from those used by the county superintendent, that 
it is difficult for me to make my report from them. No totals are given, 
because the blanks furnished have no column for that purpose. 

I have been unable as yet to secure but three representatives in the 
State Normal School from this county. Another, a native and resident 
of the State of Ohio, applied for appointment, but I did not deem it ad- 
visable to make an appointment from another State. 

An Institute was held, under appointment of your honor, by Profs. 
McLaughlin and Lininger which was a perfect success in all save num- 

„bers. Your notice was received but six days prior to the meeting ; hence, 
I was unable to call together any considerable number of teachers. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF CERTIFICATES. 


Almira A, Bee.................... . 8 ( Mary V. Harris..................... 1 
John W.'Troy............... siue 2 Mattie À. Harris... A — M | 
William J. Beal............... UEM M. A, Ayres............. eere 2 
Julia A. PeirpoinL.................. 1 | Van Martin.................. 


. 2 
John W. Priehard.................. 9 | Abner Pepper... P HE 
W. B. Hayden...................... 8 | E. E. Bo pinaonii aedi kikas 3 
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Franklin Mason..................... 4| A.C. Lewis — — — 3 
E. C. Beynolds........ eere 2 | Alexander Prunty.................. 4 
Sidney S. Joseph.................... 8 | Andrew Douglass.................... 3: 
Emeline Barkley.................... 3 | George A. Woofter................- 2 
B. d. Powell... eceseceetsresees 2 | Wilson A. Beall................. ee. 4 
BP.Lowtler.2d eti ere 4 | George H. Gordon. ........ ia isa eos 2 
Nannie P. Hall... ees . 2| Agnes Powers.....ccessssssesesveenee 9 
Mary S. Heavener.................. 4|Z. W. Hickman............. RM d 
MWGOBSCEDRTL eis chis sss to en eae Rode 2 | Mollie E. Horner.................... 2 
Davis N. Meredith.................. 9 | Ella Pew...... "— 3 
James N. Legzett.... ............... 4 | Maria J. Bolton..................... 2 
Florence A. Ward.................. 2 | M. A. Dürüelb.. ise ee eoo ee ean aEvo 2 
Anna Ward. .................- 2 | M. M. Johnson............... eese 2 
Andrew Woofter........ A 4 | S. M. Johnson.................... 2 
Manda J. Gantz... ................ 2 | George F. Cunningham............ 4 
Arthur B. Smith... ue eere toutes 3 | Annie C. Gordon.................... 2 
J. B. MceGregor..................... 8 | Hattie C. Sinnett..................... 1 
Ge As CORbillcsccssesivccerseneseniee D | des JeBIglibo eu eccsx vere sdsesdso ses 3 
Sallie A. Lowther................... 4 | Julius H. Dünlap................... 3 
Hannah E. Lowther....... ........ 4| Mary Larue......4. eon ein 29 
Daniel W. Com ooo iie tto eios 2 | T. J. Ireland. seo eee eve en Eras 2 
Lewis Hammar....................... 4 | George W. Àmos.................... 2 
Virginia Sinnett................ esee. 4A | HB. Ge Tayloria 9 
. MariaShaw............... seres 1. 


RANDOLPH COUNTY-—S. B. Harr, Supt. 


I herewith transmit my annual returns for this county, for the year 
1870, which I had hoped to forward long ere this, trusting to the effi- 
ciency and promptness of commissioners and trustees, who have signally 
failed in their reports to me. Many of their reports were unintelligible 
for want of due deliberation, careful attention, and an energetic disposi- 
tion in school business. 

Their minds are too much engrossed in the more lucrative transactions 
of life, and engage for"present emolument, that their treasure may only 
perish with them. Too many of our school officers spend so much time 
in preparation for the demands, either real or imaginary, of their physi- 
cal organization, as to leave but little time or thought for the cultivation 
of the higher powers of thinking beings, the mind, the soul ; thus prac- 
tically denying the doctrine of the superiority of the mind over matter. 

System.—The school system is in its infancy here. In many parts of 
our county it is still struggling even for an existence. Heavy taxation 
for building school houses and establishing schools has kept a few of our 
wealthy citizens from' giving to common schools their hearty co-opera- 
tion. But we are happy to see and publish that this antipathy seems to ' 
be melting away like wax before the flame. Our strongest power for 
good, in engrafting the system in the minds and hearts of our people, is 
in the little ones themselves. ‘When properly taught they come home 
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full of love for, and interest in, their books and schools, and what 
parent’s heart can long resist the impulse to accept that which is hailed 
with joy and received with such enthusiasm, by the precious gems in his 
household cabinet. The same spirit brought home from school is soon 
diffused throughout the family circle; then extended to the-entire com- 
munity, and ere long to other communities, Our citizens suffered heavy 
losses during the late war, and our county was the scene of much strife 
and turmoil, as well as hardship and intense suffering. 

The close of the war found us destitute of churches, school houses, and 
many even of dwelling houses; our home circles were saddened by the 
ravages which war among the brethren had made; our educators were 
discouraged ; our children and youth undisciplined. Heavy levies have. 
been Jaid for both building and school fund; in many instances the 
. highest specified in the law, As the result, we see neat little school 
houses springing up and groups of little children wending their way to 
school, in almost every district in our county. In wild sequestered vales, 
on rugged hill-sides, we see them giving us hope for the future of our 
land. 


Uniformity of text books has also been obtained. Formerly each 
child must have his own author, and constitute a different class, Now 
all from the president’s son to the urchin who emerges from the little hut 
on the hill or in the valley, pursue the same course of study, the same 
sciences by the same author, and each vies with the other for the head of 
“his class. A more thorough system of instruction has inaugurated a 
better mental training, a system which is felt as a power for good in every 
district in which good schools have been established. The needs of our 
school system are many. Wa need a greater number of competent 
teachers. We need a system of normal instruction in our county. We 
need teachers’ associations more frequently than we can have them, owing 
to the distance and mountain barriers that check the traveler on his way. 
We need more of a missionary spirit among our teachers, more of that 
zeal which is according to knowledge. 

Schools, —Thirty-four schools have been taught in this county this 
year, averaging a session of above four months in each district, at a cost 
of $3 54 per pupil Some of these schools have been attended with 
marked success, resulting in every instance from superior qualifications 
of teachers, presenting a living evidence of the difference between infor- 
mation received from dissimilar fountain heads, or instruction from dif- 
ferent grades of teachers. The teacher is the light and life of the school, 
is the great controlling organ around which the lesser ones cluster; by 
whose exceeding brilliancy the genial rays of intelligence, morality and 
virtue, demonstrate his excellency of wisdom to the unenlightened, and 
give tone, spirit and power to every pupil under hischarge. By him are 
the recipients of his care approved or condemned before the world. 


> 
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Trustees.— What responsibility yests upon the trustee! How important 
the faithful discharge of his duties! He directly controls the free school 
system. Composed of raw material, as he generally is, how heedlessly 
he discharges the duties of his office. His usefulness in this section of 
country is practically a nullity, From the knowledge we have of the 
organization of the system in this county, it is progressing favorably, 
better where it is more judiciously managed. 

School Houses.—Twelve school houses have been erected within this 
county the present year, and eight more are under contract and in course 
of erection. They will have better accommodations when finished than 
those that are completed. There seems to be greater desire for good 
buildings and good teachers now than when the system was first inaugu- 
rated. It isto be hoped that this spirit of taste may be increased to 
action, that there may be as much improvement in school house archi- 
tecture in the ensuing year as has been in the past; that the good exam- 
ple of industry, enterprise and renown may be seen by generations yet 
unborn. 

Teachers’ Association:—Hold teachers’ association every three months. 
Our next is the last week in January, 1871. We cordially solicit the 
attendance of all lovers of education, especially. those who are candi- 
dates for the profession of teacher, or who are preparing and intend to 
make teaching their occupation hereafter. These meetings, thus far, 
have been small in comparison with those in anticipation. Notwith- 
standing this they have been very animated and satisfactory. We enter- 
tain the idea that more practical information can be'acquired in teachers’ 
association than any other institution in the free school system, because 
there are greater facilities for development. 

Public Examinations.—Have public examinations one week before 
teachers’ association. All persons desiring schools must attend public 
examinations,: Propose one hundred questions to be answered by manu- 
script. If the applicant answers eight-tenths, is awarded a certificate, 
grade number 1 ; seven-tenths, grade number 2; six-tenths, grade num- 
ber 3; five-tenths, grade number 4; four-tenths, grade number 5. Below 
this number no certificate will be granted, except where the applicant is 
the choice of district, and no other application is made. Private exam- 
inations will be held only in circumstances of expediency. 


~ 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


D. B. Curtis.......... sei enetees ,. 1j Baxter Wilmoth.................... 9 
John Tampkin....... sxersésasesasesy 2 | L. D. DOlOODOVOP. ccccis cen snsa aeri 4 
M. Daniels....................... ... 9 | E. B. Hilleary......... — e. 9 
E. T. donedhas eec DEoRi.os.0o ctm 4 
Arnold Wilmoth...... ............ . 9 | J. W. Rosenerance.................. 2 
Alfred Taylor........................ 4 | A, F. Wilmoth ...................... 9 
N. J. Lambert........ jPesdeRsé ees eos 9| S. P. BRAVES. esses coo eene 4 
L. D. Humphreys.................. 9 | Lucy Boott......................-. 9 
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‘Mary Chenoweth................ oeo LM. ES Hatte not 1 
Peter Cain............... ceo cene eene 4 | Asa Harmon........... EUREN NN 4 
Thomas Madden....... lere tene 3 | Seymour Bonner..................... 5 
B. L. Butcher................ se 8 | M. L. Smith............ RN 8 
L. H. Schoonover.................. 4 | J. A. Morrison..........cssccsseceses 4 
A. M. Stalmaker,.........scsccosscees 4 | W. L. Kee.... .... eee nnn 2 
1129.9 LILY esestet a 4 | Nora Moore............. eene 1 
James Madden. ..................... 8 | L. D. Humphreys.................-. 2" 


ROANE COUNTY—H, F. GrssoN, Supt, 


I was appointed by the board of supervisors in July, to take the place 
made vacant by the resignation of F, G., Finnell, but did not receive offi- 
cial notice of my appointment, until the first of August. Consequently, 
_ there has but little transpired in the schools thus thrown under my charge, 
to be reported to my superior officer, from the date of my appointment 
until the close of the school year, The time was so short that I did not 
deem it necessary to hold a public examination for teachers, believing 
that it would call but few together ; consequently, my examinations have 
been private. - 

It is a source of regret and mortification to me, that this report has 
been delayed so long, and is still so imperfect. Soon after I came into 
office, I distributed the blanks to the secretaries of the boards of educa- 
tion of the several townships, From that time up to the present, I have 
been making every effort in my power to get them to make their annual 
reports; Some of them reported in due time, while a majority did not 
report until long after the time required by law for them to make their 
reports, And now that I have received them, they are so imperfect that 
it is almost impossible to report from them, with a very few exceptions, 
I am sorry to say that this is the case, for the people of my county, or at 
least a large majority of them, hold the free school systemin high esteem. 
Our schools generally commence on or near the 1st of September, begin- 
ning with small numbers, and increasing week by week, Consequently, 
I have nothing to report concerning the schools of the last year, except 
what you find in my statistical report, having received nothing from my 
predecessor, I have granted but few certificates within the fiscal year, 
which you will find in their proper place. But since that time have 
granted a number, principally to young men, and believe that I can 
safely say, that teachers of Roane, can compete favorably with older 
counties and older states. We have some excellent young men, who 
take a great interest in trying to advance education in every way they 
can, and introduce new methods of teaching. I hope, if spared or per- 
mitted, to make a report for the year 1871 that ea be more satisfactory 
than the present one, 
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TEACHERS, AND THEIR GRADES OF CERTIFICATES, 


John C, Campbell............sss00 . 8 | Samuel L. Webb........ ........... 2 
C. E, F, Casto............ eee nnn :2 | N. B. 8mith........ ....... eren 3 
Daniel F. McNeer.................. 4 


TAYLOR COUNTY—J. L. VINCENT, Supt, 


I regret tardiness in sending this report, and deem it proper to give 
some reasons. Blanks were not furnished soon enough. Trustees should 
have them before winter term of school closes, so that they may have the 
assistance of teachers in filling them up. Many of our teachers are from 
a distance, and as soon as terms close they “ pull stakes." 

Secretaries of boards are inefficient. In several instances, before be- 
coming acquainted with the duties of their office, they haveresigned, and 
new ones have been appointed. Thus, books change hands too often to 
be well kept. I think that during the season that the schools are gene- 
rally open, the county superindent should, devote his whole time in their 
interests, making himself efficient in them, and among the secretaries and 
other school officers. As it is, I am obliged to teach, or starve my 
family, or neglect in a great degree the schools and school business of the 
county. 

Officers in making out their reports, would have less labor and be less 
liable to make mistakes, if the headings of the reports of the several offi- 
‘cers corresponded, and were given in the same order. ' 

Notwithstanding embarrassments, there is a growing sympathy in this 
county in favor of our public schools. The enterprising citizens of Grafton 
will soon have ready for use the new union school building. West Vir- 
ginia College, and Pruntytown High school have been doing a good 
work-in training teachers. The good done in this way, by these institu- 
tions, is already very perceptible in many of the common schools. 

We trust that all sects and parties will co-operate in supporting, and 
in bettering the condition of our public schools. Justin proportion as a 
State is responsible for crime, is she responsible for the education of her 
children. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


J. F. Ross........ HER ER . 1| Samuel R. Powell.................. 2 
Hough Douglas..................... 1| Ellen D. Harn......... — .1 
Prof. J. B. Solomon Levee eese sees 1 | Addie Roush....................... .4 
Miss D. A. Sinsel... ................ 1| Emma Williams.. ...... T— 2 
John B. Solomon................ eu 13| Frank Carpenter ............ m 1 
John F, Mason..... ................. 98 | S. Nixon........... eere eene «9 
Geo. L. Hertzog... TERR 3 | A. R. Hopkins........ — 5 
S. C. Meredith........................ 4 | Jonathan Simpson......... — 4 
Clark P. Hoffman.................. 4 1 G. J. Fleming...... EM "E: 


à 
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John W. Bailey..................... 1 | Miss V. Cross.............. eee 
Thos. Q. Martin.............. eene 34) John A. H. Willson.............. : 
W. P. Kendle...... ...... Receug wanes 1 | Rezin Reed........................-. 21 
Benj: Bailey. coe eere William J. Richardson........... 24 
Richard Wood ......... ............ 2 | Jacob A. Denham...............- 5 
D; 5. Morris, .ccccoisverksess Sonore 2 | Gabriel Kinsey........ EES . 3 
B. F. M3B80D. oett eoo ee ass Robert P. Nixon... ............ «oe 2 
William Wood.............-...- ee 9 J. L. MBaSOD eese en note xe sx 8 
Brüee Blue....... oerte en - 2 | George Hertzog................-.. 3 
J. D. Eichelberger.................. WM cC 1 
J. R. C. Hustead.......... TRE 13, M. J. Bennett................. eee 5 
Israel M. Steel........................ 3 | J. M. BASES ers ree ha eoe eigo 2 
Eldon ae — — P 1 ' Hamilton Criter........ ERUNT ARE 2 


ein 


TUCKER COUNTY —Jos. Parsons, Supt. 


My report has been delayed to this late date, by various causes, prin- 
cipally from the reports of some of the townships not coming in so soon 
as they ought. Great difficulty was found in making accurate reports, 
from the fact that but few trustees reported at all. So the boards re- 
ported from documents on file in the Clerk's office. I have used all my 
endeavor to make this report more complete, but the aspirations of the 
several officers assisted me no further. 

I am of opinion that a certain per diem, not exceeding $10 or $15 for 
actual service, to be retained until accurate reports are made according 
to law, would tend to facilitate the business satisfactorily. We very 
much feel the want of more funds for pushing forward the system as de- 
sired. Therefore, while we are educating the poor and rising generation, 
should we not pay strict attention to the petitions of the needy? This 
county is large in territory, but small in population, and in some locali- 
ties sparsely settled. Smail schools are therefore necessary to educgte all. 
Teachers charge as much for teaching a school of twelve or fifteen as 
they do for a school of forty or fifty. Therefore we believe it would be 
right to proportion the State school money according to the number of 
districts, no district to contain less than 50 or 60 youths. 

The number of teachers employed this year, in the three townships 
that compose this county, was fifteen. With a few exceptions they per- 
formed their duty to the best of their abilities. The business .of the 
county has generally been performed this year with but little difficulty, 


except in Hannahsville township, where there has been a repudiating- 


scheme going on. Ata meeting of the board to lay the levy, a few 
voters—the loudest supporters of the free school system we had at an 
early day, when Uncle Sam footed our accounts, but now they are afraid 
the system threatens to disturb their bottom ten cent piece—met for the 
purpose of voting down said levy. 

We will teach, as we have been recently trying to do so, that the sys- 
tem is not a speculating affair, as some anticipated; but that it is 
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intended to take a few farthings from our pockets, in order to place new 
and better ideas in our children’s minds. I referred them to other suits, 
similar to what theirs would be, if persisted in, that were decided in favor 
of the board of education. 

St. George Township has recently erected a very tidy school house in 
St. George, and is finishing another one that has been under contract for 
some time, and has under contract three more, that will be completed 
by the first of December. 

Black Fork Township covers a large tract of country, thinly settled, 
except along the watercourses, which renders it very inconvenient to ac- 
commodate all the youth. The officers reflect much credit on themselves 
for their untiring efforts against the many impediments, which are so` 
prevalent. 

In conclusion I may safely say, that with the new converts that have 
given vent to their feelings in favor of public education in the last year, 
and many that are now on the verge of joining us, that our little State 
of West Virginia, although now a blushing six-year old, will soon rank 
with the fairest. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


V. N. Gribble....... ... T 2 | R. Sayer......... er Vase ve usus. 
M. L, Hester......................... 4 | Mollie E. Btone......eceeeenonenness B 
CIO T — MÀ 4 | L. E. Parsons............ METODO 3 
William Raines ............... vm quc T E 
L. C. Bowman....................... 2 | Miss Lorrie Hertzog........- dax ésas. d 
Enos Carr................. AR UENIRE 4 | E. W. Bowman....... caque 
Israel Poling...... Sessan esuriens soes 5 | Miss Virginia Parsons............ .4 
W. F. Cosner...... ideals semen sane 5 


UPSHUR COUNTY—4J. L. Gour», Supt. 


My report is as nearly correct as can be made from the reports of the 
boards of education and the records of this office. . 

We have not done all that we hoped to do during the past year. ` But 
we areclimbing. Many obstacles have been overcome, and we are stronger 
to surmount new difficulties which present themselves, stronger in earnest 
teachers, in inquiring pupils, and in efficient officers and right minded 
citizens. RE 

We certainly have cause to be thankful for the success which has been 
given us, under depressing circumstances, yet, when we see how much re- 
mains to be done, the task seems still one of great magnitude. Among 
the uninviting features still presenting themselves, a few may ve enume- 
rated. 

In some cases school officers have been slow to perform the duties of 
their office without compensation. Others have refused to qualify, say- 
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ing they are too poor to work without the per diem. In one township 
commissioners have been self-appointed trustees, and have also been con- 
tractors and builders, and the people have been imposed upon by unjnst 
delays. In a few instances there has been manifest a narrow, selfish and 
unchristian-like sectarianism in the appointment of officers and selection 
of teachers, as though education were a denominational and not a com- 
mon interest, a sectional work and not the Master’s work. 

Another misfortune is, mistaking parsimony for economy in the em- 
ployment of teachers, not discriminating between the worthy and the 
unworthy, which has a tendency to starve out the very teachers we 
should by all means retain, and give the: work to those who should not 
be, under any circumstances, imposed upon our children. 

And again, a few districts have been made so unfortunately large in 
territory and in numbers as to crowd the buildings, and place some 
families at such inconvenient distances, as to make them feel they are 
to be deprived of privileges for which they have paid. 

Notwithstanding these and a few other unfortunate circumstances, I 
can express much gratitude to the school officers and the people for their 
interest and co-operation in the work, and congratulate them upon the 
advances made; and still more deep is my feeling for those dive teachers, 
who fit themselves for the work, and remain with us in it, though they 
may do it at a sacrifice, who are leading our children in the right way— 
educating them—and wielding a most potent influence for good in our 
county. I should like to send the names of our true teachers, to be pub- 
lished, a roll of honor on the records of the General Superintendent. 

Two Institutes have been held in our county during the year, one at 
Buckhannon and one at French Creek, At each of them we were able 
to secure the assistance of able educators from abroad. These and our 
county associations have been well attended, and very satisfactory in 
their results, both to teachers and the communities in which they have 
been held. 

I had the pleasure of convening a Normal Institute at French Creek, 
July 25th, which continued in session six weeks. It was free to all. 
Over thirty teachers gave us their patronage, and certainly did credit to 
themselves and the profession. 

I have held publie examinations for teachers. To secure specified 
grades, I have required ten per cent more of the questions answered than 
by Ex-Superintendent Zeigler’s scheme. I find a stimulous in this me- 
thod, and have been able to advance some teachers, but under the pain- 
ful necessity of setting some back. 

I have visited fifty schools, and traveled over fifteen hundred miles in 
the discharge of official duties. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, P 


J. D. Adkinson...................... 4 | L. E. Morgan.....................4 2 
E. F, Bartlett.. -costscsvnsavssestece £ | Os Is MOGIG uu e neptis Z 


* 
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G. W. Beet... spisok 3 | Le B. Moore. ves serene 2 
Ar Ae BrO nsnsi 1d d. Is MDOOfFG ie aa 3 
Hattie |: EPOR 1 | L. B. Malone. oneri haue 8 
Sirene Bunten......................-. 2 | D. C. Hopier...... (ue iiste y ees a dS 
B K BEBE dici rriv eii OUT AES NIE oeil oov site dati e Id 2 
R. D. Beer....... ...... m an 4 | J. Q. Norman.....cioeeee eres ceseco «2 
W. M. Bunten.......eeo eee e einn 8 | M. V. Oldaere.....................-- 2 
EL. D; Clark aaa l |-D. E. Pola. eeostes seii o te npa er 3 
Ar D CIBEE irosen seais 2 | M. E. Phillips........... eene 2 
M. A. Clark........... sesscosscsess | | Ella Poundstone.,.............. ee .2 
Jennie Dean.......................e 3 | 8. A. M. Rohrbough............... 3 
ANN Mai 4 | S. C.. Rusmisell....................... 2 
M. E; Gould. ere isséssedss se 2| J. S. Reger......... —ÓÁ— 2 
C D. Gould es qvia ec od erino en 8 | D. W. Pd ———À 2 
Mollie Heavner............. ......--- 4 | ©. Gi RODD pease eosesesetesseveecesec 2 
J; E. Hodges: aie eeee seen esise 1| J onadan. Saith EE E 2 
M. J. M. Hooker......eeeie eee eee e 1|G.W. Shipman PEAS ee 3 
Dy O. B. TS, isc cesivsavenaseveves 4 | M. Jennie Totten..................-. 3 
Minnie Hyer.:.......... —— 4 | J. A. Van Tromp..................-. 2 
Joseph Little................ eee 5 | W. S. Wheeler................-. sud 
Maggie Lorentz......... (——— 8 | A. Wingrove..............-.». Paiki 3 
W. B. Lytnob. sicceisseevecsees NS 8 | G. W. Westfall................... 2 
P. P. LDynehio ee vissesseeee 8 | Oliver Westfall... —— D 
L. W. Loudin.............. Guantes COUDL Sese T senis O 
F. M. Mick...... REN PRES 8 | Q. L. Young ............. "— 3 
L. E. nie ie T—ÁÓ—À € 8 | L. E. Young........... SINEES daa Du 1 
Lou. Morgan... n 


WAYNE COUNTY—C. B. Wess, Supt. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith my report of the condition and 
character of the schools of Wayne county, for the school year ending 
September 1, 1870, with such details as could be gathered from unre- 
corded as well as recorded statistics. These reports will be complete and 
accurate as soon as the school officers become sufficiently acquainted with 
the business to keep all the accounts and records. You are respectfully 
referred to the table for particulars of finances, school attendance, 
cost, &c. 

I commenced the duties of my office at once by interviews with the 
school officers, circulating my limited supply of the school law, and dis- 
cussing its provisions as they related to the duties of commissioners, 
secretaries and trustees, with whom I came in contact. I soon found a 
new interest manifested, and new resolutions on the part of some of the 
officers, to endeavor to more efficiently perform the duties of office, and 
stop the needless waste of public money. The. school law should be 
more liberally circulated. In some cases the officers who had the school 
law in their possession, kept it concealed from other officers, and from 
neighbors, apparently for the purpose of keeping others in ignorance of 
the law, and prevent exposure of their own illegal proceedings. 
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- In one township, where the public money has been shamefully wasted 
from the start, and some investigations had been commenced, & large 
bundle of papets belonging to the board of education was accidentally, 
(it was said,) dropped into the fire and destroyed. It appears that no 
attempt has heretofore been made to detect and prevent the misappro- 
priation of the public school money. 

` On the first of January, when my term of office commenced, but few 
schools were in operation, as the levies had provided for only four months 
school. Iam therefore unable to report upon the deficiencies of our 
schools, and all the needed improvements. I am satisfied of one fact, 
however, that the teachers inour common schools, generally, are deficient 
in the first principles of reading and spelling. Only twenty-five per cent 
of those examined by me were familiar with the different sounds of the 
vowels, and could clearly define and explain the use of punctuation marks. 
"This defect will be remedied soon. 

I have provided myself with a blank book ruled and headed like the 
specimen sheet I herewith enclose. After keeping & careful record of 
visits to the schools, as indicated, I note discoveries—what I see to 
approve and what to condemn, the age of the teacher, his experience in 
teaching, the grade of his certificate, &c. I shall not only have the 
character of each school and teacher before me on record, but be able, 
subsequently, definitely'to note the improvement, ifany, or the causes of 
failure, if the school is not fully successful. 

I believe every teacher now engaged in teaching in the county has a 
good idea of what will be expected in the general conduct and manage- 
ment of the schools, and will endeavor to correct lack of discipline, want 
of order in the school, and the slip-shod, careless manner of conducting 
recitations, 80 common in our schools in times past. A good degree of 
confidence exists between teachers and the county superintendent, and it 
is believed that every teacher feels that the superintendent has a personal 
interest in each teacher and each school. 

I am opposed to frequent changes of the school law. But I am deci- 
. ded in my conviction that the county superintendent should have better 
pay, and that members of the boards of education should have some 
compensation for the time and expense of attending the meeetings of the 
boards. 

Iam opposed to printing the reports of the county superintendents 
until they are revised, if they need it, so that they will make a respect- 
able appearance in a State educational document. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. D 


Daniel Vinson...................... « 9 | A. H. Melross..................-. isa | 
Reba White................ € 1 | Robert Coburn.....................-. 1 
Emma Haynes...................... 1 | Burwell Newman....... ............ 2 
Walter Queen................... saves. Ò | I. E. Hally.... ses — 2 


Chris, Choffin.................... es 5j] A, W. Laidley. — AR A 1 
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V. B. Prince..... ..................«. 4 | Marion Johnson..................... 3 ~ 
William H. Davis.................. 8 | Henry C. Austin...................— 3 
John Hod pes. cccisccivescccteeverses 4 | Richard Smith....,................. 1 
John H. Williams....... Sikak 3 | Tennessee Hutchinson.............. 4 
William Allen......... — Ó— . 1 | Andrew J. Lare.................. HE, 
Mary Demars...................- 2 | Hugh S. Adkins..................... 3 
Samuel W. Ross.................-.»- 2| M. v. Chapman... oie ce exsesa 6 2 
J. M. W. Ross.............. ER 8 | John Napier................. eene 3° 
Daniel W. Ross........... T 8 | Erastus Morris....................... 4 
Le Roy Newman........ DR 8 | James P. Weleman.................. 8 
Henderson Davis.................... 4 | Taylor MeClure...................-. 1 
William Johnson, jr............... 8 | H. R. Stratton........ disdai 2 
Morris Newman..................... 4 | William Napier..................... 4 
Ba Vie VIBBOIL us vise crap e eser rds 4 | Walter Napier... sessesesssesssees 4 
James H. Donnaho....... sess 0 | Frank M. Keyser....... NEN 2 
Sarah "Thornton..................... 2 | Washington Beckley............... 1 
George W. Drown.................- 93 | Mary E. Sands....................... 8 
Fanny Hollenback................. 2 1 C. Ny Friebürd. a iiec 1 
Elisha MeComas..................... 2 | Callahan Beare....................-. 2 
James D. Atkerson................. 2 | Jacob. N06. cc odcedoeos see beteie eóvvun 4 
Louis M. Atkerson.................. 3 | John Jarrell.......................... 4 
Callahan Beare. ............. ivist 2 | S. Haddie Baneroft................. 1 
William Becklehammer........... 2| FL. H. Bancroft serors 2 
H. K. Stratton................. — 2 | James Shipman............ .......-. 2 
G. W. Kessinger...... .. Vicacdsctei sa 4 | Sarah A. Lawrence.................. 2 
Selona Holt...................... eesse 2 | Elijah T. Chapman................. 1 
Michael Stump...................... 8 | Wm. Johnson, jr..................... 3 
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WEBSTER COUNTY—James DYER, Supt. 


Permit me to occupy your attention for a short time with the conside- 
ration of the situation of free schools in this county. Owing to the sparse- 
ness of the population in this county, it is entirely impossible to inaugu- 
rate a good system of education, calculated to benefit all the families en- 
titled to the benefits of the school laws, But I have used my best ex- 
ertions to locate school houses, so that as many as possible may attend, 
I am sorry to say, however, that many families are so remotely situated, 
that their children cannot attend during the inclement winter months. ` 

A great many citizens in this county, being opposed to the free school 
system, use their exertions to obstruct its progress, not only in relation to 
its progress, but use their influence to prevent the necessary levy in 
townships to keep them in operation, and even the officers appointed to 
carry out the school law, are careless, and in many respects incompetent 
and unworthy of the positions they occupy, 

But notwithstanding all the opposition put in operation against these 
nurseries of intellect and foundations of state intelligence, they are-grad- 
ually gaining popular favor, and the time will soon come, when wisdom 
and intelligence will triumph over stupidity and ignorance, and they 


~a 
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will be universally hailed as the harbingers of a more enlightened era. 
The bright and benignant dawn of their beneficial influence in this State, 
invites the enquiring mind into the vista of faturity, where we not only 
anticipate, but realize in imagination, the great and radical change 
which will be developed within even the next five years. 

Fork Lick Township.—In this township there are several school houses 
in course of construction, but one only is finished ready for occupation. 
There are others which will be soon ready for use. There is only one 
school house site in this township, for which we had to pay. It cost twen- 
ty-five dollars, and is located at the county seat. This is the only town- 
ship in which a levy has been laid for building purposes. The schools 
in this township were better conducted during the scholastic year than 
in either of the other two. 

Glade Township.—This township had only three schools in operation 
during this year, but they were well conducted, and a good proficiency 
was made by the pupils in learning. There has as yet been no levy laid 
for building purposes. But we meet on the 17th of September, for ma- 

"king a levy at which time 50 cents on every hundred dollars worth of 
property will be levied for building purposes. 

Holly Township. —There were five schools in operation in this township 
during the year. ‘They were, however, very badly conducted, so much 
so that but little good was done. Competent. teachers could not be ob- 
tained, and the scholars attended very irregularly. Parents manifest 
less desire to educate their children in this township than in any other 
portion of the county. 

Jil health has prevented me from making more extended remarks, and 
alluding to subjects pertinent to a report of this kind. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Magaret L. Gardner............... 5| V. M, Roby.......... vesee tesa ao notos 3 
Joseph Hanna.................. ^. 9 | J. B, Conrad.......................... 4 
J, Howell...................- eere 5 | Virginia Pugh.................... os 4 
Wm. P. Morton........... «4 9 | C W. Benedan..................4. 2 
F. G. Morton...... ............. 3 | Jas, A. Cassidy................ eee. 1 


J Griffin........... eee ssesssscoos 2 


WETZEL COUNTY —Wmx. A. NEWMAN, Supt. 


I herewith present my annual report, showing the condition of the 
publie schools in this county during the past year. There were sixty-one 
schools taught in this county last year, and attended by twenty-six hun- 
dred and sixty-four pupils. 

Centre Township has eleven school districts, and all provided with 
houses. There was one new school house built in this township during 
the past year. 


t 
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Church Township has ten school districts, and five school houses built. 
This township has five school houses under contract, and will have them 
done in time to have schooi taught in them this winter. 

Grant Township has eight school districts, all provided with- good 
houses, and the hoard of education in that township has made arrange- 
ments to have them properly seated and.desked in time for the winter 
schools. i 

Green Township has eight school districts, and only four houses, and 
they are anything but good ones; however, there are four under con- 
tract, to be finished by the first of November. They are thirty by twen- 
ty-six feet, and eleven feet story. When completed they will be fur- 
nished with seats and desks, and painted outside with two coats of paint. 

Proctor Township has sixteen school districts, and there were three 
good frame houses built in that township this year ; and next summer 
they will be painted. The board of education in Proctor township are 
anxious to promote the cause of education, and now have all their houses 
built. - 

Magnolia Township has eleven school districts, and eight school houses. 
I am sorry that, as yet, there is no school house in New Martinsville, 
that is, such a one as is needed there. The old school house that belongs 
to the county, is sadly out of repair, and a new one is badly wanted. The 
board of education have laid the levy to the full extent of the law in 
that township, and I hope that the school houses, so much needed, will 
be built the following year. 

The free schools of West Virginia have opened a new era to the youth 
of our land, and has, for the short time they have been in operation, been 
productive of much good. Previous to their inauguration only a few had 
ihe advantages of acquiring ag education. Consequently, the masses 
grew up in ignorance, and were at the mercy of those that were able to 
procure the great blessing of education. But, now that free education 
has been established, and the doors of our school houses are opened to 
‘all, a great change has taken place, and under our system of education 
West Virginia will soon rank among her sister States as their equal in 
her educational departments. When we remember that the future des- 
tinies of our country must soon fall into the hands of the youth of our 
land, every lover of his country that wants to perpetuate our liberties, 
looks upon free education as the harbinger of our country's liberties, and 
will do all that he can to promote its progress. "There are some that op- 
pose free education, because it is to their interest that the masses should 
be gnorant, in order that they can control them. An educated people des- 
pise the flattery of demagogues, and scorn to be the dupes of selfish men; 
who, to promote their own interest, often sacrifice that of their less for- 
tunate fellow men. I hope that the Legislature will do nothing to im- 
pede the progress that free schools are making in our State, 

I was surprised at the effort that was made last winter to abolish the 
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office of State Superintendent, and am satisfied that if those who advo- 
cated it will review your labors of the last year, and take into considera- 
tion the good that you have done the cause, their objections to that office 
must cease; and if they are friends to the cause, they must confess that 
the office is absolutely essential to its success. Abolish it, and we will 
soon drift back to the days when free education was unknown, and ignor- 
ance reigned supreme, in the State. 

I think that the Legislature ought to allow the board of education 
some thing for their services, They often have several miles to travel, 
and have their expenses to pay, and I think that some provision should 
be made to pay them. - 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


SRAM bie esxsicys sdenctarccsacseents 1 | Miss A.M. Hurley.................. 1 
B. F. Meghen........................ 2 | Miss Carrie Wise........ Sigissasdese 1 
G. R. Higembottom................ . 2 | Marion Knots............... C 2 
EH E Umorea 8 | Amos Jolliff................. jaded anaes 1 
John Meghen.................... 4 2 | James Bloid....esesssesssesessesosees 3 
William O. Dolan.................. 2 | Samuel 'Knoll........................ 8 
M. M. Dunlap...............- nuses LVE: Gis PEY OB rerna 2 
John Pugh.......... biis sue so Dude 2. WE. Preweb.octicesiteste esses 2 
R. H. Thompson..................... 8 | M. J. Wilson....... — d 
Silvester Schooleraft............... I| R; Barrel. aic ecoesssveseexec siot 2 
Edward Delany...... A 4 | John Stoher........ E 8 
Amanda Riggs...... —— Pn 


WIRT COUNTY—L. C. Rocers, Supt. 


T have the honor to transmit to you, my annual report of the condi- 
tion of schools, and the working of the free school system in this county. 
And in doing so, I shall waive the usual custom of relating the many 
trials, hardships and difficulties to be encountered, in order to bring into 
successful operation a system of such vast proportions as our school sys- 
tem is. I have used diligent efforts to secure from the townships full re- 
ports, to enable me to furnish your department with a clear and complete 
report. Our county isdivided into seven townships, and thirty-two school 
districts. 

In this (Elizabeth) township, we have five school districts; four of 
these districts are furnished with comfortable frame houses. The board of 
education has made liberal levies, and schools have been continued in all 
the districts four months. The board has paid off their entire indebted- 
ness for building. 

Clay Township has four school districts. Numbers 1 and 2 are sup- 
plied with good frame houses. District number 4 is temporarily supplied 
with & log house. District number 3 has no house yet, but the board of 
edueation are making preparations to build in number 3 the ensuing 
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year, and for that purpose have made liberal levies on the township. 
The board has continued the schools in all the districts in this township, 
for four months, and in some districts have exceeded that time. 

Tucker Township has six school districts, all supplied with houses. 
Numbers 1 and 2 have log houses, and numbers 3, 4, 5 and 6 have com- 
fortable frame houses. The schools have been taught in all the districts, 
but not up to the minimum of the law. This township extends over a 
large amount of territory, and is sparsely settled. The property is val- 
ued low, and many of the citizens have lately settled there. These diffi- 
culties, with many others, prove serious obstaclesin the way. The board 
of education in this township, are energetic men, who are not afraid to 
do their duty, to promote the interest of education in their township. 

Newark Township has three school districts. Numbers 1 and 3 are 
supplied with good, comfortable frame houses. Numbér 2 has a very 
good house, that was built some years since in the town of Newark, that 
has answered the purpose of the district. I believe the board are making 
arrangements to build in number 2 this year. ' 


Reedy Township has seven school districts. Four of the districts, 
numbers 1, 2, 5 and 6, are supplied with log houses. Numbers 3 and 7, 
have no houses nor schools. This townsnip, like Tucker, extends over a 
large territory and is sparsely settled. There is one house now being 
erected in district number — a neat frame, which will be completed by 
the Ist of November, at a cost of $450. The present board in this town- 
ship are trying to supply the districts with houses. But owing to the in- 
efficiency of the former boards, the township has become very much in 
debt, which will not allow the board to proceed as rapidly in the work as 
they could otherwise do. 

Burning Spring Township has four school districts, and seven school 
houses. The schools have been sustained in all the districts, above the 
maximum required by law. Burning Springs is the banner township of 
our county, The board of education are energetic, thorough school men, 
that take a deep interest in advancing the cause of education in their 
township. The board have paid off their indebtedness for last year, and 
have a surplus in their treasury. ` 

Spring Creek Township has five school districts, and has had schools in 
four during the past year. In number 4 there isno house. But the 
board are making arrangements to build this year. 

Our schools, (by no means what we should be pleased to have them, ) will 
no doubt compare favorably with those of a majority of the counties of the 
State. Yet there is too little interest manifested by many of the school 
officers. Since the advent of the free school system, there are many of 
our citizens and some men of influence, who regard it as an innovation 
upon the rights of the people, and the old established system of the Vir- 
ginia aristocracy. These prejudices must be overcome before the system 
ean he entirely successful. 
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Our school law should be changed so as to give the boards of educa- 
tion full control of.our district schools. The trusteeship is a positive 
nuisance, an incumbrance, that should be disposed of at the next session 
of our Legislature, 

Teachers—We have some excellent teachers. Some of them have 
been trained under our system of common schools, and two that have had 
their education completed in our state Normal Schools. I believe that 
our State Legislature would do great service tothe State, (one that future 
generations would bless them for it,) if they would extend a helping 
hand to the Normal Schools of our State, To raise up a good and efficient 
corps of teachers, requires something more than a mere knowledge of the 
` elementary branches that are to be taught in our common schools, which 
are not all the requisite qualifications of a teacher. He should be trained 
to the most practical methods of teaching. 

Visiting Schools.—I have visited most of the schools in the county dur- 
ing the year, and have found our teachers, with but few exceptions, at- 
tentive and diligent in the discharge of their duties. I generally spend 
from an hour and a half to two hours at a school, and assist the teacher 
in the recitation of the classes and have a short talk with the scholars 
and encourage them in their studies, and try to impress upon their minds 
the importance of education, and the good results of a free school system. 
Schools cannot be kept in operation at the same time in all our school 
distriets, owing to the peculiar situation of our settlements throughout 
the county. It is most convenient for a sparsely settled, rural district, to 
open their school late in the fail season, perhaps not until the month of 
December, in order to have school continued through the winter months 
and early spring, while other districts will open their schools‘ sooner or 
later, making the duty of the superintendent very onerous. But little 
good can be accomplished by his labor, unless it is unremitting. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 


J. T. Self, issisieeeis eos TOREM 2 | Thomas Thorn........ ....... es 2 

~T. J, Staunton....................... 9 | James Hugg................. ees 1 
John Thorn............. — .. 9 | J. W. Sergeant......... — 1 
F. M. Ferrell....... icd ves ... 2| 8. M. Maconehey....... —— 1 
M. A. Parker......... desees Ed e dod 3 | D. S, Fulkreth.......... —Á'À1 
A. H. Háll......... bs what auguaaa ey 2 | Miss S. T. Dawkins................. 4 
Barnett Ott... ies coe ee rove ess 8 | Miss Carrie Hutchinson........... 1 
Isaac Lockhart..................... 3 | Miss M. E. Mann........ errr rrr 3 
Mrs. F. G. Mays.............. e 3 | Miss E. H. Manning............... 3 
James O. Province......... ........ 2| W, H. Sharpneck............ A 
D. Hubbard...............«...... 1 | M. B. Edmondson.................. 1 
D. A. Roberts................... eese 2 


% 
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~ WOOD COUNTY—S. H. Prxnsor, Supt. 


* 

I herewith present my first annual report, showing the condition of the 
public schools in this county during the past year. Reports of their pro- 
gress from all parts of the county, with very few exceptions, are favor- 
able. The schools were kept open in many places for a longer period 
than required by law, and while visiting those schools I was agreeably 
surprised to find many scholars studying some of the higher branches. 
I was equally pleased to notice the interest PADO" by both patrons 
and the boards of education. ' 

Wood county has built within the past six years, seventy-six good, frame 
houses, and two large brick houses ; so there is only eight more to erect, 
when she will contain her full complement. Then .the great burden of 
building tax will be obviated. The only visible impediment of the pro- 
gress and advancement of our public schools, is the unfortunate action 
that our legislature took last winter, in abolishing the township treas- 
urer’s office. It is conceded by the majority of persons with whom I 
have conversed upon the subject, that the abolishment of this office will 
seriously effect the public school interests. It is a well known fact that 
our township treasurers collect much closer than it is possible for the 
sheriff to do. If necessary, numerous arguments might be produced in 
favor of the former system of collecting. i 

I would cheerfully recommend. a change of text books in English 
Grammars. Pinneo’s Grammar is universally disliked by our teachers, 
and the dissenting voices clamor for its expulsion from our otherwise 
valuable list. 

Certificates.—I have granted twenty-five No. 1, twenty-five No. 2, and 
thirteen a fraction less than No. 2, fifty No. 3, twenty-five No. 4, and six 
No. 5; and rejected fifteen. I would recommend the Pennsylvania form 
of certificate, which shows the standing of the teacher in the several 
branches examined. 

Parkersburg.—The schools of Parkersburg were continued for ten 
months, under the most favorable circumstances, and with the very best 
of success. The able and efficient corps of teachers used their best efforts 
to bring the schools up to & proper standard; and, I think I may say 
without exageration, that marked success has attended their efforts. I 
am sure our schools will compare favorably with any other schools in the 
State. The board built a fine two-story brick in the sixth ward, size 
28x56. It is of sufficient capacity to accommodate three hundred and 
fifty scholars. It is an ornament to our city, and a credit to the cause of 
education. The board has manifested much zeal and interest in the wel- 
fare of their schools. They have left nothing undone that would facili- 
tate the public school interests. The average cost ef tuition per scholar 
per month, was only 93 cents, or $9.93 for the ten months. 
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Lubeck Township has done well in the past year. Three schools have 
been successfully managed. But a building debt of twenty-six hundred 
dollars remains unpaid. Nevertheless, they have a good, new school 
house in each district. : 

Harris Township reports favorable. They have nearly canceled their 
debt, and have twelve good frame school houses. Their schools have 
been successfully conducted in the past year. 

Tygart Township sent in a good report. Their schools were all kept 
open for four months, with good success. They have- built eight frame 
houses ; no debt, and a surplus of $446.94, . e 

Slate Township has done very well. They have an efficient and ener- 
getic board of school officers, who take much pride and interest in the 
management of their schools. “No debt.” 

Steele Townsiip has done well, under existing circumstances. They 
have built two frame houses in the past pear, and their schools were 
managed very successfully. “No debt.” 

Clay Township has assumed a much better condition than she occupied 
during previous years. A proper change of officers has effected a happy 
change in their schools and financial affairs. Their schools have been 
successfully conducted; and, by the economy of the board, their debt has 
been reduced one-half, Another year will enable them to cancel their 
entire debt. Capt. F. S. Shaw promised the citizens of Claysville if they 
would procure an efficient teacher, and continue their school, he would 
turn over to them two hundred dollars of the Peabody Fund, which Dr. 
Sears generously donated for the use of their school. I am happy to 
state I was enabled to send them a first-class teacher in time to sécure 
the fund, providing the Captain does not go back on the citizens of that 
place again. l : i 

Williams Township. —The citizens of Williams have done remarkably 
well. Nine new frame houses have been built in the township. The 
board of education completed, in time for the opening of the schools for 
the present year, a large two story frame in the village of Williamstown, 
and a graded school has been organized and under full headway. 

Union Township has done remarkably well in conducting their schools. 
They built three fine frame houses in the past year. Both patrons and 
citizens manifest the greatest zeal and interest in behalf of the schools, 
and their schools are successfully managed, and much benefit derived 
therefrom. l 

Walker Township has had many obstacles to meet and contend with. 
A fluctuating population has prevnted their schools from being con- 
ducted as successfully as some other townships. The board of education 
` has neglected making proper provisions for school purposes, in the way of 
houses. They are nearly out of debt, and have a fine surplus for schools. 
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TEACHERS, AND GRADE OF THEIR CERTIFCATES, 


Cy A; Hall nc erie gei vene vites ps 2 
David Johnson.................-. 1 
Josephine ono (SER CHER SERPENS 4 
Mrs. L. Eb ossseereiescruv us xS evide 4 
James H. Page................-. asse d 
Miss T. Pow. iiseeseexexcsses seva eser 2 
Miss Merrimon Cole................ 2 
Miss Lucy M. Shaw...,............. 1 
Miss Cora J ee ucc 3 
V. B. Davis.. rene) 
Miss Addie Dickeson., NA — 8 
Miss S. A, Knowles................. 8 
William P. Mama.......... een 4 
Stephen MoCleary.................. 9. 
Miss C. A. Wise.............- eere 3 
A. R. Hereford.............. eee 4 
J. R. Ouks cios venei Virg ue dis 5 
Miss Fannie Toothaker............ 2 
A. S. Leonard........« cascscccessese 2 
d. We COOPER Gn eniro siis 2 
Miss Mollie Ryan................... 3 
W. W. Oliphant ................ e 4 
Miss Ada J. Hill........ ONE EN 2 
Miss Sallie Sinclair....... ESA 1 
Lizzie Herkley....................... 1 
Miss H. E. ccn —Á— 1 
Ab. B. Athey.... ERES 
T. G. Anderson.. cs . 9 
Miss Sarah Kincaid. ............:.. 4 
Mary Vanglide........ ........ mem 

J. R. Hughs........ veils: KENTA 4 
J. A. Sheets....essesresnsssosssesosos .4 
Miss L. M. Blondin ................ 2 
S. S. Hazen. ....... — 2 
James Wilson..............e eee eene 2 
D. D. HA], aevo satesséxsescvevans 3 
F. G. Pease....... — M— Q4 
H. N. Yates........ UT (9 
Mrs. E. Davis............... PET 2 
Rebecca Simmons................-.- 4 
J. S. Valvaléy. n cess etae sounds 4 
C. P. Richards........ PP — 4 
Alpheus Cumings................... 4 
Miss M. Armstrong... ............-. 3 
Richard Clegg........ Becir reer 4 
Amanson Lewi ............. eo eene 5 
F. T. oes Mave ca Eis VÀ 9 
O. F. Gale.......aanssasaneseesssssssso £ 
J. D. Rapp...............-. (ves Usi . 2 
Anna W ard usc esevceicsesiesu eee 5 
Miss J. Harper.............. e asses b 


Miss M. Walling.... 


Laura Pew... n eae eis so sve 8 
Miss E. Drake ...... moe AE 2 
H. H. Phelps........ ....... A 2 
Miss M. E. Burkby............0.... 2 
Wim. P. Stephens rt HU 9 
Miss I. Dill. esee es eurase ed 
Wm. Bend................ ee eee enne 9 
Miss M. A. Merriman .............. 8 
Garra Maddox ...................... 3 
Oro MosS....essesssesssessassossooosos 3 
Miss J. A, PêeW..ssssssessesesesesess 2 
Mrs. E. McCceery..... ........... 4 
Miss L, Stribling.......... Saswsensie 1 
‘Jennie Stribling...... .............. 1 
Fannie Tavener..................... 8- 
Mary Taverner...................... 2 
J. N. Hardy........... — 2 
Thos. ROS... ise ses cevevevéuv uy erase 8 
J. O. Blaek. c veces eee wks Rex 3 
Miss M. E. Boardman.............. 3 
J. P. Hulbert............... «eee eene 1 
J. S. Coleman......... .........- eee. 1 
Miss A. A. Waters........ ERARE 3 
Miss K. T. Wardner ....... OSEE 
Miss K. E. Smith................... . 2 
Levi Stephens.............. deneon 4 
F. M. Hughs... E. 
Mary Howard......................-. 9 
Maggie McKee....................... 1 
Sophia Burrett............ ........... 3 
Miss L. G. Piersol.. ......... Posts 3 
Miss H. Sawyer..................... 3 
0. E. DAVIS cis t a E CI E aV TAE 4 
Miss L. Hamilton................... 8 
Miss O. P. Hupp.................... 2 
Martha Parks.................... ee 3 
Rosa Parks.....essscssesssossere ES 
E. J. Sullivan........ EEEE 4 
L. B. Leary........ Seriana iia 3 
O Smith eei oeb ase s OE Seas 2 
Benjamin Bland..................... 1 
I. M6GV6y ii nebie vestes tea eraot eon 4 
| Moses Hoyne................ see. ss 4 
Miss L. Deming.................-. "I: 
, Miss S. S. Cole.................... ac. 
J. R. OO0DeE  evasesée veecyesssvecse 8 
Mary Williams... .:.... ...--e eee. 1 
Jennie Cole.............. pn 3 
Miss E. H. Boreman Lutes ddaside dk 2 
Mary Kincaid........................ 2 
J. L. Wells........... MS mm .1 


Delia Collet................ Senate wie 3 
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Roxanna J. McCusick............. 1 | Lottie Canningham................ 3 
Ward.....ccccevseevsssscecceens 5 | W. P. Mann............ eee eene 3 
Miss F. L. Shaw............ enata . 1| Miss M. Armstrong... — "- e 2 
'* Americus Deem..................... 8 | Miss —— Wild eene crees D 
Wade E. Farrow... ................ 8 | M. A. Parker..... .............. 4.2 
Miss Mary Boardman...... ees, 4A] W. H. Funk............ ..... "S 9 
Miss I. Barley........................ 3 | S. S. Sisson ............ T"—— .1 
J. L. Robinson.....................-. 1 | Minnie Morse.................. s. 3 
J. Wm. Bennet............... eee 3 | Maggie Paxton..................-.. 8 
Miss E. Morrison...............,.. 9 | J. R. Jones... ....... POMMES 3 
J. L. Rerritt................... eee 1 | J. R. Pollock .................... es 2 
Betty Cook...................... eee. 2 | Annie Watkins ............. e eres 8 
Mrs. L. R. Sangster.............. ne 4 | Mrs. Lucy Eib....................... 2 
Miss L. R. Williams................ 2 | E. P. Metgrave............. e. 9 
G. N. Conn............ e eren 2 | A. P. Dodge............... een 3 
Miss M. Merim....................... 2 | Hattie Slocum............. eee 2 
James E. Wharton... ess. L | Miss C. Hall............. eet es 2 
N. B. Keane .... ......... T .. 1 | Miss C. Roamine................ 
' D. B. Horton...................... 1 | T. S. Nye............. be scceeees eee 1 


WYOMING COUNTY—R. M. Coox, Supt. , 


I herewith transmit to you my very imperfect report of the proceed- 
ings of free schools in this county, for the’ year ending September the 
30th, 1870. 

‘I regret that I have to send you my report at this late date, and yet 
so imperfect. But it is all owing to the negligence of the different town- 
ship officers. I could get no reports from the clerks until I had ‘to apply 
in person, and then they were so imperfect that many of the blanks can 
not be filled up. 

Notwithstanding the great negligence on the part of our school officers 
to do their duties, the free school system is highly appreciated in this 
county, and we hope by another year that there will be a foll and com- - 
plete report sent up from our county. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 


Harvey Morgan..................... 4 | Floyd Lusk............. — E! 
Joseph L. Smith..................... 2 | Thomas A. Bird........ seco ceosseses. Z 
Gordon C. Cline....... TER 5 | Lewis Meadow........ PEPPER (9 
William Ellis............. boeceessece 4 | Barnabas Evans..................... D 
Henry Blankinship................ :4| A. J. Hatcher. ...... eccesso eeesosss D 
A. P. MeKiney..........:.....eeess. A | M. Ellison.............. eere ME 
James A. Gunnar......... ......... 4 | Numa Walker........ eeetacnen "T 
A. D. Lane............... eene 5 | Agatha Trent............ — 0 
F. S. Sizemon........................ 4 m. T. Barner :..............-. e. 2 
Henry H. Cook. .......... T" 4 | A. T. Greenwood........ — 2 
Wm. H. H. Cook.................... 4 | Josiah Cook.......... eoscossacsesesa ss A 
Amiziah J. Godfrey................. 5 | John Howerton............ssccccceee 4 
D. L. Perdeu......... sssscsseseeeses 4 | Isaac C. Baily............-..... 4 
J. H. Stewart....................eess. 8 | R. T. Lusk................ ....-. EM 4 
J. H. Shanon............ «eere 4 | D.C. Baily.. . ......... eere 4 
J. C. Stewart......... cere 4 
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LIST OF AUTHORIZED BOOKS. 


READING, SPELLING, ELOCUTION. 


McGuffey’s New Revised Readers; McGuffey’s New Eclectic Spelling 
Book; Kidd's Elocution and Vocal Culture. 


MATHEMATICS. 

Ray’s Arithmetic; Ray's Test Examples; Ray’s Elementary and 
Higher Algebra; Evans’ School Geometry for Beginners; Robinson’s 
New Geometry and Trigonometry; Robinson’s Surveying and Naviga- 
tion; Robinson’s Progressive Table Book. 


GRAMMAR. 
Pinneo’s Primary and Analytical Grammar; Pinneo’s English Teacher 
and Guide to Composition; Kerl’s Treatise for High Schools. 


GEOGRAPHY, 
‘Mitchell’s New Revised Geographies ; Cornell’s Outline Maps; Guyot’s 
Physical Chart; White’s Class Book of Geography for Examinations ;‘ 
Lessons on the Globe—Mary Howe Smith. 


HISTORY, NATURAL SCIENCE, &C.- 


Goodrich's Common School History; History of the United States— 
Quackenboss ; Natural Philosophy—Quackenboss; Philosophy of Nat- 
ural History—Ware and Smillie; Rhetoric—Quackenboss; Chemistry 
(new edition) —Youmans; Geography of the Heavens—Burritt; As- 
ironomy (Elementary)—Robdbinson; Geology —Dana; Mineralogy— 
Dana; Botany—Gray; Anatomy and Physiology—Cutter; Penman- 
ship—Spencer ; Dictionary— Webster. : 


dem 


County. 
Barbour, 
Berkeley, 
Boone, 
Braxton, 
Brooke, 
Cabell, 
Calhoun, 


Greenbrier, 
Hampshire, | 
Hancock, 
Hardy, 
Harrison, 
Jackson, 
Jefferson, 
Kanawha, 
Lewis, 
Lincoln, 
Logan, 
Marion, 
Marshall, 
Mason, 
Mercer, 
Mineral, 
Monongalia, | 
Monroe, 


Pendleton, 
Pleasants, 
Pocahontas, 
Preston, 
Putnam, 
Raleigh, 
Randolph - 
Ritchie 
Roane, 
Taylor, 
Tucker, 
Tyler, 
Upshur, 
Wayne, 
Webster, 
Wetzel, 

Wirt, 

Wood, 
Wyoming, 
Wheeling City, 


Name. 
R. A. McCutcheon, 
Ed. S. Lacey, 
Rufus Workman, 
W. F. Morrison, 
Milton Wells, 
John W. Church, 
D. W, Knight, 
B. S. Stevenson, 
Wm. Strickling, 
W. T. Timberlake, 
James Shaw, 
E. S. Vossler, 
Z. Trueblood, 
O. P. Wirgman, 
T. C. Carothers, 
G. T. Williams, 
D. C. Louchery, 
A. J, McMillan, 
N.C 


C, S. Stone, 
William Gray, 

J, W. P, Reid, 

C, T, B. Moore, 
John J. Meader, . 
Thos P, Adams, 
H. L. Cox, 

J. A. MeMann, 
William H. Potter, 
James F. Gillespie, 
J, H. Robinson, 
Jos. Burrows, 

H. W. Arbogast, 
William N. Jones, 
Cornelius Stulting, 
Thomas Fortney, 
J. C, Lininger, 

J. S. Thompson, 
Squire B. Hart, 
J. M. MeKinney, 
F. H, Gibson, 

J. L. Vincent, 


Joseph Parsons, 


. J. E. Boyers, 


J. L. Gould, 
Chas. B. Webb, 
James Dyer, - 
Wm. A, Newman, 
Lewis C. Rogers, 
S. H. Piersol, 

R, M. Cook, 

F. S. Williams, 


OOUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 


P. OQ. Address. 
Belington. 
Martinsburg. 
Mouth Short Creek. 


. Braxton C, H. 


Wellsburg. 
Cabell C. H. 
Grantsville. 
Henrysville, 
West Union. 
Fayette C. H. 
Steer Creek. 
Grant C. H. 
Lewisburg. 
Romney. 
Holiday’s Cove. 
Moorefield. 
Brown’s Creek. 
Ravenswood. 
Harper’s Ferry. 
Charleston. 
Jane Lew. % 
Griffthaville, 
Chapmanaville. 
Palatine. 
Moundsville. 
Mason City. 
Concord Church. 
New Creek. 
Morgantown. 
Union. 

Sleepy Creek. 
Tug River. 
Nicholas QH. 
Triadelphia. 
Macksville. 
Hebron. - 
Academy. 
Reidsville. 
Winfield. 
Raleigh C. H. 
Beverly. 
Hebron, Pleasants Co. 
Walton. 
Fetterman. 

SI. George. 
Middlebourne. 
Buchannon. 
Ceredo. 
Webster C. H. 
Knob Fork. 
Wirt C.H. 
Parkersburg. 
Rock View. 
Wheeling. 


ERRATA. 


In the 7th line of page 7, for “ efficient ” read “efficiency.” — . 
In the 32d line of page 11, for “ principal,” read "principle." 

In the bottom line of page 17, for “ footing” read “ footings.” 

In the 4th line of page 19, for “is” read “are.” 

In the 25th line of page 41, for “ necessited" read “necessitated.” 


